
      PRESIDENT’S LETTER 
July 2022 

Dear Friends,
Welcome to our July Newsletter. 
I would like to extend a special welcome to all new Friends who 
have recently decided to join us on our worthy mission to assist 
the performing arts by subscribing to the Seaborn, Broughton & 
Walford Foundation. The last two difficult, COVID-affected 
years have caused untold hardships to those in the entertain-
ment sector during this time. With your generous support and 
encouragement, the Foundation has been able to significantly 

increase our support for the Actors Benevolent Fund in their uplifting and life-saving work. 
We have also, when it was safe to do so, presented Friends’ functions, theatre parties and 
community events. Our archivists have also continued their valuable work preserving, cat-
aloguing and providing access to our Performing Arts Collection. In addition, we make our 
Library, Theatrette and Conference Room available to performing arts professionals for 
performances, teaching, rehearsals, screening events and meetings. Our efforts have 
been widely applauded and are attracting more Friends. We look forward to increasing 
our Friends and warmly invite you to consider giving a gift subscription to our Foundation 
to all theatre-loving friends and family members. This is easily done by calling us or leav-
ing a message for Carol Martin on 99555444. Subscriptions remain at the generously low 
levels set by Dr Seaborn over a decade ago: $11 (Annual subscription) and $77 (Life sub-
scription). The benefits include Newsletters and invitations to events and performances.

Griffin Theatre Company: Launch of John Senczuk’s latest book 
Our SBW Stables Theatre, Kings Cross, has been the Griffin Theatre Company’s home 
since the early 1980s. Congratulations to John Senczuk who is documenting the Griffin’s 
amazing history. HIs first book, Griffin Rising was shortlisted for the 2020 Premier’s History 
Awards. His latest book, Griffin Redux - the Ros Horin Years 1989-2003, was launched 
on May 22nd in the SBW Stables foyer cheered on by many of the people who shared the 
Griffin journey throughout those years. This volume ‘chronicles the remarkable creative 
achievement of Ros Horin’s tenure that produced plays of national and international 
significance (Kafka Dances, Speaking in Tongues, Clarke in Sarajevo and Presence) and 
influenced the fledgling careers of an extraordinary number of theatre-
makers’. It is undeniable that the unique SBW Stables Theatre has 
been at the heart of this artistic achievement. 
Since Dr Rodney Seaborn bought and saved this Theatre in 1986 to 
ensure the Griffin Theatre Company could have a ‘permanent and 
secure home’ (rent free less outgoings) in which to present locally-
written plays, its success has been described as ‘a testament to his 
foresight and munificence’. That this arrangement is still maintained in 
2022 by the S,B&W Foundation, and that the Griffin has been able to 
spread its wings as a thriving theatre company, is clear evidence of Dr 
Seaborn’s enduring legacy.
John Senczuk is now working on the third volume of his chronicle of the 
Griffin Theatre Company and is keen to connect with anyone who 
worked with Griffin at the SBW Stables Theatre between 2004 and 
2019. If you can provide John with information, or wish to buy either of 
his books, please contact Carol by email or ring her on 99555444 



Awards, Acknowledgements and Australian Theatre Live
Congratulations to actor/playwright Kirsty Marillier, who has been 
awarded the Nick Enright Prize for Playwriting at the 2022 NSW 
Premier’s Literary Awards. Kirsty’s winning play, Orange Thrower, 
was also the winner of our 2019 RODNEY SEABORN PLAY-
WRIGHTS AWARD and Kirsty graciously acknowledged our S,B&W 
Foundation and Griffin Theatre Company in her acceptance speech 
at the Awards. This coming-of-age play, 'with fresh twist’, has been 
described as ‘a joyful comedy, a curious mystery, and a poignant love 
letter to South African women’. And although its 2021 season was 
disrupted by COVID, it eventually enjoyed a successful co-production 
by Griffin and Riverside’s National Theatre of Parramatta this year 
and was published by Currency Press. Griffin’s artistic director and 
CEO Declan Greene who is, himself, a successful playwright, wrote: 
Another great success for the Rodney Seaborn Playwright’s Award – 
the script certainly would never have arrived onstage in such rude 
health without the development support provided by the prize!
Watch the Premier’s Literary Awards: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_6WGX0VVeNw

