PRESIDENT’S LETTER
August 2019
Dear Friends,
It’s a great pleasure to issue a warm welcome to the new Friends
who have recently joined our Foundation.
Following the expressed wishes of our founding President Dr
Rodney Seaborn AO OBE, the Seaborn, Broughton & Walford
Foundation proudly supports the performing arts by funding a wide
variety of worthy projects, arranging events and theatre parties to
performances, and by preserving precious theatrical records and
memorabilia to benefit education and research.
Dr Seaborn was also passionate about saving theatrical spaces. The SBW Stables and
Independent Theatres have been saved as a result of his generosity and ability to inspire
dedicated volunteers and supporters. In recent months we have created an affordable and
accessible intimate space in our Seaborn Library that continues to provide assistance to
performing arts groups for rehearsals. It is also a welcoming performance space for our
Foundation Friends’ events. Our theatrette is also becoming a popular boutique cinema.
GRANTS: After considering recommendations from our Grants Panel, our Board selected a wide
variety of successful individuals and groups from the 51 applications including:
Alison Murphy-Oates Moogahlin, Performing Arts to develop & premiere a first people’s play The
Visitors by Jane Harrison ($23,150), Chris Bendall, Critical Stages for a 7-week regional tour of
Suzie Miller’s Australian Drama Sunset Strip. ($15,000); Bridge Bolliger to present musical puppet
shows with original music ($5,000); Simon Bedford, The Inhibitors, outdoor adventure for children
through Botanical Gardens, Melbourne ($7,500); Benita de Wit, world premiere of Slaughterhouse
- new experimental work, in Belvoir 25A season with job opportunities for unrepresented artists
and affordable tickets ($6,700); Yarmila Alfonzetti, State Opera of South Australia, for Lost Operas
of Oz ($30,000); Daniel Dunlop, Outback Theatre for Young People tour ($10,000); Dini Dimitriadis
& Liela Enright Apocalypse Theatre Co and Green Door Theatre Co co-partnership, new Australian
works ($10,650); Lisa Schouw Hello and Goodbye, Performance of Ageing ($10,000); Kate Cary to
attend UNY’s degree course in Music Vocal Performance (Boston); Marita Supplee, Festival of
Sydney, for new Australian work with international potential Anthem ($10,000)
RECENT EVENT in the SEABORN LIBRARY:
The recent Mad About Coward lunch was a sold-out success and we extend our grateful thanks to
Stuart Maunder AM and his accompanist John Martin for their magnificent collaborative
performance. Appreciative comments in our Visitors’ Book included:
'What a fabulous performance by Stuart and John! Stuart really captured the wit, wisdom and
beautiful melodies of Coward's songs. Thanks for a lovely and thoroughly entertaining journey
through Coward's life & work'; 'A wonderful and imaginative tribute to Noel Coward made possible
by the foresight of Dr Seaborn'; 'Simply amazing! Terrific!’
Once again our talented volunteers helped with the design and set up of the occasion. Thanks to
Merryl McAllen who decorated the room with witty Coward quips and Carolyn Lowry who coordinated the event. Many of the delightful photos taken by Sophie Frazer of Vivid Imagination can
be enjoyed on our website and are reproduced in this Newsletter.
The Seaborn Library has also been used by the Jasper Johns cast who rehearsed this play for a
production at the Bondi Pavilion in June. It was gratifying to read comments from the cast
members and other visitors to our research resources:
Great room full of history’;’ Thank you for all your support - a a creative space!’; What a wonderful
