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$77 for Life. 

Call Carol – 9955 5444 

 

  

. 
 

     The Sydney Opera House Ladies Committee 

     would appreciate your support in attending a 

                  CHAMPAGNE COMEDY by 

                         PYMBLE PLAYERS    

 

           

   Cast includes- Ross Holohan, Madeleine Dart 

     Andrew Cougle, Curtis Harrild, Brian May 

                         and Murray Fane. 

        Pymble Players- Cnr Mona Vale Road and 

     Bromley Ave Pymble/enter from Bromley Ave                       
 

 

    Jim and Mary Baxter are in the middle  of one 

                       of life’s major traumas. 

  They are building an extension on their house. 

      A great deal of their time is consumed in 

    negotiations with their builder, the charming 

but evasive David. By turns hilarious and touching,  

  this well-observed comedy will bring smiles and 

 groans of recognition to all those who have been  

involved in this situation-and a few rueful warnings 

                     to those who have not!   

    Thursday – February 10 2022 – 8pm- $40 
 

          Bookings – Carol Martin – 9955 5444 
 

You could also win a lucky seat prize of a bottle of  

Moët & Chandon Champagne 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BREAKING THE CODE 
by Hugh Whitemore 

New Theatre 520 King Street Newtown 

During the Second World War, tucked away in the  

Country at Bletchley Park, the most mathematical 

minds in Britain were working to crack the complex  

German military code known as Enigma. 

One of them was genius Alan Turing, now often 

called the father of computer science, who invented 

a machine that broke the code. He was decorated 

 by Churchill but the top-secret nature of his work 

 meant his vital contribution remained unknown 

 to the wider public. 

After the war, at a time when being homosexual 

 was a criminal offence, Turing’s arrest on a charge 

of gross indecency after admitting to a sexual liaison 

with a rent boy smashed the homophobic code.  
The public humiliation that followed, left him 

 physically and mentally debilitated. 

  He died by his own hand, aged 41, forgotten 

 and alone. 

It would take 60 years for him to receive  

an apology from the British Government. 

He was posthumously pardoned by the Queen 

 in 2013.  

In 2019, a ‘BBC viewers poll voted him the greatest 

person of the 20th century, and in 2021 he became 

the new face of £50 note.  

        
  Playing from 10 February to the 5 March 

           Thursday to Saturday at 7.30pm 

                           Sunday at 5pm 

Tickets - $33.00 – Bookings – Carol Martin 

                                  9955 5444 
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MURDERED TO DEATH 

by Peter Gordon  

Genesian Theatre 420 Kent Street Sydney 

 

The play introduces the inept and bungling 

Inspector Pratt, who battles against the 

odds and his own incompetence to solve 

the murder of the house’s owner. Bunting 

the butler, an English Colonel with the 

prerequisite stiff upper lip, a shady French 

art dealer and his moll, bumbling local 

inspectors and a well-meaning local sleuth 

who seems to attract murder – they’re all 

here, and all caught up in the side-splitting 

antics which follow the mysterious death of 

the owner of a country manor house. It 

soon becomes clear that the murderer isn’t 

finished yet; but will the murderer be 

unmasked before everyone else has met 

their doom, or will audiences die laughing? 

Tickets - $33.00 

 Sunday – 20 February 2022 4.30pm 

Bookings – Carol Martin 9955 5444 

 



 

        Hayden Orpheum 330 Military Road 

                               Cremorne 

     LA TRAVIATA - ON SYDNEY HARBOUR 

Verdi’s hugely popular La Traviata returns 

to the Harbour water stage featuring a 

breathtaking  soaring 3.5 ton chandelier 

covered in  10,000 shimmering  Swarovski 

crystals. With timeless romantic arias, 

lively choreography, beautiful costumes 

and spectacular fireworks. 

Part of the World’s Most spectacular opera 

series, this production does not disappoint. 

Saturday – 5 March 2022 – 11.30am 

Sunday – 6 March 2022 – 11.30am 

Adults - $28,00 Concessions- $24.00 

Length – 120 minutes 
 

Bookings Cremorne Orpheum website 
 
 

 

 



CONCERT AND CAKE SUNDAYS 

THE WINTHER QUARTET 

Independent Theatre 

269 Miller Street North Sydney 
 

Join the brilliant Winther Quartet on a 

musical journey of music from Mozart to 

Tchaikovsky as we discover masterpieces 

that helped shape each era. With 

outstanding music, coffee and cake, it’s 

sure to be a Sunday to remember. 

Coffee and cakes by French Patisserie 

Madame and Yves. 

Sunday 6 March 2022 – 3pm 

Tickets - $39.90 

Bookings on line at Live at Yours 


 
                Griffin Theatre Co 

           ORANGE THROWER 

         by Kirsty Marillier 
 

      Winner of the Rodney Seaborn 

      Playwrights Award 2019 

        SBW Stables Theatre 

    10 Nimrod Street Darlinghurst 
 

 The night is still. The air is hot and thick. 

From up on the roof, matching houses 

stretch as far as the eye can see.  

Welcome to the sunny suburb of paradise.  

While her folks are back in Johannesburg, 

Zadie is holding down the family fort. 

This means keeping her little sis away 

from bush doofs and avoiding the cute boy 

next door. 