The S,B&W Foundation has also supported Australian Theatre Live, 
a non-for-profit organisation that captures significant productions on 
film enabling them to be enjoyed by audiences across the country and 
around the world. ATL is developing a growing library of filmed ‘live’ 
performances ranging from musical theatre, comedy and drama to 
raw, independent theatre and world premiere productions including 
Orange Thrower and Pinchgut Opera productions. The Foundation is 
delighted to welcome ATL to our Theatrette downstairs. ATL’s Co-
Founder & Creative Director Grant Dodwell recently hosted a screen-
ing of Norm and Ahmed, a riveting Parramatta Riverside Theatres 
production directed by Aarne Neeme assisted by Terence Clarke. 

Grants, Archives & Good News - including a special wedding 
The Foundation is once again receiving applications for financial assistance for performing 
arts projects. We have enabled two young assistant directors to accept invitations to take 
up unremunerated positions with major companies. Eve Beck worked with director Con-
stantin Costi on Pinchgut’s recent, brilliant production of Orontea - filmed, coincidentally, 
by ATL - and Eugene Lynch was able to assist Director Stuart Maunder for the State 
Opera of S. A.’s equally brilliant Voss and Turn of the Screw.
In the 1990s, Australian baritone Julian Moyle, who forged a fine career 
in London and Welsh Opera, gave a marvellous recital in the Seaborn 
Room at the Independent Theatre and donated proceeds to the Theatre 
Restoration Project. A video of this recital, the first given in the Theatre 
prior to its reopening, contained precious footage of Dr Seaborn, and 
has been presented to our Archives. Julian, at the grand age of 95, has 
just married - for the first time. His best man was well-known Wagnerian 
conductor Anthony Negas who, in 2020, rehearsed for a concert in our 
Seaborn Library. The happy couple hope to honeymoon in Australia 
next year. Warmest best wishes Julian & Val!!

Thank you for your ongoing support.                                      
nnPeter Lowry  
Peter Lowry OAM
President
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MOULIN ROUGE THE MUSICAL 

Capitol Theatre – 19 Campbell Street 

Haymarket 
 

Winner of 10 Tony Awards including best Musical, 

Baz Luhrman’s revolutionary film comes to life on 

stage, remixed in a new musical mash-up 

extravaganza featuring 70 songs including many 

of the iconic hits from the movie, as well as 

additions from Adele, Katy Perry, Sta, Beyonce, 

Rihanna and more. 

Enter a world of splendour and romance 

of eye-popping excess and glitz, grandeur and 

glory. Pop the champagne and prepare for the 

spectacular, spectacular. 

Welcome to Moulin Rouge! 

Sunday – 3pm – 21 August 2022  

Tickets - $173.00 

Bookings- Carol Martin- 9955 5444 




Book early to avoid 

   disappointment. 

Tickets are limited 

for some functions 

  and productions. 

       Ring Carol- 

      9955 5444 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

SUMMER OF THE  

SEVENTEENTH 

DOLL 
by Ray Lawler 

Genesian Theatre 420 Kent Street 

Sydney 

Cast includes Liz Grisley, Jodine Muir, 

Martin Grelia & Hamish Macdonald 
 

Summer of the Seventeenth Doll is an 

Australian play by Ray Lawler and first 

performed at the Union Theatre in 

 Melbourne on the 28 November 1955.  

The play is considered to be the most 

significant in Australian theatre history,  

and a ‘turning point’, openly and  

authentically portraying distinctly 

 Australian life and characters. 

 It was one of the first 

truly naturalistic Australian theatre 

productions. 
 

Sunday – 14 August 2022 – 4.30pm 
  

Tickets - $33.00 

Bookings – Carol Martin – 9955 5444 
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CHIMERICA 

by Lucy Kirkwood 

New Theatre 542 King Street Newtown 
 

Inspired by one of the 20th century’s most 

powerful and iconic images, this political 

thriller tracks two decades of China- 

America relations through the parallel and  

intersecting stories of a photojournalist 

and a dissident. 

In 1989, as tanks rolled through 

Tiananmen Square, a lone man, stood in 

their path, and entered history. 