and spacious space. Thank you x’; 'THANK YOU! Incredible books’; 'Extraordinary collection to
inspire, learn, build - and the spaces. Thank you so much - a gift to theatre in Australia & us all.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS in the SEABORN LIBRARY:
August 19 Remembering Doris Fitton Foundation Friends’ Lunchtime Conversation with Director
Aarne Neeme, actor director David Goddard and guests
October 19 North Sydney Council Children’s Festival Janet Bagnall and Puppeteer Maddy Slabacu
and Ben from Horizon Theatre Company introduce young children to music, rhythm and the art of
puppetry using a puppet from the Seaborn Collection
November 2nd Package For Granny children’s Puppet Show featuring a new musical composition
by Jim Coyle played by Bridget Bolliger (flute) and Umberto Clerici (Cello) with puppeteers Sue
Wallace and Steve from Sydney Puppet Theatre.
RECENT EVENTS in the SEABORN THEATRETTE:
Video presentation by Jay James-Moody and Squabbalogic team of a recent new Australian
musical Good Omens that had been recently assisted by a Foundation grant.
GLUGS (theatrical lunch club) film night organised by Les Solomon and Bev Davies. Guests
dressed up to enjoy the classic film There’s No Business Like Show Business and to celebrate the
warm relationship between the two organisations. Following this successful trial run, Les is
planning a series of film night fundraisers for Foundation Friends. Thanks to Janet Bagnall for the
merry piano music and to our other Foundation hosts.
PENNY COOK BAR OPENED
The late Dr Seaborn loved and admired the incomparable, unforgettable Penny Cook. In fact,
Penny persuaded him to save the Stables Theatre for the Griffin Theatre Company. This was the
landmark event that set him on his extraordinary philanthropic path assisting the performing arts.
He would have been so thrilled that the current Board and Staff of his Seaborn, Broughton &
Walford Foundation sought ways to remember Penny at the SBW Stables Theatre. After
discussions with Diana Simmonds and Lee Lewis who consulted Penny’s husband David Lynch
and daughter Poppy Cook, the Foundation gladly sponsored the naming of the Bar, the brilliant
commemorative sign, and the special heartfelt event, ensuring that Penny's name remains up in
lights for generations to come.
FOUNDATION ARCHIVES HAS WELCOMED THE FOLLOWING RESEARCHERS
Rita from Griffin Theatre Company has been researching for material for Griffin’s 2020 Anniversary
The Independent Theatre has been researching for the 80th Anniversary of the Theatre’s name
day Sunday September 1st at the Independent.
FRENCH WITHOUT TEARS by Terence Rattiga (the first play produced at the start of the Doris
Fitton era in North Sydney) will be presented as a play reading directed by Aarne Neeme and with
Terence Clarke and Glenn Hazledene in the cast. There will be a traditional Collection for the
Actors’ Benevolent Fund.
Australian Opera singer Hubert Francis (on short visit to Sydney from Covent Garden where he
regularly performs) Hugh is the son of Dr Peter Broughton’s cousin.
WESLEY ENOCH Director, Festival of Sydney;
BELL SHAKESPEARE’s Jo, Deborah and Sytske researching for Bell Shakespeare’s 30th
Anniversary in 2020.
SUCCESS OF OUR YOUNG CHRISTMAS PARTY PERFORMERS:
Pamela Andrews in chorus of OA’s Anna Boleyn; Noah Mullins role in OA’s West Side Story
Vale: We were sad to learn of the passing, recently, of distinguished pioneering editor and film
critic Evan Williams AM who served as a Trustee of the Rodney Seaborn Playwrights Award, and
of Friend Mrs Jo Birch, long term assistant to Dr Seaborn and Matron of Allenbrook Nursing Home.
Thank you for your ongoing support.

