PRESIDENT’S LETTER
November, 2019
Dear Friends,
Welcome to the final Newsletter for 2019. As we prepare for our preChristmas events, we extend our warmest wishes for the festive
season to all our wonderfully-supportive Friends. We are looking
forward to seeing many of you at our annual Christmas party on
November 21st as we gather to celebrate another successful
year. Please remember to book early with Carol Martin 99555444
for this popular function and for all other listed events.
I am also pleased to share good news regarding the splendid response to our Foundation’s participation
in, and contributions to events in support of the performing arts and community. The benefits in
terms of fulfilling Dr Seaborn’s mission, the warm partnerships established and the number of new
Friends welcomed have been most gratifying.
AT THE FOUNDATION OFFICE: GRANT APPLICATIONS & PLAYWRIGHTS AWARD
Many thanks to Carol Martin and her helpers who have registered, processed and delivered 30
entries for the Rodney Seaborn Playwrights Award to the judging panel, and 55 Grant Applications
from groups and individuals all over Australia seeking financial assistance. The winner of the
Award and the successful Grant Applicants will be announced at our Christmas Party.
THE FOUNDATION AND THE PERFORMING ARTS COMMUNITY
The Actors Benevolent Fund
At Caus Celeb, the Actors’ Benevolent Fund 75th Anniversary fundraising event, our Foundation was
publicly acknowledged and applauded as an inaugural donor and seed funder of a vital new ABF fund to
assist those in the performing arts community suffering with cancer. This new Fund bears the name of the
late Victoria Longley, a much-loved and respected actress whose generous bequest supports this Fund and
ensures its longevity. The Ambassador for the Victoria Longley Fund is actress, playwright and
screenwriter Kate Mulvany. www.actorsbenevolentfund.org.au › victoria-longley-cancer-appeallaunch
Griffin Theatre 2020 Season Launch at the the SBW Stables
At Griffin Theatre’s recent 2020 launch, Dr Seaborn’s contribution to the performing arts, through his rescue
of the SBW Stables for continuing use by Griffin Theatre Company (rent free, less outgoings). was warmly
thanked and acknowledged by the large crowd. The Foundation’s role in establishing the Penny Cook Bar in
the Theatre foyer was again recognised and commended.
NIDA Silver (60th) Anniversary Fundraising Dinner
We congratulate NIDA on attaining its 60th Anniversary. A number of Foundation Directors
attended a celebratory dinner at which NIDA Chair Jennifer Bott welcomed us warmly and the
Foundation pledged to donate a scholarship to assist needy NIDA students with accommodation.
THE FOUNDATION’S PERFORMING ARTS COLLECTION
Our Performing Arts Collection is now one of the most significant and valuable private collections in
Australia. Thanks to our archivist Neil Pollock and his team of dedicated volunteers, Beris Tomkins,
Judy Conway, Ivy Walker-Smith and Patricia Sharpe, steady progress is being made as over 100,000
theatre programmes are being described and entered onto a data base and converted to websearchable format accessible to researchers. Ongoing tasks involve the appraisal, description,
arrangement and preparation of finding aids for collections of personal papers and photos,
including indexation of Dr Seaborn’s own records, and the Poster and Puppetry Collections. Future
projects include identification and preservation of audio and film tapes, and decisions on eventual
digitalisation where appropriate and affordable. Neil provided archival material for the Independent
Theatre’s 80th Anniversary. He also manages humidity control for the Collection and provides
valuable assistance to visiting researchers including John Senczuk, who is writing a book on the
history of the Stables Theatre, the Griffin Theatre Company and Dr Seaborn’s contribution to both.
Volunteer Mark McCann has been scanning rare programmes and photos of early productions and
posting them on the History of the Independent Theatre Facebook site he created for research.
RECENT EVENT IN THE SEABORN LIBRARY AND THE INDEPENDENT THEATRE