Winner of the Olivier Award for best new 

play. 
- 

Playing to 10 September 2022 

Thurs to Sat- 7.30pm Sun- 5pm 

Tickets - $33.00 
 

Bookings – Carol Martin- 9955 5444 






BELLS ARE RINGING 
Books and Lyrics by Betty Comden & 

Adolf Green. Music by Jule Styne 

Hayes Theatre 19 Greenknowe Ave 

Potts Point. 

Starring- Penny McNamee 

The Bells Are Ringing, the lonely Ella works 

at an answering service. As she assumes 

different identities for each of her callers, 

she also becomes entangled in their lives. 

The original production opened at the 

Shubert Theatre in November 1956 and 

played 924 performances. 

The classic score features such songs as 

Just in Time and The Party’s Over.  


Saturday 10 September 2022- 2pm 

Tickets - $62.00 

Bookings – Carol Martin- 9955 5444 


Kirribilli Writers Group 

Launch of   

‘PAPER & INK’ 

 by the 

Mayor of North Sydney 

Zoë Baker 






Seaborn Library  

Ground Floor, 20 Young Street 

Neutral Bay 

Sunday – 11 September 2022 

2pm Refreshments for launch at 2.30pm 

Free entry- Book sales and Raffle 

  

Bookings – Carol Martin- 9955 5444 




National Theatre  

Starring Ralph Fiennes 

Cremorne Orpheum 

380 Military Road Cremorne  
 

For forty uninterrupted years, Robert 

Moses exploited those in office through a 

mix of charm and intimidation. 

Motivated at first by a determination to 

improve the lives of New York City’s 

workers. 

Nicholas Hytner directs this exhilarating, 

new play broadcast live  from the Bridge 

Theatre. 

Saturday 17 September & Sunday  

18 September at 1pm 

Tickets – Adult - $25 

Concessions - $23.00 Child- $15.00 

Bookings- Cremorne Orpheum website 





 
The Sydney Opera House Ladies Committee 

Invite you to experience the Worlds Tribute 

Show of   

Faulty Towers 

Castlereagh Boutique Hotel 

169 Castlereagh Street Sydney 

 

Come along for a night of fun and 

memories with the Faulty Towers Crew- 

Basil, Manuel and Polly. 

I know...... it promises to be a great night 

out in the beautiful ballroom. 

 

Friday -23 September 2022 

6.30pm for 7pm $ 120.00 

Includes dinner and show. 
 

Bookings – Carol Martin – 9955 5444 






Pacific Opera Company 

La Boheme & the Gypsies 

The Concourse Concert Hall 

409 Victoria Ave Chatswood 
 

A fabulous quartet of rising stars from 

Pacific Opera Company, accompanied by 

pianist-repetiteur Bradley Gilchrist, join 

Jane Rutter in a concert of gypsy-themed 

music.  Works to be chosen from Bizet’s 

Carmen, Fiddler on the Roof, and The Gypsy 

Baron by Strauss and more.  

Travel permitting a possible appearance/ 

address by Maestro Richard Bonynge. 

Join Jane and the performers for lunch after 

the concert which includes a delicious 

meal at Tom’s kitchen. Vietnamese 

restaurant (located next to the 

Performing Arts Centre) 


Wednesday 28 September 2022 –12 noon 

Adult - $38.00 Concession - $33.00 

With lunch 

Adult- $64.00 Concession $58.00 

Bookings – Concourse Theatre 8075 8100 


 
 

My Family & Other Animals 
by Gerald Durrell 

Genesian Theatre 420 Kent Street Sydney 
 

It’s 1935, an eccentric family – four 

children, their widowed mother, and Roger 

the dog- arrives on the sun-soaked shores 

of Corfu to start a new life. 

For eleven-year-old Gerry Durrell, the 

extraordinary landscape provides the 

perfect playground. Its exotic fauna 

inspires a life-long fascination with the 

animal kingdom – and his much-loved 

memoir ‘My Family and Other Animals’. 

Sunday – 2 October 2022 – 4.30pm 

 

Tickets - $33.00 

Bookings – Carol Martin- 9955 5444 


 
THE MOUSE TRAP 

by Agatha Christie 

Theatre Royal King St Sydney 

The World’s longest running play. 

“Even more thrilling than the plot is the 

atmosphere of shuddering suspense. No 

one brews it better than Agatha Christie”- 

Daily Express. 
 

