
PRESIDENT’S LETTER
                May 2022

Dear Friends,
How many of us find wearing protective masks a 
challenge - especially throughout a lengthy theatrical 
performance? 
We are certainly living through ‘interesting times’. 
Although ‘living in interesting times’ has often been  
misinterpreted as part of an old Chinese curse, the 
large numbers of theatre casts and choruses 

recently infected by COVID and forced into isolation, 
probably feel that they have, indeed, been targeted by malevolent forces. 
But hopeful signs are now appearing. There is an added sense of community, 
increased appreciation for the performing arts and fresh creative opportunities.
This has been reflected in the results of a Australia Council for the Arts survey.                 
https://australiacouncil.gov.au/advocacy-and-research/audience-outlook-monitor/  
1. Nationally, 70% of audiences members are now attending in-person 
events compared to 29% in Delta-outbreak affected States in November 2021.
2. Arts audiences are reporting the highest spending levels since the 
pandemic started – a positive sign for economy.
3. Nationally, 6 in 10 (59%) of audiences overall say they are ready to attend 
cultural events, while 4 in 10 have some level of risk-aversion.
4. Audiences are optimistic about attending in 2022, with 4 in 5 (79%) making 
firm plans to attend an in-person cultural event.  However, 70% of those making 
plans are still staying local. Local events are perceived to be less risky by 
audiences and are seen as a way to support their communities. 
5. Most of those attending are satisfied overall with COVID-safety measures 
applied at recent cultural events they attended (79% satisfied)…audiences 
are encouraged by vaccination requirements and mask-wearing.
6. Uplifting content will attract audiences over the next year – while many 
are eager to return to the things they love. 
The findings support mask-wearing in theatres. Let’s not leave home without one.

2022 THEATRE AWARDS
This year the S,B&W Foundation was again main sponsor for the Sydney 
Theatre Awards. We extend warmest congratulations to this year’s Lifetime 
Achievement Awards winners, actor and writer 
Tony Sheldon and director Gale Edwards, who 
have both enjoyed successful careers here and 
internationally.
The Lifetime Achievement  Awards were 
presented by theatre academic and reviewer John 
McCallum, Chair of our Foundation Grants Panel. 

https://australiacouncil.gov.au/advocacy-and-research/audience-outlook-monitor/


Additional congratulations to producer and MC Ian 
Phipps for defying the pandemic. Although the 
2021 Awards were cancelled due to Covid 
concerns, Ian organised a safe event, a wonderful 
celebration of live theatre, recognising the many 
artists and creatives who kept theatre alive, and 
kept spirits up during hard months of lock downs, 
theatre closures, cancelled shows and tours. 
(photo) Peter Lowry and Camilla Rountree (ABF 
Secretary & Events Producer) at 2022 Theatre Awards.

FOUNDATION GRANTS & DONATIONS
The Foundation has gladly made significant 
donations to establish and sustain the (ABF) 
A c t o r s B e n e v o l e n t F u n d ’ s C O V I D - 1 9 
EMERGENCY FUND, providing help, when most 
needed, to entertainment professionals, throughout NSW and ACT, especially  
those impacted by Covid, to maintain their health, dignity and ability to work. 
The Foundation’s annual NIDA scholarship was awarded to Jules Bischoff, a 
third year student in Bachelor of Fine Arts (Properties and Objects). 
Congratulations Jules! Best wishes for your exciting future plans.
Welcome John McCallum, author, critic and commentator to our Grants Panel.
Despite the contraction of theatrical initiatives over the last two years, the 
Foundation has provided financial assistance to a limited number of groups and 
individuals for worthwhile projects. Recent Grant recipient, promising young 
theatre director Eugene Lynch, has been able to accept an invitation from Stuart 
Maunder, Artistic Director State Opera of South Australia, to act as an assistant 
on SOSA’s 2022 productions of Britten’s Turn of the Screw and, briefly, on 
Richard Meale’s Voss. Stuart has praised Eugene’s ‘invaluable’ contribution.
A Grant has been awarded to John Senczuk and Susan Mills to complete an 
important project commenced by Dr Seaborn: a history of S,B&W Foundation.
Grants were also awarded to actor Peter Carroll to develop his tribute to Les 
Murray and ACO for the children’s program How to Catch a Star (regional tour). 

EVENTS AT THE FOUNDATION: Many thanks to our staff, volunteers and North 
Sydney Council for very enjoyable and successful functions: a celebration of the 
Neutral Bay Music Hall - our contribution to North Sydney’s Seniors Festival - and 
a screening of The Eye of the Storm with special guest Antony Waddington.
 