80th Anniversary of the Independent Theatre - Conversations 19/8/19 & Playreading 1/9/19
Thanks to director Aarne Neeme and our theatre historian Carolyn for two outstanding and most successful
events held as a tribute to actress/artistic director Dame Doris Fitton who reopened and renamed the
Independent Theatre in North Sydney 80 years ago. The Conversations event in the Seaborn Library was a
prelude to a historic ‘moved’ reading of French Without Tears two weeks later at the Independent Theatre.
In the Library Aarne described his memories of working with Doris Fitton and explained the significance of
reviving Terence Rattigan’s French Without Tears - the play she chose for opening night in 1939. Aarne and
Carolyn also outlined Doris Fitton’s important contribution to theatre in Australia. Actors David Goddard
and Wendy Blacklock were joined by Past President Gaz Simpson as each recounted entertaining anecdotes
of ‘Miss Fitton’ and memorable Independent Theatre productions. The Friends adjourned to our theatrette to
watch a 1948 documentary of Doris Fitton taking a rehearsal of Rusty Bugles with playwright Sumner Locke
Elliott. Among the appreciative comments written in our Visitors Book were: ‘Great memories. Congrats!’
‘INTERESTING, MOVING, WONDERFUL!!!’ ‘Great company. Lovely lunch.’
Our congratulations and thanks to director Aarne Neeme and his splendid cast for the the 80th Anniversary
revival of French Without Tears. Arranged in partnership with Theatre owner Wenona School, and
Independent Theatre Manager Fenella Jolly, the reading delighted the large audience at the Independent.
Details of this special event were covered in an excellent article by journalist Steve Meacham in the Sydney
Morning Herald. https://www.smh.com.au/entertainment/theatre/fresh-tears-at-the-independent-80-years.
The essence of the occasion was captured by the NIGHTLINES online reviewer: ‘The cast approach their
reading with high spirits and commitment…The atmosphere of casual fun enveloped the afternoon
with a group gathered to appreciate the love of theatre in Sydney and with warm recognition of the
history stored in the Independent’s walls.’ Champagne flowed at the end of the play and the
Foundation and ABF staged a traditional collection, to which the audience donated generously, in aid of
the Actors Benevolent Fund.
THE FOUNDATION & LOCAL COMMUNITY - FESTIVALS, PUPPETS, MUSIC & FILMS
North Sydney Council’s Children’s Festival
The Foundation's recent contribution to North Sydney Council’s Children’s Festival attracted many children
and parents to our Seaborn Library where they enjoyed two mornings of music, puppets, creativity and
imagination. Many thanks to Music Director Janet Bagnall, and to Maddy Slabacu & Ben Kuryo (Horizon
Theatre Company) for the lively Music Workshops. Thanks, also, to flautist Brigid Bollinger and cellist
Umberto Clerici, Sue Wallace & Steve Coupe (Sydney Puppet Theatre) and to composer Jim Coyle for the
enthralling Package for Granny performance. Thanks also to Jess Gledhill and the Council for their
assistance. Our performing artists brought magic to the Foundation and to the performers and audience of the
future. Visitors commented: ‘Very well presented,’ ‘Fabulous for children & ADULTS.’ ’Beautiful music,
fantastic creativity’,’Excellent’ ‘Please put on more shows’ , See Steve Meacham’s splendid article:
https://www.smh.com.au/culture/art-and-design/superstar-puppets-come-out-of-retirement-20190926p52vao.html
THEATRE PARTIES
Carol Martin continues to provide us with a wide variety of theatrical experiences. Please read
through the events in this Newsletter and book early as the allocation of good seats for popular
shows can be limited. For more photos of recent events consult the Photo Gallery on our website.
VALE JILL PRATTEN
We were saddened to learn of the death of one of our dear Friends, Jill Pratten née Leonard
recently. A popular leading actress for the Independent Theatre’s Children’s Theatre in the 1960s,
Jill became a dedicated volunteer for our Independent Theatre restoration project and a supporter
of the Foundation. She was an enthusiastic member of the Sydney Opera House Ladies
Committee who are all now Foundation Friends. Our deepest sympathies go to her husband Ted.
We thank you for your ongoing support for our Foundation as we continually strive to assist the
performing arts in various and valuable ways in accordance with Dr Seaborn’s expressed wishes.
I also extend warmest thanks to the Board, Staff, Donors and Volunteers. We wish you all a Merry
Christmas with Good Health, Happiness and many Fine Performances throughout the New Year.