As news spreads of a murder in London, a 

group of seven strangers find themselves 

snowed in at a remote countryside 

guesthouse. When a police sergeant 

arrives, the guests discover- to their horror- 

that a killer is in their midst! One by one, 

the suspicious characters reveal their 

sordid pasts. Which one is the murderer? 

Who will be their victim? Can you solve this 

world-famous mystery for yourself? 

Stalls tickets - $142.00 

Sunday 16 October 2022 – 1pm 

Bookings – Carol Martin- 9955 5444 










MEREDITH O’REIILLY 

Claire’s Kitchen at le Salon 

35 Oxford Street Surry Hills NSW 2010 

 

After her sell out show at Claire’s Kitchen 

in June, Meredith O’Reilly has put together 

an all new show of her favourite songs from 

a lifetime on the stage & growing up in 

Australia in the 1970’s. The songs are 

stories behind her favourite showtunes, 

movie themes, pop hits and jazz are sure to 

put a smile on your face and stir some fond 

memories. As always, there will be some 

rare, unknown gems as well. 


Friday – 21 October 2022-6pm to 9.30pm 

Includes dinner and show $105.00 

Bookings – Claire’s Kitchen  

0413 233 870 

or Claire’s kitchen website  

claireskitchen.com.au 




GLORIOUS PUCCINI 

Sydney Philharmonia Choirs  

Concert Hall Sydney Opera House 

 
It’s hard not to adore Puccini. 

 His sense of drama and his concern human 

stories and real emotion but, above all we 

love the glorious flowing melodies that live 

on long after the curtain comes down. 

Hear the choirs perform the rarely heard 

Messa di Gloria- an ambitious, youthful 

work full of joyous, high octane music. 
 

One performance – 

 Saturday 29 October 2022 -8pm 

Tickets from –$45.00 

 

Bookings- Carol Martin – 9955 5444 

 


Sydney Opera House Ladies Committee 

 

 
Christmas Lunch 

Strangers Restaurant 

NSW Parliament House 

6 Macquarie Street, Sydney 
Thursday 1 December 2022 



Time and Ticket price TBA 

Call Carol Martin for any updates 

9955 5444 






A CHRISTMAS CAROL 
by Charles Dickens 

Adapted by Hilary Bell  

Directed by Damien Ryan 

Cast includes- Jane Anderson, 

John Bell, Justin Smith, & Anthony Taufa 

Ensemble theatre 78 McDougall St 

Kirribilli 

 

Gather your mistletoe, hang your stocking 

and join the Crummies family in their home 

as they bring to life this classic festive tale 

of villainy, injustice, transformation and 

redemption.  

This Victorian troupe will immerse you in 

the magic of Dickens ghostly world as they 

conjure up spirits with music, pantomime 

and other thrilling surprises. 

Playing the misanthropic Scrooge  

John Bell (DIPLOMACY) is joined by a 

magnificent Ensemble cast in this 

delightful adaptation by Hilary Bell. 
 

Saturday – 10 December 2022 – 1pm 

Tickets- $79.00 
Bookings- Carol Martin 9955 5444 
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On March 29, the Foundation celebrated the Music Hall Theatre Restaurant, formerly located in 

Neutral Bay. The event, part of North Sydney’s Seniors Festival 2022, was a big success, and many in 

attendance happily reminisced about the days of melodrama and sing-alongs.   

As a result of the event, precious donations of memorabilia were received for the Foundation archives 

from Christine Little and Jan Mackenzie-Smith (daughters of Music Hall owners George and Lorna 

Miller), Jan’s husband Ian Mackenzie-Smith (the Music Hall’s General Manager), Denise Jepson 

(daughter of Music Hall Public Relations Manager Gay Lawrance), and Sherri Walsh (wife of Music Hall 

Writer and Producer Stanley Walsh). Included were photographs, programmes, scripts, and ephemera 

such as postcards, coasters, matchbooks, menus, and the famous music hall moustaches. 

These ‘new’ items join material already in the Foundation archives, such as Music Hall actor Trevor 

McCosker’s photograph collection, and costume designs by Tom Lingwood and Carol Filmer, which 

were donated by Moira Craigen, the Music Hall’s Wardrobe Mistress. Each object tells a story of the 

Music Hall, and its wider connections with Sydney and the world of performing arts.  