VALE: Paul Goodchild, much-loved, brilliant trumpeter who generously brought 
his band to play at events including our opening of the Independent Theatre.

Best wishes and thank you for your generous, ongoing support,

Peter Lowry 
Peter Lowry OAM 
President
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THE MERRY WIVES OF WINDSOR 
by William Shakespeare 

New Theatre 520 King Street Newtown 
 

The old scoundrel, the fat knight Sir John 

Falstaff, erstwhile pal of Prince Hal, is down 

on his luck. 

Seeing a way to restore their fortunes, he schemes 

to seduce both Mistress Page and Mistress Ford, 

the wives of two wealthy merchants. 

There is much mayhem, dodgy disguises, 

misdirected letters.  A duel and a midnight 

denouement, before the tangle is unraveled.  

Shakespeare’s bright and breezy comedy of  

sexual jealousy, where clever women are forced 

to put up with dull ego-centric men is given an  

80’s reboot.  

 

Playing until 21 May 2022 

Thursday- to Saturday – 7.30pm Sunday -5pm 

Final performance Saturday 21 May – 2pm 

Tickets - $33.00 

Bookings – Carol Martin – 9955 5444 

  

 

  Book tickets for all 

 events early to avoid 

disappointment, some 

  sell out quickly and  

we have limited tickets 

 for certain events and 

   theatre productions. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

     

                     

Sydney Opera House Ladies Committee 
 

 

 

PLATINUM JUBILEE 

MOTHERS DAY HIGH TEA 

Strangers Dining Room 

 Parliament House 

6 Macquarie Street Sydney 

Kindly hosted by 

Hon. Natasha Maclaren-Jones MP  

Wednesday – 11 May 2022 – 12 noon 

Celebrating Queen Elizabeth’s  

Platinum Jubilee 

and the importance of all mothers and 

grandmothers with the Artistic Directors of 

Pacific Opera 

Cheryl Barker AO and Peter Coleman AO 

Introducing young singers accompanied by 

Bradley Gilchrist. 

Tickets - $95.00 

Call – Carol Martin - 9955 5444 

 

 

           Entertainment- Events- Plays-Music-Talks-Recitals-Musicals 
              

Volume 30 Issue 2 

2021 
 Phone – 9955 5444  - Email-office@sbwfoundation.com 

 Bookings – Call Carol Martin – 9955 5444 

Monday to Thursday – 10am to 4pm 

Seaborn, Broughton & Walford Foundation 
Suite 10, 20 Young Street Neutral Bay NSW 2089 
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AN AMERICAN IN PARIS 
Theatre Royal King Street Sydney 

Cast includes- Robbie Fairchild, 

 Leanne Cope, Jonathan Hickey, 

 Asleigh Rubenach, Sam Ward, Anne Wood 

and David Whitney. 

 

The Australian Ballet and GWB 

Entertainment are delighted to bring you 

the Australian Premiere of the rapturous, 

Broadway Musical- An American in Paris. 

Hailed as a tour de force for the stunning 

choreography, the four-time Tony Award 

winning Broadway Musical tells the story of 

a young American soldier and a beautiful 

French girl, set against the iconic backdrop 

of the most romantic city in the world. 

Saturday - 21 May 2022 – 2pm 

Tickets -$172.95 

Bookings 

Carol Martin – 9955 5444 




SYDNEY PHILHARMONIA CHOIRS 

 

 
 

Jubilation: Handel & Haydn 

Sydney Town Hall 
Brett Weymark – conductor 

 

All the ingredients are in place: 

The most celebrated composers of the  

18th century (sorry Bach, sorry Mozart). 

Anthems for a king’s coronation. A mass 

indelibly associated - after the event- 

with military victory. Trumpets and drums. 

A grand organ. And a huge chorus with 

hundreds of singers. 

Penelope Mills, Russell Harcourt, 

Louis Hurley and Christopher Richardson 

Sunday – 22 May  2022 – 3pm 

Tickets - $49.00 

Bookings – Carol Martin – 9955 5444 
  

 
 

GODS AND LITTLE FISHES 
by Richard Sydenham & Jamie Oxenbold 

New Theatre 542 King Street Newtown 
- 

In June 1960, travelling salesman Bazil 

Thorne won £100,000 in the Opera House 

Lottery. 

Five weeks later jubilation turned to 

tragedy when Bazil’s eight-year-old son 

Graeme was kidnapped. 

On 16 August 1960, Graeme’s body was 

found in bushland at Seaforth. 

This play is loosely based on this event. 

