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Chairman’s Letter
Dear Friends,
Spring is here, Christmas is coming and we’re
pleased to offer an exciting array of fresh theatrical
events, as well as gift opportunities, for all our
Foundation Friends.
BOOKINGS: Carol Martin has arranged a
programme of theatrical delights to entertain you into
the New Year. Read through the list of theatre parties
and please book early to secure best seats for the
shows of your choice. We are updating our secure
data base and would be glad to record as many
Friends’ email addresses as possible for speedy
notification in event of special offers or unexpected
changes.
CHRISTMAS GIFTS: What could be a better gift to
a family member or friend than an annual ($11) or
Life ($77) subscription to the Friends of the
Foundation with invitations to theatres and access to
all our Foundation activities? Use the enclosed form
to arrange gifts now or ring Carol (99555444 MonThurs 10.15am to 4.15pm).
CURRENT ACTIVITIES:
The weeks before
Christmas are a busy and exhilarating time of year for
the Foundation. 47 applications have been received
for the second round of 2017 Financial Grants and the
Rodney Seaborn Playwrights Award has attracted
many entries as well.
CHRISTMAS PARTY: The winner of the Rodney
Seaborn Playwrights Award will be announced at our
annual Christmas drinks-and-refreshments event to be
held in the foyer of the SBW Stables Theatre on
Tuesday December 12th (5.30pm to 7pm). This is
always an enjoyable occasion. Friends may also
choose to book seats for the play at the Stables
Theatre afterwards. This year the play is Morgan
Rose’s Virgins and Cowboys, a dark comedy that
examines some bewildering aspects of contemporary
society with its depiction of flawed young risk-takers
negotiating the deep personal ‘disconnectedness’ of
the cyber world and the dangers of internet dating in
their search for gratification and, possibly, a little
happiness.
RECENT EVENTS: Our first series of Seaborn
Conversations: Talking about theatre was most
successful. Three lively and leading women of theatre
were our special guests and entertained groups of
Friends over a delicious lunch in our new premises.

16 November 2017

In August, Lee Lewis and Penny Cook discussed
theatre, notably the past, present and projected future of
the Griffin Theatre Co, in its valiant quest for new,
locally-written plays. Griffin enjoys rent-free use of our
SBW Stables Theatre according to Dr Seaborn’s
generous plan to assist the performing arts.
In September, multi-talented, music theatre star Nancye
Hayes shared some hilarious highpoints of her amazing
career. These talks are ideal events to bring friends and
an enjoyable opportunity to chat with other theatreloving Foundation Friends. The enthusiastic response to
the series has encouraged us to plan more Conversations
in 2018. Details will be in our next Newsletter.
Our Foundation is again proud sponsor of the
Ensemble’s Sandra
Bates Directors
Awards.
Congratulations and best wishes to Liz Array and
Felicity Nicol. The Foundation’s Performing Arts
Collection and spaces have created a great deal of
interest. We have welcomed visitors from theatre
companies such as Griffin, Ensemble, Sport for Jove,
Monkey Baa, Pacific Opera as well as the Actors’
Benevolent Fund, Charlie Little, the local North Sydney
Council and Stanton Library and others engaged in
performing arts education and research. One researcher,
who has been studying with us for some months, set up
a History of the Independent Theatre Facebook sight
that has attracted significant attention and interesting
commentary. Thanks to our archivist and volunteers, the
Foundation will be listed in North Sydney’s Arts &
Cultural Guide for 2018. Wayne Harrison renowned
writer, producer and performer added to the many
accolades recently: ‘Congratulations to the Foundation
for its exceptional facilities. The past is in safe hands,
which means the future is secured.’
DIARY DATES: 2018 marks the 20th anniversary of
the reopening of the restored Independent Theatre. We
are planning events for Sunday 25th March (afternoon)
Monday 26th March (evening a theatre party (dinner and
show) to Diplomacy, starring John Bell and John Gaden,
at the Ensemble Theatre, Thursday 19th April.
BEST WISHES TO VOLUNTEER MRS LOUISE
CRISP: Louise was one of the first Friends of the
Independent Theatre and a great supporter of the
Foundation. We wish her a speedy recovery as she
undergoes treatment for a severe illness.
Wishing you Happy Christmas. Good health and a New
year of fine performances. Thank you, once again, for
your valuable, much-appreciated ongoing support.