The Music Hall attracted, and fostered, much talent and an example of this is British-born designer 

Tom Lingwood. He had built a reputation as a rising designer for opera, plays, musicals and ballets in 

England and internationally, before moving to Australia in 1970 to become resident designer for The 

Australian Opera (now named Opera Australia). He also designed for The Australian Ballet among 

many others.  

Treasures from the S,B&W Foundation Performing Arts Archives and Library 

Music Hall Theatre Restaurant costume designs by Tom Lingwood 

 Susan Mills, Archivist 

Images: Tom Lingwood’s set design for The Australian 

Opera’s War and Peace, 1973, Sydney Opera House 

(image from the website http://www.tomlingwood.nl); 

Tom Lingwood with his stage design for the Music Hall 

in The Australian Women’s Weekly, 14 August 1974. 

Significantly, Tom Lingwood was the designer of the sets and 

costumes for The Australian Opera’s War and Peace, the 

opening performance of the Sydney Opera House’s Opera 

Theatre (now the Joan Sutherland Theatre) on 28 September 

1973.  

In the 1970’s, Tom Lingwood designed the sets and costumes 

for the following Music Hall productions: The Spectre of 

Wycombe Manor (1974), The Beast of Belgrave Square 

(1976), Crushed by Desire (1978), and Lost to the Devil (1979). 

Tom Lingwood’s original costume design sketches for The 

Spectre of Wycombe Manor and The Beast of Belgrave Square 

are preserved in the S,B&W Foundation archives. 
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Treasures from the S,B&W Foundation Performing Arts Archives and Library 

Music Hall Theatre Restaurant costume designs by Tom Lingwood 

The Music Hall programmes describe Tom Lingwood’s designs, all proudly created in-house, as 

‘beautiful’ and ‘magnificent’, and Tom’s enthusiasm, hands-on technical skill and stylised grandeur 

suited the Music Hall Theatre Restaurant perfectly. 

In "The Spectre of Wycombe Manor," ghosts waft in and out of his five sets, and  

people vanish mysteriously into chests. "It's my first venture into melodrama,"  

he said, obviously enjoying every minute.   

- Tom Lingwood interview in The Australian Women’s Weekly, 14 August 1974. 

The costume design sketches in the Foundation archive convey history combined with the boldness of 

the Music Hall. As the Music Hall owner George Miller lamented in the 1980 programme for East Lynne, 

the last production— “Gone are the days of our lavish Tom Lingwood sets with the revolving stage, 

combined with flying scenery and a multitude of theatrical devices — now only wonderful memories.”  

 

Images (left to right): Tom Lingwood’s costume design for actress Anne Charleston as Lydia Fowler in 

The Beast of Belgrave Square, which opened on 14 February 1976 at the Music Hall Theatre Restaurant; 

Anne Charleston in the finished dress; Tom Lingwood’s portrait in the programme for The Spectre of 

Wycombe Manor (1974). 



Many Friends enjoy the lunch invitations from the Sydney Opera House 
Ladies Committee’s President Michelle Feehan and the GLUGS Theatre 
Lovers Lunch Club that appear in our Newsletters from time to time.
The SOH Ladies Committee, is a long-standing Committee that was set up 
65 years ago to raise funds for the building of the Sydney Opera House. 
Nowadays, this Committee fundraises for Sydney Opera House 
programmes, notably those that enable youngsters from underprivileged 
backgrounds and others with special needs to enjoy educational 
experiences and the magic of performance. The SOHLC’s activities, together with Dr Seaborn’s philanthropy, 
were mentioned in Paul Bentley’s talk in our Theatrette in June. 
Special guests at the SOHLC Parliament House Platinum Jubilee, Mothers Day High Tea in May included 
celebrated opera singers and Pacific Opera Musical Directors Cheryl Barker AO, Peter Coleman-Wright AO 
and Bradley Gilchrist (pianist) with young singers singers Mikayla Tate and Gavin Brown. 
A number of our Foundation Friends are also members of the SOH Ladies Committee and their recent ‘Lunch 
With Mr Darcy’ in the Yallamundi Rooms of the SOH was in memory of Jill Pratten our dear S,B&WF Friend and 
former actress at the Independent Theatre. The entertainment included music provided by our Friend Janet 
Bagnall while our Theatre Historian Carolyn Lowry OAM, as Narrator, joined actors Graeme McCrae, Eloise 
Winestock, Vanessa Downing and Glenn Hazeldine in a play reading based on Jane Austen’s Pride and 
Prejudice adapted by Emeritus Prof. Penny Gay and directed by our Foundation’s Performing 
Arts Consultant Aarne Neeme AM. Photos: happy images from these lunches.
NB The long-awaited Concert featuring Maltese tenor Joseph Calleja and Opera diva Amelia 
Farrugia (who teaches singing in our Seaborn Library) has been rescheduled, due to COVID, 
to 24th October at the City Recital Hall. This concert series is produced by our clever, 
indefatigable Foundation Friend Andrew McKinnon. Bookings:
https://www.cityrecitalhall.com/whats-on/events/joseph-calleja-the-maltese-tenor/