Peter Lowry
Peter Lowry OAM
President

(Clockwiise) Poppy Cook and David Lynch opening the Penny Cook Bar (SBW Stables); Rita Mastrantone and Hubert
Francis researching the Foundation’s Archives; Young performers Pamela Andrews and Noah Mullins; Seaborn Library:
GLUGS film night; welcoming the Squabbalogic cast; Wesley Enoch visits the Foundation; Package for Granny rehearsal
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The Joan Sutherland & Richard Bonynge Foundation

SYDNEY INTERNATIONAL
SONG PRIZE

Independent Theatre 269 Miller Street
North Sydney



FRENCH WITHOUT TEARS
Independent Theatre
269 Miller Street North Sydney


A moved reading of ‘French Without Tears’ by
Terence Rattigan directed by Aarne Neeme to
celebrate the 80th Anniversary of the naming of the
Independent Theatre and the start of the Doris Fitton
era. (She and her Independent Theatre Company took up
residence at the theatre in 1939 and this was the first play
performed at the Theatre under its new name,)
Tea/coffee and cakes will be served at 2pm and the play
reading will be performed at 3pm.

5 singers and their pianists will each perform a 20
minute song programme competing for prizes valued at
over $10,100.
2019 Finalists Announced
Pamela Andrews & Michael Curtain
Daniel Macy & Antonio Fernandez
Georgia Melville & Nicholas Kennedy
James Olds & Benjamin Burton
Adam Player & Michael Curtain

Judges for the Final
Richard Bonynge AC CBE
John Pringle AM and Kate Johnson

Saturday- 21 September 2019 -2pm
Tickets – Full - $25 Concession - $15
Students- $5 Under 15 - Free
Bookings – Carol Martin – 9955 5444

Sunday – 1 September 2019
Tickets – Price - $25.00 Concession- $20.00
Bookings – Carol Martin – – 9955 5444






CLAIRE’S POP UP PETIT CABARET
Claire’s Kitchen at le Salon, 35 Oxford Street
Darlinghurst
presents
MEREDITH O’REILLY
The Way We Were. They Don’t Write Songs
Like They Used To!!
Meredith O’Reilly revisits and shares the songs and
tales from her childhood record collection
accompanied by John Martin,
Featuring Rodgers & Hammerstein, Carole King,
The Carpenters, John Denver, The Beatles,
Barbra Streisand, The Seekers and many more.
Meredith has been a professional entertainer for over
30 years and was most recently in Opera Australia’s
production of My Fair Lady.

Wednesday – 11 September 2019
6.30pm to 8.30pm
$87.50
Includes a three course dinner and the show.

TOWARDS ZERO

by Agatha Christie
Genesian Theatre 420 Kent Street Sydney
The formidable Lady Tressilian reluctantly hosts a
house party on her Devon estate, Gull’s Point, where
loyal companion Mary and old friend Treves will help
their wheelchair-bound host to entertain a glittering
array of guests.
Eyebrows are raised when the dashing Wimbledon
tennis star Neville Strange arrives, with his attractive
high maintenance new wife Kay, even though his elegant
first wife Audrey is also attending.
Miss Marple an old school friend of Lady Tressilian, is
intrigued when the eccentric Treves tells the story about
a child murderer who was never convicted. The next
day Treves is found dead.

Sunday – 22 September 2019 – 4.30pm
Tickets - $28.50
Bookings – Carol Martin – 9955 5444

Bookings – Carol Martin 9955 5444












LUNCH AT PARLIAMENT
HOUSE

FROM BROADWAY TO
LA SCALA

The Sydney Opera House Ladies Committee
warmly invite you to join them for a lunch
in the legendary Strangers Dining Room at
Parliament House Macquarie Street.

Presented by Andrew McKinnon
& Phil Bathols

Hosted by the Speaker of the Legislative
Assembly. The Hon. Jonathan O’Dea MP,
this lunch will feature an address by our
Guest Speaker Ms Liesl Tesch AM Bsc MP.
An Australian wheelchair basketball player,
sailor and politician, an incomplete
paraplegic after a mountain bike accident at
the age on 19. She competed in her national
wheelchair basketball team at five
Paralympics, winning three medals, and was
the first woman to play the sport
professionally. She took up sailing in 2010,
winning gold medals at the 2012 London
and 2016 Rio Paralympics with partner
Daniel Fitzgibbon. In 2017, she was elected
the member for Gosford in the New South
Wales Legislative Assembly at the Gosford
State election.
With incidental music provided by young
musicians from Sydney Youth Orchestras.
An inspirational speech, beautiful music and
a delicious meal are guaranteed at this
special lunch.
Thursday- 26 September 2019
11.30am for 12 noon - Tickets - $89.00
Bookings – Carol Martin- 9955 5444


A COLOURFUL LIFE
Leslie Walford AM
Friends who knew the late Leslie Walford
(1927-2012), Dr Seaborn’s cousin and our
second Foundation President, will be pleased
to hear we have obtained more copies of the
publication ‘Darling mother, darling son:
the letters of Leslie Walford and Dora Byrne
1929-1972’, edited by Edith M Ziegler.
This is the first major publication to be
drawn from a substantial archive of Leslie’s
personal and business papers and is
illustrated.
Makes a great Christmas Gift.
Contact Carol Martin – 9955 5444
$45.00 plus postage


Concert Hall Sydney Opera House
With soprano Emma Matthews, greatly
loved David Hobson, acclaimed bass
baritone Teddy Tahu Rhodes, West End
Broadway star Caroline O’Connor and the
young Australian tenor Alexander Lewis.
They will be joined by emerging artist and
Australia’s next big star
Genevieve Knight
Following two sold-out tours,
From Broadway to La Scala returns with
arguably the great combination of
Australian musical theatre and opera stars
ever assembled on stage.
Soaring with the exuberance of the great
stage musicals and enriched with the passion
of grand opera, it has become one of the
most popular orchestral concerts on the
entertainment calendar.
From Puccini to Rodgers and Hammerstein,
Bizet to Gershwin, Verdi to Cole Porter,
Bernstein and Andrew Lloyd Webber, this
bi-annual concert event is renowned for its
world-class presentation of the greatest
songs, arias and romantic duets of the last
two centuries.