Peter Lowry OAM- Chairman






BLOODY MURDER




AUSTRALIA DAY
by Jonathan Biggins
New Theatre 542 King Street Newtown


In the fictional town of Cariole, preparations
are underway for the annual Australia Day
celebrations and the organising committee are
hashing out the details amidst disagreements
over politics, patriotism and progress.
Whether it’s angst over new development, the
best snags to serve at a multi-cultural Barbie, or
the looming spectre of racism, throughout runs
the theme of self-censorship: at what point do
you abandon the politically-correct stance and
say what you really think.
Playing 14 November to 16 December 2017
Thu to Sun-7.30pm & Sun-5pm

by Ed Sala
Genesian Theatre 420 Kent St Sydney


If you missed this production the first time
around it is a must see play.
Ed Sala’s hilarious Bloody Murder takes all the
classic elements of a British murder mystery
but adds a huge twist that you won’t see
coming!!
Diabolically different and laugh out loud
funny, every twist and turn of this
extraordinary new play will leave you on the
edge of your seat… or falling off with laughter.


Saturday – 2 December 2017 – 7.30pm
Tickets - $28.50


Bookings – Carol Martin – 9955 5444



Tickets -$33.00
Bookings – Carol Martin – 9955 5444



MOVIE LUNCH



Hayden Orpheum
380 Military Road Cremorne NSW


MURDER ON THE ORIENT EXPRESS


Wednesday – 22 November 2017 – 11am
Movie – 120 minutes
Cast- Kenneth Branagh, Johnny Depp,
Michelle Pfeiffer & Daisy Ridley
A lavish train ride through Europe quickly
unfolds into a thrilling mystery of thirteen
strangers stranded on a train, where everyone’s
a suspect. One man must race against time to
solve the puzzle before the murderer strikes
again.
The story was inspired partly by an incident in
1929 when the Orient Express was trapped in a
blizzard in Çerkezkӧy, Turkey, where it was
marooned for six days.
Followed by tea or coffee and a light lunch
Tickets - $16.00 (Includes raffle ticket)
Bookings – Carol Martin – 9955 5444




Sydney Opera House Ladies Committee
Invite you to come and celebrate
Christmas at their Diamond Jubilee
60th Anniversary Christmas Luncheon
In the presence or their Patron

Mrs. Linda Hurley
with special guest

Penny Cook
Enjoy the festive season with surprise artists,
special guests, Christmas music and
Community Carol singing.
Silent auctions prizes (2 night’s
accommodation at the Park Hyatt Sydney and
escapes to the Southern Highlands or two Areserve tickets to the Brandenburg Orchestra)
Raffle prizes including Christmas hampers and
many other wonderful prizes.

Thursday 7 December 2017
Sir Stamford Hotel
93 Macquarie Street, Sydney
11.30am for 12 noon
Tickets - $90.00
Please RSVP by 29 November 2017
Carol Martin – 9955 5444





SOMEWHERE ELSE TODAY



The Chairman Mr Peter Lowry OAM
and the Board of Directors of the
Seaborn, Broughton & Walford
Foundation
Invite you and a guest to the
SBW Foundation Christmas Party
& the presentation of the 2017
Rodney Seaborn Playwrights Award
To be held at the SBW Stables Theatre
Foyer- 10 Nimrod Street Kings Cross
SBW Friends are invited to join us for
complimentary food and drinks.
Tuesday – 12 December 2017
5.30pm to 7pm
Please RSVP with guest’s names to
Carol Martin- 9955 5444
by Thursday – 7 December 2017
If you would like to stay and see the play
at the SBW Stables Theatre after the
party.
Details as followsVIRGINS & COWBOYS
by Morgan Rose
A sitcom-reject, set in cyberspace, Virgins &
Cowboys is a play about a 20- something dude
stuck in a dead-end job who meets two women
on line, both of whom are virgins.
As he sets out on a bizarre self -assigned
mission, the internet, the past, the future, and
the stage smash together and everything
crumbles around him. The twisted and timely
premise is used to examine a demographic of
people spat out of the other end of the
information age- those in a futile and relentless
pursuit of happiness.