STOP PRESS: EXCITING NEWS FROM OUR SBW STABLES, 
RECENT AWARDS, BOOK LAUNCHES, GRANTS & EVENTS

$5M NSW CREATIVE CAPITAL GRANT FOR OUR SBW STABLES THEATRE - 
SEE PRESS RELEASE IN THIS NEWSLETTER

LESLIE WALFORD AM NIDA AWARD: The Foundation 
administers two Scholarships at NIDA. Congratulations to 
2022 Leslie Walford AM Award winner, Phoenix McKay, 
who graduated with a Bachelor of Fine Arts (Design for 
Performance). Photo: Sarah Miller AM, NIDA’s Director of 
Learning and Innovation, former S,B&W Foundation 
Chairman Gaz Simpson AM and Phoenix after the 
Graduation Ceremony. The next Seaborn, Broughton & 
Walford Foundation 3-year Scholarship 
will be awarded in 2023.

BOOK LAUNCH  
JOHN SENCZUK’S 2ND VOLUME OF 
GRIFFIN HISTORY: Griffin Redux - 
The Ros Horin Years (1989 - 2003) 
Photo: Griffin Artistic Director, Declan 
Greene, Chris Puplick AM, Ros Horin, 
author John Senczuk, Mary-Ann Vale, 
Ian Phipps at the SBW Stables.

BOOK LAUNCH  
JOHN CLARK’S An Eye for Talent: Congratulations to former 
Director of NIDA (40 years) and former Board member of 
S,B&W Foundation John Clark AM who turns 90 this year. His 
memoir, An Eye for Talent, chronicles the highs and lows of his 
life at NIDA. In 2020, the S,B&W Foundation Board awarded 
John a $10,000 grant for the publishing of his informative book.

To order copies of these books please ring Carol 99555444 

GRANT RECIPIENT Eve Beck: 
An early-career theatre director also hoping to enter 
Opera, Eve gained a Masters of Directing from NIDA 
having previously worked, for the last five years, 
across the theatre sector in Sydney and Melbourne. 
Congratulations Eve! This Grant enabled her to be 
a full-time Assistant Director to Constantine Costi 
during Pinchgut Opera’s 5-week rehearsal period for 
Orontea. (Photo: Eve on right) She is presently 
engaged as a fellow with Griffin’s incubator program.



GRANT RECIPIENT Eugene Lynch:  
The Foundation Grant enabled Eugene to work as Stuart 
Maunder’s Assistant Director on the State Opera of S.A.’s 
brilliant productions of Benjamin Britten’s Turn of the Screw 
and Richard Meale & David Malouf’s Voss - the first 
Australian revival since 1990. Eugene wrote: ‘I would like to 
take the opportunity to thank the Foundation for your 
support to take up this incredible opportunity. I am beyond 

thrilled and appreciative that I was able to work on these two pieces and continue to 
develop my craft…This has been an invaluable experience’. Stuart Maunder wrote: 
Many thanks for supporting Eugene…He is one to watch…great eye, supportive, 
fiercely intelligent…a delight.’  Congratulations Eugene!