Peter Lowry
Peter Lowry OAM
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LADIES IN BLACK
Musical by Carol Burns. Based on the novel by
Madeleine St John
Music and Lyrics by Tim Finn
Cast includes- Robert Green
Genesian Theatre 420 Kent Street Sydney
Finally this season, the Genesian revisit Sydney in the
1950’s in the new smash hit musical from Tim Finn,
Ladies in Black.
Lisa is hired as a new assistant at Goode’s department
store in Sydney during the 1959 Christmas season, and
makes friends with Fay, Patty and Magda.
This is the story of their lives and times.
Described by the Australian as ‘immensely engaging’ this
will be a fitting end to the Genesian’s 2019 season.

Playing until 7 December 2019
Fri - Sat – 7.30pm

Tickets - $30.00

Bookings www.genesiantheatre.com.au



President Peter Lowry OAM and the
Board of Directors of the
SEABORN, BROUGHTON & WALFORD
FOUNDATION

Invite you and a Guest
to the
Seaborn, Broughton & Walford Foundation
Christmas Party
and Presentation of the
2019 Rodney Seaborn Playwrights Award.
Enjoy entertainment, complimentary food and
drinks.

LITTLE MiSS SUNSHINE
Music & Lyrics by William Finn
Book by James Lapine
New Theatre 542 King Street Newtown
The Hoover Family has seen better days. Richard, the
father, is a less-than-inspiring motivational speaker;
Grandpa’s been kicked out of his retirement home for
bad behaviour; Uncle Frank has recently tried to kill
himself after his boyfriend dumped him; moody teen,
Dwayne has taken a vow of silence; and much-putupon mother Sheryl grits her teeth and holds it all
together.
But energetic, and optimistic Olive, the youngest
Hoover believes the world is full of possibilities, and
enters a children’s beauty pageant. Seeing a chance to
change their luck, this dysfunctional family packs their
beat-up combi, and embark on a journey from Mexico
to California, chasing the coveted title of ‘Little Miss
Sunshine’
Playing from –
14 November to 14 December 2019
Thurs to Sat – 7.30pm Sun- 5pm
Tickets - $33.00
Bookings – Carol Martin 9955 5444


Seaborn Library
Ground Floor
20 Young Street Neutral Bay
Thursday 21 November 2019
6pm to 8pm
Please RSVP by 8 November 2019
Carol Martin -Phone – 9955 5444









Hayes Theatre Company
presents

H.M.S PINAFORE

Music by Arthur Sullivan
Libretto by W.S.Gilbert
Hayes Theatre 19 Greenknowe Ave
Potts Point
Aboard the H.M.S Pinafore, the captain’s
daughter, Josephine has fallen in love with a
lowly sailor, Ralph Rackstraw, despite her
father’s plan to marry her to the First Lord
of the Admiralty, Sir Joseph Porter. As the
lovers lament their predicament and plan
their escape, a surprise disclosure from an
unlikely quarter shows that not all is as
it seems.
Featuring the songs ‘ I am the Monarch of
the sea’, ‘I’m called Little Buttercup’ and ‘He
is an Englishman’, H.M.S. Pinafore is a
sharp satire of the English social
hierarchical system of the Victorian age.
Saturday – 30 November 2019 – 2pm
Tickets – $65.00
Bookings- Carol Martin – 9955 5444