Tickets - $33.00 (Discounted price)
Bookings – Carol Martin -9955 5444


by Coco Granger & Ludwig Van Distortion
Produced by Distortion Forever, in
association with New Theatre
New Theatre 542 King Street Newtown
Eli and Darcy do not want to spend Christmas
with Eli’s family, or in the Southern
Hemisphere for that matter! George, the
adopted son, has woken up with Brandi- last
night’s one-night-stand- who just won’t leave.
Jan is introducing her new boyfriend, Chuck to
everyone. Phil is sick of Christmas. Dorian is
hung over. The dog struggles for power with
the men, and they haven’t even opened
presents yet!
Season – 18 December to 23 December 2017
Mon-Tues-Thurs-Fri – 7.30pm Sat – 5pm

Tickets - $34.00
Bookings – Carol Martin – 9955 5444


DARLINGHURST NIGHTS
by Katherine Thomson
Directed by Lee Lewis
Hayes Theatre 19 Greenknowe Ave
Potts Point
This classic Australian musical takes place on
the streets around Hayes Theatre Co itself, and
the Hayes celebrates the shows 30th anniversary
with a new production from Helpmann Awardwinning director Lee Lewis.
Darlinghurst Nights explores the seductiveness
of a life authentically lived, of a world where
people live without fear of intolerance amidst
Sydney’s most colourful strip. Set during the
1920’s and 30’s, and inspired by Sydney poet
Kenneth Slessor, writer Katharine Thomson
(Diving for Pearls) and composer Max
Lambert (Miracle City) capture a time when
Kings Cross was the only place to be in Sydney
where a person could live anonymously; where
bohemian lifestyles were accepted and even
encouraged. Darlinghurst Nights takes us back
80 years to a world we recognise, but are in
danger of losing.

Saturday 13 January 2018 – 2pm
Tickets- $60.00
Bookings – Carol Martin- 9955 5444


ADVANCE NOTICE
Opera Australia presents

THE MERRY WIDOW
Sydney Opera House
Bennelong Point Sydney
Hanna is newly wealthy, newly widowed and
suddenly, she’s the hottest catch in town.
Dapper gents are lining up for a place on her
dance card, but the beguiling widow has eyes
for only one man: the one that got away.
International star Danielle de Niese returns to
her homeland to play the bubbly, beautiful
widow, inadvertent heiress of a city’s fortune
after just 8 days of marriage.
This charming operetta is filled with delicious
waltzes and pretty ballads, including the
famous ‘Vilja Song’.
Graeme Murphy brings his spirited
choreography and direction to this glamorous
new production.

Saturday – 20 January 2018 – 1pm
Stalls - $157.00
Bookings – Carol Martin – 9955 5444


Sydney Theatre Company

MURIEL’S WEDDING
The Musical
Book by PJ Hogan Music & Lyrics by
Kate Miller-Heidke & Keir Nuttal
Muriel Heslop is back! In this world premiere,
the iconic Australian film is now a big, brash
and very cheeky new musical.
Stuck in a dead-end life in Porpoise Spit,
Muriel dreams of the perfect wedding- the
dress, the church, the attention. Unfortunately,
there’s one thing missing. A groom. Following
her dreams to Sydney, Muriel ends up with
everything she never wanted. That’s when
things start to go really wrong. Featuring an
incredible soundtrack of addictive new songs
plus your favourite ABBA hits.
Saturday - 27 January 2018 – 1.30pm
Tickets - $130.00

Bookings – Carol Martin – 9955 5444


Genesian Theatre presents

TRAVELLING NORTH
by David Williamson
Genesian Theatre 420 Kent Street Sydney
Set in the 1960’s, Travelling North by David
Williamson sees Frank and Frances decide to desert
their former lives and responsibilities in Melbourne
for the tropics of Queensland. It is a love story that
also looks at the issues of family, the topic of
mortality, and the sheer frustrations of getting older.
The play is full of warmth and humour.
Based on a true story of his mother-in-law finding
new love in later life, this affectionate play is one of
Williamson’s best and most resonant.