Playing to 25 June 2022 

Thurs to Sat- 7.30pm Sun- 5pm 

Tickets - $33.00 
 

Bookings – Carol Martin- 9955 5444 




HERCULE POIROT’S First Case 
Adapted by Jon Jory 

Based on The Mysterious Affair at Styles 

by Agatha Christie 

Director – Tom Massey 

Genesian Theatre 420 Kent Street Sydney 
 

Who poisoned the wealthy Emily 

Inglethorpe, and how did the murderer 

penetrate and escape from her locked 

bedroom? 

Poirot, a Belgian refugee of the Great War, 

is settling in a small village in England near 

the remote country manor of Emily 

Inglethorpe, a friend who assisted him in 

starting his new life. Hastings, arrives as a 

guest at her home.  When Emily is killed, 

Poirot uses his detective skills to solve the 

mystery.  
 

Sunday – 19 June 2022 – 4.30pm 

Tickets - $33.00 

Bookings – Carol Martin – 9955 5444 

 





WORDS AND MUSIC 
Seaborn Library Ground Floor  

20 Young Street Neutral Bay. 

 

The Lost Library: the Dennis Wolanski 

Library and kindred spirits 1973-2023 

Presented by Paul Bentley 
 

The Sydney Opera House Trust established  

the Dennis Wolanski Library and Archives 

of Performing Arts  in 1973. 

 Twenty years later, the it attracted NSW 

Government support to develop the library 

as part of a new performing arts museum, 

but the Carr Government shut down the 

museum project, closed the library and 

dispersed the collection in 1997. 

What was in the collection?  

What were the reasons for its closure? 

Since 1997. What efforts by kindred spirits, 

including the Seaborn, Broughton & 

Walford Foundation, have been made to 

preserve the story of the performing arts? 

  

Thursday – 30 June 2022- 10.30am 

$15.00 (includes morning tea) 

Bookings – Carol Martin – 9955 5444 









COFFEE & CAKE SUNDAYS 

FLAMENCO FIRE 
Independent Theatre 269 Miller Street 

North Sydney 

A spectacular new show that showcases 

contemporary flamenco dance and music 

displaying the essential characteristics of 

the flamenco tradition. A journey through 

this unique and incredible artform by some 

of Australia and Spain’s most revered 

flamenco artists. 

Sunday 3 July 2022 – 3pm to 5pm 

 

Tickets- General Admission - $69.66 

Pensioner- $59.11 

Bookings – Independent Theatre website 
 



 
Hayden Orpheum 

Superstar soprano Anna Netrebko 

makes her long awaited Met role debut 

as Puccini’s icy princess. Tenor 

Yonghoon Lee is the bold prince 

determined  to win Turandot’s love 

alongside  soprano Michelle  Bradley as 

the devoted servant  Liu 

Saturday – 9 July 2022 – 11.30am 

Sunday 10 July 2022 – 11.30am 

Adult- $28.00 

Concession- $24.00 

Bookings on line  www.orpheum.com 




 
 

Sydney Opera House Ladies Committee 

LUNCH WITH MR DARCY 
 

A special fundraising event held in 

memory of the late Jill Pratten, a 

dedicated, much loved and long-term 

member of the SOH Ladies Committee. 

We will be entertained with a small 

playlet on a series of proposals by  

Mr. Darcy and Mr. Collins. 
Yallamundi Rooms – Sydney Opera House 

(accessed via the Northern broadwalk) 
 

Aarne Neeme AM, will be the director of 

this play reading, esteemed acting teacher 

and award-winning director, has been 

involved in professional theatre since 

1962, and has directed over 300 

productions. 

A musical interlude will be included. 

Thursday – 14 July 2022- 11.30am 
 

Tickets - $120.00 
 

Bookings – Carol Martin – 9955 5444 


http://www.orpheum.com/


 
 

MOULIN ROUGE THE MUSICAL 

Capitol Theatre – 19 Campbell Street 

Haymarket 
 

Winner of 10 Tony Awards including 

best Musical, Baz Luhrman’s 

revolutionary film comes to life on 

stage, remixed in a new musical mash-

up extravaganza featuring 70 songs 

including many of the iconic hits from 

the movie, as well as additions from 

Adele, Katy Perry, Sta, Beyonce, 

Rihanna and more. 

Enter a world of splendour and romance 

of eye-popping excess and glitz, 

grandeur and glory. Pop the champagne 

and prepare for the spectacular 

spectacular. 

Welcome to Moulin Rouge! 