ONE PERFORMANCE ONLY
Saturday 28 September 2019 –
2pm




Tickets - $158.00
Bookings – Carol Martin9955 5444





THE ANGRY BRIGADE
Australian Premiere
by James Graham
New Theatre 542 King Street
Newtown
In 1970, a crop of extremist left-wing
revolutionary groups sprang up across Europe.

Opera Australia & GWB Entertainment
Present BB Group Production of

WEST SIDE STORY
Joan Sutherland Theatre
Sydney Opera House
Cast includes – Todd Jacobsson, Sophie
Salvesani, Chloe Zuel, Noah Mullins,
Lyndon Watts and Ritchie Singer.
The moment the curtain went up on
West Side Story on Broadway, musical
theatre changed forever.
Hailed as the greatest Broadway musical of
all time, the genius of West Side Story’s
creators is unquestioned.
A modern retelling of Romeo and Juliet, this
tragic love story tells the tale of two young
people whose happiness is destroyed by the
hate of two enemy camps in New York
Bernstein’s world-famous score features
unforgettable songs including ‘Maria’,
‘Tonight’, ‘Somewhere’, ‘America’, and ‘I
Feel Pretty’, that have been universally
adored for generations, proving this iconic
dance musical remains one of the most
poignant stage works of the twentieth
century.


Special A reserve stalls seats have been put
aside for S,B&W Friends at a discounted
price.
We have just a few tickets left in our
allocation.
Please book before they are all gone.


Sunday 29 September 2019 – 3pm
Tickets - $184.00

Britain’s version was ‘The Angry Brigade’,
a small and somewhat ineffectual cell of urban
guerrillas who emerged in a society blighted by
government cuts, high unemployment, austerity
measures and deregulation.
This sharp, funny, dark look at political activism
poses a question that is both topical and
relevant: when does one person’s resistance
fighter become another person’s terrorist.
Playing from 4 October to 3 November 2019
Thurs to Sat at 7.30pm Sun – 5pm
Tickets- $33.00
Bookings – Carol Martin – 9955 5444




NANCYE HAYES
Hayes Theatre 19 Greenknowe Ave Potts Point
What would an anniversary season at the Hayes
Theatre Co be without a performance from their
namesake Miss Nancye Hayes?
Everyone knows the story of Nancye being
selected to star in the titular role of the Australian
production of Sweet Charity in 1967, and going on
to a stellar career spanning five decades in music
theatre, film and television, and establishing
herself as a performer, choreographer and
director.
Nancye will introduce you to many of her
favourite songs, some that will be very familiar
and some that you may have never heard before,
while sharing stories from her incredible career.
Join her for this new show and help celebrate one
of Australia’s leading ladies, in the venue named
especially for her.
Saturday – 12 October 2019 – 2pm

Bookings – Carol Martin – 9955 5444



Tickets - $55.00
Bookings – Carol Martin – 9955 5444


NORTH SYDNEY CHILDREN’S
FESTIVAL

Wake up the Animals
10am (Ages 3 to 7)
Animal Rhythm 11am (Ages 8-12)
Seaborn Library
20 Young Street Neutral Bay
Two 30 minute music workshops.
Music can be enjoyed in many ways and
these music workshops aim to expose
children to the joys of music making and
performing through simple singing games,
simple instrument playing and movement
exercises with games.
There will be some opportunities to play
simple percussion instruments and Orff
‘xylophones’. There will be a chance to
explore dramatic possibilities raised by this
year’s Animalia theme by using animal
puppets from the S,B&W Foundation’s
Performing Arts Collection. The puppets
will be introduced by Maddy Slabacu and
Ben Kuryo from Horizon Theatre Company.
Janet Bagnall, accredited music teacher with
expertise in the Orff/Kodaly music
education methods, will lead the sessions
with the use of the Foundation’s grand
piano and her collection of ethnic and
percussive instruments which children will
be encouraged to use creatively.