EVENTS IN OUR THEATRETTE: 
The screening facilities in our Theatrette have been enjoyed by Friends and visitors 
alike. As mentioned, Australia Theatre Live hosted a screening of Norm and Ahmed 
on 12th June. Attendees’ comments included: I’m looking forward to coming back; A 
remarkable facility. Thank you for the 
support of the Arts; Thank you for 
the wonderful screening; Brilliant 
venue. Thank you for having us.
On 30th July, as part of our Words & 
Music Series, Paul Bentley gave a 
fascinating illustrated talk on the 
history of the Sydney Opera House’s 
Wolanski Library. Friends’ comments 
included: Such an important story, 
Thank you, Paul Bentley ; Terrific! 
When is the next event? Extremely 
interesting - a wonderful morning.
Photo: Archivists, historians and 
writers: Susan Mills, Paul Bentley, Judith Seef, Olga Sedneva and Janette Pelosi 

FRIENDS EVENTS
Our Friends have enjoyed a wide variety of theatre parties recently. We were 
delighted to receive this kind message from Foundation Friend Denys Gillespie: 
Dear Carol, A quick update and thanks for arranging the tickets to American in Paris 
last Saturday afternoon.The cast included the alternative for Jerry Mulligan, 
Cameron Holmes and Corey Herbert from the Ensemble as Lise Dassin. 
Both young Australians and both outstanding.
Absolute front row seats, great view into the orchestra pit, what a sound they made 
from around just 12 players. Jen said she enjoyed this performance more than 
when we saw the original in New York in 2018.
Anyone and everyone who enjoys Gershwin’s Music built around an exceptional 
production, stunning set and costume designs and changes, wonderful dancing, the 
time just flew by, should make an effort to see it before the show leaves Sydney. A 
very successful afternoon. Many thanks, Kind regards, Denys Gillespie



     FUNDING BOOST FOR ICONIC SYDNEY-BASED THEATRE

Griffin Exec. Director Julieanne Campbell, Artistic Director Declan Greene, S,B&W Foundation President Peter Lowry OAM, 
Board Director James Bell, Griffin Chair Bruce Meagher, Arts Minister Hon. Ben Franklin MLC

Following a joint application by the Seaborn, Broughton & Walford Foundation and the Griffin 
Theatre Company, Darlinghurst’s historic SBW Stables Theatre will soon be able to welcome larger 
audiences thanks to $5 million from the NSW Government’s Creative Capital program. Minister 
for the Arts Hon. Ben Franklin MLC said funding will help the Griffin Theatre Company create a 
new, nationally-significant hub for Australian theatre and storytelling in the heart of Sydney’s Dar-
linghurst Creative Precinct.“This project will breathe new life into the 51-year-old theatre. Through vital 
safety and access improvements, audiences will gain enhanced access to outstanding creative expe-
riences that showcase the best Australian artists, writers and theatre makers,” Mr Franklin said.
With this funding, the theatre capacity of the SBW Stables, that was bought and saved in 1986 by Dr 
Rodney Seaborn AO OBE, will be increased by 45%, giving more people access to Griffin’s vibrant 
programs. The upstairs auditorium will be transformed into a state-of-the-art, digitally enhanced 151-
seat theatre to provide a uniquely intimate space that caters for artists at all stages of their careers.
“This funding will enable the Griffin Theatre Company to diversify its program and engage new artists 
and audiences. It’s a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to make a lasting impact for artists, audiences and 
community members who are passionate about seeing Australian stories come to life on stage.”
Griffin Chair Bruce Meagher said the State Government’s Creative Capital program is a game chang-
er for the Griffin that has been enjoying rent-free (less outings) occupancy of the SBW Stables for al-
most forty years. “The SBW Stables is loved by audiences and creatives for its intimacy and quirki-
ness, but no one can deny its many limitations. With the support of the NSW Government, the S,B&W 
Foundation - the generous owners of the Theatre - and our wonderful donors, we will be able to cre-
ate an amazing space to enable the best of theatre-making while retaining the soul of the SBW Sta-
bles,” Mr Meagher said. Griffin Artistic Director Declan Greene said the SBW Stables Theatre is 
beloved for its small size.“As the only theatre company in Australia exclusively devoted to our national 
voice, it is phenomenal that Griffin will soon have a home that better represents the boldness, ambi-
tion, and vision of this country’s playwrights – and, crucially, is accessible to all,” Mr Greene said.
“The SBW Stables stage has nurtured extraordinary Australian talent like Cate Blanchett, Michael 
Gow and Meyne Wyatt. We’re excited to see what we can do when that stage is just slightly bigger, 
and we owe a world of thanks to the Creative Capital Program for realising this dream.”
More details on the Creative Capital program are available on the Create NSW website: www.create.nsw.gov.au. 

http://www.create.nsw.gov.au/
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