Sunday – 3pm – July 2022 Date TBA 

Tickets - $173.00 

Bookings- Carol Martin- 9955 5444 


 
by John Senczuk 

The First Decade of the Griffin Theatre Co 

1979-1988 

This insider account amply demonstrates 

the Company and its iconic Stables 

Theatre. At it’s height the company 

consisted of 150 actors, designers, writers, 

and technicians.  

This book also includes an interesting 

insight into Dr Rodney Seaborn’s life and 

times and his saving of the Stables 

Theatre.  

A detailed account of people, productions  

with a wealth of illustrations. 

 Cost - $38.00 Postage -$8.50 

Call – Carol Martin- 9955 5444 
  

 
 

Hayes Theatre Company 

19 Greenknowe Ave Potts Point 

Cast includes- Brendan Maclean,  

Brady Peeti, Georgina Hopson, 
 

In this captivating new production, set in 

1947 London, the Second World War is 

over, but the battle for our soul rages on 

inside St. Jude’s Military Asylum. Tear up 

your discharge papers and stay awhile 

because the lunatics are taking over the 

asylum.   

Directed by globally acclaimed performer,  

Hayden Tee, and featuring a spectacular 

cast of 14, including 6 actor-musicians as 

the Board of Governors. Jekyll and Hyde  

will take the audience on an immersive 

adventure in this intimate theatre. 
 

Saturday 20 August 2022 - 2pm 

Tickets - $79.00 

Bookings – Carol Martin 9955 5444 


 

 

ADVANCE NOTICE 
Opera Australia and the Really Useful group in 

association with Cameron Mackintosh present 

THE PHANTOM OF THE OPERA 
Sydney Opera House 

Joan Sutherland Theatre 
 

Now, you can hear them all in a spectacular 

new production that has stunned critics 

across the United Kingdom and North 

America. 

The Phantom of the Opera haunts the 

catacombs beneath the Paris Opera House. 

He’s man and mystery, a deformed genius. 

And in Christine Daae, he’s found the angel 

of music: the young woman he would make 

a star. 

Wednesday – 12 October 2022 – 1pm 

Limited tickets available -Stalls- $149  

Bookings – Carol Martin- 9955 5444 




 1 

The Seaborn, Broughton & Walford Foundation Archives proudly contains quite a few pieces of 

performing arts design. One such item is a costume design by Desmond Digby for the legendary Dame 

Joan Sutherland to wear in the title role in Lakmé, for The Australian Opera production in 1976. 

Lakmé is an 1883 opera by French composer Léo Delibes. Set in 19th Century India, it is a story of 

doomed romance between a British army officer and Lakmé, the daughter of a Hindu priest. 

Desmond Digby designed both the sets and the costumes for this 1976 production. His designs were 

purposely made as colourful as possible to emphasise the story of a clash of cultures. The same 

production went on to Canberra in 1977, where Joan Carden played the title role. 

At the time, the production was received with mixed reviews. The Canberra Times reviewer described 

how ‘large numbers of patrons apparently loved it, many critics obviously didn’t’, but noted that the 

‘sets and costumes designed by Desmond Digby lavishly recreate the Indian location of this opera’.  

This costume design held by the Foundation, below left, is a limited edition print signed by Desmond 

Digby. It forms part of the personal papers of Virginia Sargent (teacher and publicist) and her father 

Norman Kessell (noted Sydney theatre critic and founder of the Glugs) in the Foundation’s archives. 

Treasures from the S,B&W Foundation Performing Arts Archives and Library 

Lakmé costume design by Desmond Digby 

 Susan Mills, Archivist 

Costume design by Desmond Digby for Joan 

Sutherland in Act One of Lakmé (1976). 

Costume design held in the S,B&W Foundation 

archives (Accession 2011/12). 

Joan Sutherland on stage in Act Two of the 

1976 production of Lakmé (see surviving 

costume overleaf). 

(Photograph: Bill Moseley/Opera Australia archives.) 
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Treasures from the S,B&W Foundation Performing Arts Archives and Library 

Lakmé costume design by Desmond Digby 

Artist and designer Desmond Digby was born in 1933 in New Zealand. After his schooling, he enrolled in 

the Elam School of Fine Arts, part of the University of Auckland. On graduation he became a stage 

designer for the New Zealand Players, then 1955 saw him travel on a study scholarship to Slade School 

of Fine Art in London. There, he went on to design for theatre and opera productions at Glyndebourne 

and Covent Garden.  

Desmond Digby relocated to Sydney in 1959, and began a prolific and successful career designing 

costumes and sets for The Australian Elizabethan Theatre Trust, The Australian Opera, The Australian 

Ballet, and J.C. Williamson Ltd, among others. He was a creator of beautiful headdresses as well, 

including for Marilyn Monroe in the film The Prince and the Showgirl, and ballerina Margot Fonteyn. 