Saturday 19 October 2019
Limited spaces. Bookings essential.
Bookings – Carol Martin – 9955 5444


BIRTHDAY & CHRISTMAS GIFTS
A Seaborn, Broughton & Walford
Subscription makes a great Birthday or
Christmas Gift for a family member or a
friend.
Just $11 per year or $77
for a Life Subscription.
Contact Carol Martin today
We can send to you for personal
presentation or directly to the gift recipient.
Phone – 9955 5444




A PACKAGE FOR GRANNY
Seaborn Library
20 Young Street
Neutral Bay
This beautiful story for ages 8-12 including
animals and a birthday surprise for a loved
older person, is dramatized by professional
puppeteers, and accompanied by two
professional musicians in flute and cello to
the original score by composer Jim Coyle.
It allows children to see puppets and
instruments in an intimate space working
together to create high-quality imaginative
environment. It also highlights friendship,
respect for older people in our lives and love
of animals.
Bridget Bolliger is an internationally
recognised flautist who played principal
flute in orchestras here and overseas, as well
as chamber groups and a concerto soloist.
She has taught in many recognised
institutions including the Sydney
Conservatorium and University of NSW and
is also the founder and Artistic Director of
the Sydney Chamber Music Festival
(Manly). Bridgit has enlisted the assistance
of Umberto Clerici, the Italian born,
internationally successful and charismatic
cellist. Umberto is a teacher and also
currently Principal Cellist of the Sydney
Symphony Orchestra. He commenced
learning the cello at age 5. Sue Wallace is
one of Australia’s leading puppeteers and
has been conducting workshops for 35 years.
Steve Coupe ad Sue Wallace are co-artistic
directors of Sydney Puppet Theatre.
We are excited that these fine artists have
agreed to present this exciting workshop
performance in the Seaborn Library in
association with Children’s Festival.

Saturday – 2 November 2019 – 11am
Cost - $20 Adults; $15 Child;
Family package concession
Two Adults and Three Children $50
Bookings – Carol Martin 9955 5444


LADIES IN BLACK
Musical by Carol Burns
Based on novel by Madeleine St John
Music and Lyrics by Tim Finn

Genesian Theatre 420 Kent Street
Sydney


Finally this season, the Genesian revisit
Sydney in the 1950’s in the new smash hit
musical from Tim Finn, Ladies in Black.
Lisa is hired as a new assistant at Goode’s
department store in Sydney during the
1959 Christmas season, and makes
friends with Fay, Patty and Magda.
This is the story of their lives and times.
Described by the Australian as
‘immensely engaging’ this will be a fitting
end to the Genesian’s very special year.

Sunday – 10 November 2019 – 4.30pm
Tickets - $28.50
Bookings – Carol Martin – 9955 5444




LITTLE MiSS SUNSHINE
Music & Lyrics by William Finn
Book by James Lapine
New Theatre 542 King Street Newtown

The Hoover Family has seen better days.
Richard, the father, is a less-thaninspiring motivational speaker;
Grandpa’s been kicked out of his
retirement home for bad behaviour;
Uncle Frank has recently tried to kill
himself after his boyfriend dumped him;
moody teen, Dwayne has taken a vow of
silence; and much-put-upon mother
Sheryl grits her teeth and holds it all
together. But energetic, and optimistic
Olive, the youngest Hoover believes the
world is full of possibilities, and enters a
children’s beauty pageant.
Seeing a chance to change their luck, this
dysfunctional family packs their beat-up
combi, and embark on a journey from
Mexico to California, chasing the coveted
title of ‘Little Miss Sunshine’.


Playing from – 14 November to
14 December2019
Thurs to Sat – 7.30pm Sun- 5pm
Tickets - $33.00
Bookings – Carol Martin 9955 5444


President Peter Lowry OAM
and the Board of Directors of
the
SEABORN, BROUGHTON &
WALFORD FOUNDATION

Invite you and a Guest
to the
Seaborn, Broughton & Walford
Foundation Christmas Party
and Presentation of the
2019 Rodney Seaborn Playwrights
Award
Enjoy entertainment, complimentary
food and drinks.
Seaborn Library
Suite 3, Ground Floor
20 Young Street Neutral Bay NSW

Thursday 21 November 2019
6pm to 8pm
Please RSVP to Carol Martin
Phone – 9955 5444


SYDNEY OPERA HOUSE LADIES
COMMITTEE
CHRISMAS LUNCH
Sir Stamford Hotel 93 Macquarie Street
Sydney
Enjoy a traditional Christmas Lunch in the
beautiful dining room at the
Sir Stamford Hotel.
Traditional Christmas carols performed by
much loved opera soprano Amelia Ferrugia
and Australian baritone James Martin (on a
brief visit home from Deutscher Oper am
Rhein, Dusseldorf)

Thursday – 5 December 2019
11.30am for 12 noon
Popular event. Please book early.

Tickets – S99.00
Bookings -Carol Martin 9955 5444