MEET ME IN ST LOUIS
Book by Hugh Wheeler
Music & Lyrics by Hugh Martin
and Ralph Blane
New Theatre 520 King Street Newtown
“So you won’t meet me in St. Louis.
Meet me at the Fair.”
Based on the heartwarming MGM film
starring Judy Garland, Meet Me in St. Louis
is a rare treasure of musical theatre: a
wholesome delightful portrait of a turn-ofthe-century American family over the
course of one eventful year.
The musical includes seven of the best-loved
songs from the film, plus ten additional
Martin and Blane songs written especially
for the stage.
“Have Yourself a Merry Little Christmas,”
“The Boy Next Door,” and “The Trolley
Song.”
Playing 17 December to 21 December 2019
Tues to Sat- 7.30pm – Sat 21 Dec 2pm
Tickets - $33.00
Bookings – Carol Martin – 9955 5444


A COLOURFUL LIFE
Leslie Walford AM
Friends who knew the late Leslie Walford
(1927-2012), Dr Seaborn’s cousin and our second
Foundation President, will be pleased to hear we
have obtained more copies of the
publication ‘Darling mother, darling son: the
letters of Leslie Walford and Dora Byrne 19291972’, edited by Edith M Ziegler.
This is the first major publication to be drawn
from a substantial archive of personal and
business papers given to the Caroline Simpson
Library and Research Collection (CSL& RC) in
2012 shortly after Leslie Walford’s death, It is
illustrated by a rich selection of rare pictorial
material from the archive.
Makes a great Christmas Gift.

Contact Carol Martin – 9955 5444
$45.00 plus postage



THE LADYKILLERS
by Graham Linehan
Genesian Theatre
420 Kent Street Sydney

The Ladykillers began life as an Ealing
comedy film written by William Rose and
directed by Alexander Mackendrick in 1955,
and was adapted for the stage in 2011 by
Graham Linehan, well known for Father
Ted, Black Books and The IT Crown.
All is not as it seems as the kind hearted Mrs
Wilberforce rents a room in her house to the
mysterious Professor Marcus…
The Genesian Theatre Co is thrilled to be
producing the Sydney premiere of this
hilarious adaptation of the much loved,
Ealing film!
Join us for the first play of the 2020
Genesian Theatre season.

Sunday – 19 January 2020 – 4.30pm
Tickets - $33.50
Bookings – Carol Martin – 9955 5444


MORNING MUSIC WITH
JOHN MARTIN

BLACK COCKATOO
by Geoffrey Atherden
Cast includes Joseph Althouse, Luke Carroll,
Chenoa Deemal, Aaron McGrath &
Dubs Yunupingu
Ensemble Theatre 78 McDougal Street
Kirribilli

Over 150 years ago, 13 brave Aboriginal
men in Western Victoria picked up their
cricket bats and embarked on a treacherous
voyage to England and into the unknown-all
in the name of sport. Risking illness and
persecution, Australia’s first international
cricket team-including Australia’s first
indigenous sporting hero Johnny Mullagh –
amazed the English crowds with astonishing
talent, personality and grit. They should
have returned to Australia as celebrated
heroes. Instead they came back to find the
world they once knew was no longer there.
This is not just a story about cricket- this is
a story of strength, resistance, hope and
possibility.
Wednesday – 5 February 2020
Optional
Dinner Bayly’s Restaurant – 5.30pm
$75.00
followed by
Play – 7.30pm Tickets -$78.00



or


Thursday – 6 February 2020 –
Play- 11am
Tickets - $73.00
Optional
Followed by Lunch at Bayly’s restaurant
12.45pm
Tickets – $55.00
Bookings – Carol Martin – 9955 5444


Seaborn Library – Ground Floor
20 Young Street Neutral Bay
As part of North Sydney Council’s
SENIORS FESTIVAL. John Martin will
perform Not Another Piano Recital in our
Seaborn Library.
This recital promises to be a relaxed and
laid-back morning of musical delights with
morning tea provided.