Sunday – 11 February 2018 – 4.30pm
Tickets -$28.50
Bookings – Carol Martin – 9955 5444



VALE DOREEN WARBURTON OBE
We are remembering with fond gratitude
actress, director and teacher Doreen Warburton
who died recently aged 87. Doreen arrived in
Australia in 1953 having trained in the UK at
Joan Littlewood’s Theatre Workshop. She
performed at Doris Fitton’s Independent
Theatre in North Sydney, worked on radio,
became a full-time professional actress with the
newly formed Young Elizabethans company
and played Shakespeare to children across
Australia. Doreen worked for all major theatre
companies in Sydney and appeared in many
classic TV shows and iconic Australian films.
She was well known for her pioneering work
with the Q Theatre at Circular Quay. The Q
later toured widely and then adventurously
relocated to Penrith. In 1969 Doreen married
actor Ben Gabriel. She was a champion of
community theatre, youth workshops and the
need to make theatre accessible and affordable.
She provided opportunities for emerging
actors. She was one of the leaders of the
Actors’ Forum, who brought life, soul,
audiences and revenue back to the Independent
Theatre during the restoration by staging
moved play readings with professional actors.
The Foundation agreed to donate 10% of box
office takings to the Actors Benevolent Fund.
The Forum continued for some years in
additional community venues throughout
Sydney.

STOP PRESS
Foundation Secures Good Seats to Sold-Out Production of
‘DIPLOMACY’ with John Bell & John Gaden
We would like you to join us for dinner and a performance of an entertaining thriller
and Australian premiere of the award-winning French play ‘DIPLOMACY’ by
Cyril Gély on Thursday 19 April 2018 at the Ensemble Theatre.
This brand new translation by Julie Rose has been commissioned by the Ensemble
Theatre. The stellar cast includes John Bell (the General) and John Gaden (the Swedish
Consul General) with Jennifer Hagan and James Lugton.
As the Allies march toward Paris in the summer of 1944, Hitler gives orders that the
French capital should not fall into enemy hands, or if it does ‘then only as a field of
rubble’.
The person assigned to carry out this barbaric act is Wehrmacht commander of Greater Paris,
General Dietrich von Choltitz, who already has mines planted on the Eiffel Tower, in the
Louvre and Notre Dame and on the bridges over the Seine. Nothing should be left as a reminder
of the city’s former glory. However, at dawn on the 25 August, Swedish Consul General Raoul
Nordling steals into German headquarters through a secret underground tunnel and there
starts a tension-filled game of cat and mouse as Nordling tries to persuade Cholitz to abandon
his plan.

Date – Thursday 19 April 2018 - Time – 6.15pm for 6.30pm
Dinner- Bayly’s Bistro- 2 Courses (please advise any dietary requirements)
Guest Speaker at dinner by one of the production team

Play – 8.15pm (running time 90 mins no interval)
Ensemble Theatre 78 McDougall Street Kirribilli
Drinks after the play with cast members.

Tickets - $115.00 (Includes dinner and play)
$65.00 (play only)
It is essential to book your tickets by 10 December 2017 as this play is
already sold out.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------Please reserve me-_______ tickets in the names of -______________________________________

Name______________________________________________________________________
Address____________________________________________

Phone______________

Chq/Mastercard/Visa/Amex ___________________________________Expiry _________

Please return to Ms. Carol Martin- SB&W Foundation Suite 10, 20 Young Street
Neutral Bay NSW 2018
Phone – 9955 5444 –Email – office@sbwfoundation.com