Desmond Digby was also an artist. His portrait of Patrick White (1965) is in the Art Gallery of NSW 

collection, along with 20 other artworks, and he illustrated many notable Patrick White novel covers, 

along with the very popular Bottersnikes & Gumbles series of children’s books. His illustrations for 

Waltzing Matilda won the Children’s Book Council of Australia’s 1970 Picture Book of the Year award. 

In 2015, The Sydney Morning Herald obituary for Desmond Digby included the following quote from the 

multi-talented artist and designer, seemingly capturing his love of variety in artistic projects— 

 “I couldn't imagine anything worse than just having one big idea and working through variations 

 of it for your whole career. More than anything, I am a collaborator. Terrible word! But one of my 

 greatest joys was seeing everything being made properly, the set makers, the sewing of the 

 costumes. I loved that.” 

Desmond Digby (left) fitting Joan Sutherland for Lakmé in 1976. 

The Making of Lakmé documentary, Film Australia, 1976 (NF&SA). 

Costume for Act Two of Lakmé. 

(Australian Performing Arts Collection). 



There were stories, photos, posters and scrapbooks to share at our Memories of the 
Neutral Bay Music Hall event. The popular theatre restaurant, established by George 
and Lorna Miller, 1961 - 1980, is an important part of North Sydney’s performing arts 
history. Our archivist, Susan Mills, had arranged a display of photos and memorabilia. 
Following refreshments, guests reconnected with their memories as actor Ron 
Blanchard amused the gathering with hilarious anecdotes. Christine Little and Jan 
McKenzie-Smith, George and Lorna daughters, recounted their memories, as did Ian 
McKenzie-Smith who worked in an administrative role. (Christine has recently set up a 
Music Hall Facebook Page) Denise Jepsen, whose Mum, Gay Lawrence, worked in 
Publicity and Box Office recalled, from a child's perspective, deep-red velvet curtains, 
George's handle-bar moustache and his violin-playing, gracious hostess Lorna with her 
piano accordion, the horse and carriage that travelled the roads advertising the Music 
Hall - and so much more. Messages were read from past performers including Barry 
Creyton (from UK), Noeline Brown, Benita Collings, and Peter and Catherine Casey (in 
Victoria). The merry event concluded with a bracket of familiar old Music Hall tunes.  



(Photos): Antony Waddington with a portrait of Dr Seaborn; Antony takes a Q&A 
session in the theatrette; Antony with theatre historian John S. Clark.

We were delighted to welcome producer Antony Waddington to our theatrette 
for a screening of The Eye of the Storm an adaptation of Patrick White’s novel. 
Aa audience numbers were limited due to health concerns, please ring Carol 
Martin (99555444) if you would like to be invited to a repeat screening. Antony 
introduced the film, answered questions, and sent the following kind note: 

It was a pleasure to join Friends of the S,B&W Foundation in their 
screening room recently to watch, ‘The Eye of the Storm’.
There would be no film if it wasn’t for Dr. Seaborn’s support of the project over 
some years as we raised several rounds of development finance and, of course, 
the production finance.
It’s a film I am genuinely proud of. To have worked on Patrick White’s great novel 
with screenwriter Judy Morris and director Fred Schepisi alone would be reason 
enough, but then add the terrific cast including Judy Davis, John Gaden, 
Geoffrey Rush, Robyn Nevin, Helen Morse and others, and it was simply a 
dream come true. 
Historian Manning Clark described the society in White's novel as, ‘the Austral-
British Protestant ascendancy’. The story, set in 1973, marks a changing of the 
guard in our heritage as this world was coming to the end of its predominance. 
Interestingly the 70’s became a time of formidable cultural awakening for 
Australia when significant filmmakers, performers, designers, artists, intellectuals 
and others made their mark on the world stage. What a fascinating time White 
was part of; and what a brilliant legacy he left us.
My only regret is that Dr. Seaborn did not live to see the film completed: I hope 
that in small part it speaks to his contribution to our cultural life. The S,B&W 
Foundation’s work is perhaps more important than ever, as we emerge from a 
time when the arts have suffered substantially due to the pandemic. Dr. 
Seaborn’s work was critical to so many in the creative industries, how fortunate 
we are to continue benefiting from his largesse. 
Extra Notes:  Endangered Productions will present Peer Gynt from 30 June - 3 July 
at Paddington RSL. Patron of  EP is Shana Buchanan, niece of Dr Seaborn AO OBE.  

Thanks to Caroline Mackie-superb catering and John Clark-introducing new Friends. 