The performance will feature a wide range
of pieces including classical piano favourites,
a couple of John’s original compositions,
popular songs by Noel Coward, anecdotes
and even a well-loved poem or two.
Monday 17 February 2020- 10.30am
Includes morning tea.
Bookings– Carol Martin – 9955 5444

North Sydney Council’s Seniors Festival
AUSTRALIAN COMEDY FILM &
LIGHT LUNCH
Seaborn Library, Ground Floor
20 Young Street Neutral Bay

You are invited to join theatre lovers and
Foundation Friends for a merry movie of
the Sydney Theatre Company’s hilarious
satire: ‘Wharf Revue: Celebrating 15 Years’.
To be screened in the Seaborn, Broughton &
Walford Foundation’s boutique theatrette.
Enjoy unique footage of this popular
satirical comedy revue, Q&A, conversation
and light lunch.
Meet surprise guests including Grant
Dodwell, actor, producer, writer, teacher
and triple TV Logie winner (A Country
Practice) and co-founder of ANT
(Australian National Theatre Live) bringing
theatre to the people via screenings of live
performances.
Thursday – 20 February 2020 – 11am
Bookings- Carol Martin – 9955 5444


SHERLOCK HOLMES
and the Death on Thor
Bridge

ADVANCE NOTICE
Monkey Baa Theatre Company
EDWARD THE EMU

Genesian Theatre 420 Kent Street Sydney

ARA Darling Quarter Theatre
Terrace 3, 1-25 Harbour Street Sydney

The Genesian Theatre Co is thrilled to offer
the world premiere of Sherlock Holmes and
the Death on Thor Bridge, adapted by their
own Sandra Bass, well known to so many of
Genesian audiences as a regular performer
on the Genesian stage.
An apparently insoluble mystery baffles the
local police but will it also baffle Holmes and
Watson?
Sunday 1 March 2020 – 4.30pm
Tickets - $33.50
Bookings- Carol Martin- 9955 5444


BRIDGES OF MADISON
COUNTY
Presented by Matthew Management and
Neil Gooding Productions in association with
Hayes Theatre Co

Everyone’s favourite Emu Edward has gone
missing! The Keeper’s are in hot pursuit,
hunting high and low to locate their muchloved feathered attraction.
Edward stays one step ahead. Convinced
that the other animals in the zoo are having
more fun. The lonely emu is convinced the
grass is greener elsewhere until that is he
meets Edwina the Emu!
The production includes exceptional, worldclass puppetry, a beautiful original score
and inventive storytelling.
Saturday – 18th April 2020 – 2.30pm
Duration – 45 minutes
All tickets - $29.00
Bookings – Carol Martin- 9955 5444



Hayes Theatre 19 Greenknowe Ave
Potts Point
Based on the best-selling novel and
developed by the Pulitzer and Tony Awardwinning creative team
Robert Brown and Marsha Norman.
Francesca Johnson is an Italian immigrant
housewife living a happy existence on a farm
in the American Midwest. However, when
her family go off to the 1965 State Fair, she
meets Robert Kincaid, a National
Geographic photographer on
assignment filming bridges in the area.
Their initial friendship develops into a brief
but passionate affair which has devastating
consequences on all of their lives.
This sweeping romance about the roads we
travel, the doors we open and the bridges we
dare to cross will leave audiences breathless.


Sunday -15 March 2020 – 1pmTickets - $64.00
Bookings – Carol Martin – 9955 5444


JOSEPH CALLEJA
The Maltese Tenor
Presented by Andrew McKinnon in
association with Opera Australia
City Recital Hall, 2 Angel Place Sydney
Joseph Calleja is one of the most exciting
lyric tenors in the world today.
Blessed with a golden voice which routinely
inspires comparisons to legendary singers
from earlier eras. Calleja is now a superstar
in the greatest opera houses and concert
halls.
In this, his eagerly anticipated debut
Australia tour, the Maltese born singer
described as the young Pavarotti will be
joined by two of Australia’s best loved
artists, soprano Amelia Ferrugia, who is also
of Maltese heritage, and internationally
acclaimed pianist Piers Lane, in an
unforgettable performance
Friday- 16 October 2020- 7.30pm
Tickets - $205.00
Bookings – Carol Martin – 9955 5444