All that changes when an unexpected 

visitor bursts back into Zadie’s life in the 

middle of the night breaking the silence 

with loud music and even louder opinions. 

To make matters worse someone’s been 

pelting the house with oranges. 

Saturday –19 March 2022 – 1pm 

Tickets - $55.00 

Bookings – Carol Martin -9955 5444    




 
North Sydney Council Seniors Week 

1st in the new 2022  series of 

Words and Music 

The Music Hall (Neutral Bay) 

To celebrate Senior’s Week 

You are invited to reconnect with the Old 

Music Hall, Neutral Bay. 

Bring your memories (written or just 

recalled) and enjoy sharing them with other 

Music Hall lovers at this merry talk down 

memory lane. 

There will be surprise guests and an 

opportunity to hum-along to favourite 

music hall melodies as we reconnect with 

George and Lorna Miller’s amazing  

Music Hall. 

Tuesday – 29 March 2022 – 3pm 

Afternoon refreshments 2pm 

Sponsored by North Sydney Council. 

Bookings essential –  

Call - Carol Martin- 9955 5444  




 


CONCERT AND CAKE SUNDAYS 

Independent Theatre 

269 Miller Street North Sydney 
 

Join acclaimed musicians Richard 

Narroway and Vatche Jambazian in an 

afternoon of entrancing music. Richard will 

open with a magnificent Bach cello suite 

before fast forwarding to the 21st Century 

with composer Tilman Robinson and his 

psychedelic piece for cello and electronics. 

Vatche will join Richard for the whimsical 

Debussy sonata. 
 

Sunday – 3 April 2022 – 3pm 

Tickets - $39.90 

Bookings on line – at – Live at Yours 

 


 

 
THE RED DUST 

The Concourse Theatre Chatswood 

Sydney in the Future. 

A Chinese-Australian Fable for 7+  
 

The climate has reached tipping point, and 

a red dust storm, blown from the central 

desert covers the city. 

Fourteen-year-old Talia spends her 

afternoons daydreaming on social media 

while she waits for her climate scientist 

mother to return from the Blue Mountains. 

Days pass, and still her Mother doesn’t 

return. As Talia travels across the 

devastated landscape to find her, she 

begins to realise -the red dust of living- 

might be more important than she ever 

dreamed. 
 

Wednesday – 6 April 2022-10.30am & 1pm 

Thursday – 7 April 2022 – 2pm & 6pm 

Tickets- $35 –  

Family 2 adults /2 children-$120 

Bookings – 80758100 


 
LADY WINDERMERE’S FAN 

by Oscar Wilde 
Genesian Theatre 420 Kent Street Sydney 

Cast includes- Aimee Honor, Nathan Moss, 

Sam Walter,  and Michael Noonan, 
 

On the day of her twenty first birthday ball, 

Lady Windermere is presented with both a 

beautiful fan from her husband, and a 

shocking suspicion that he is having an 

affair with a mysterious older woman. 

After a series of adulterous rumours are 

unveiled, she discovers that Lord 

Windermere has been secretly syphoning 

money into the account of one Mrs Erlynne, 

a woman who has set the tongues of 

London’s elite wagging. 

Sunday – (April) TBA – 4.30pm 

Tickets - $33-  

Bookings – Carol Martin – 9955 5444 




 
FOUR WINDS FESTIVAL 2022 

on April 13 to 17 2022 

Four Winds Road, Barragga Bay 

Bermagui NSW 

This will be the second Festival curated by  

 Creative Director Wendy Hume AM. 

The entire three-day program is full of new 

audience experiences, film and live music, 

video installations, powerful percussion, 

birdsong, meditation …. even opera! 

At the heart of the festival is a celebration 

of the cultures and stories of our own 

region, and the solace and nourishment of 

sharing live music- from baroque to 

contemporary, experienced in a natural 

environment. 

For further information –  

Phone 0264933366 or email- 

Contact@FOURWINDS.com.au 
 





BOOK 

GRIFFIN RISING 

by John Senczuk 
 

The First Decade of the Griffin Theatre  

Company 1979-1988 

This insider account amply demonstrates, 

the Company and its iconic Stables Theatre 

have nurtured and sustained a plethora of 

emerging artists and enriched Australian 

cultural life. 

A detailed account of people, productions 

and politics of the Company is 

complimented by a wealth of illustrations. 
 

Cost -$38.00 Postage $8.50 

Call – Carol Martin – 9955 5444 




FUTURE EVENTS 

For Sydney Opera House Ladies Committee 

Events in March (Yum Cha Lunch) and in 

May (Lunch at Parliament House) Dates to 

be confirmed. Please call Carol Martin  

9955 5444 and register your interest and 

you will be called when dates and prices 

are available. 


 

 
AN AMERICAN IN PARIS 
Theatre Royal King Street Sydney 

Cast includes- Robbie Fairchild, 

 Leanne Cope, Jonathan Hickey, 

 Asleigh Rubenach, Sam Ward, Anne Wood 

and David Whitney. 

 

The Australian Ballet and GWB 

Entertainment are delighted to bring you 

the Australian Premiere of the rapturous, 

Broadway Musical- An American in Paris. 

Hailed as a tour de force for the stunning 

choreography, the four-time Tony Award 

winning Broadway Musical tells the story of 

a young American soldier and a beautiful 

French girl, set against the iconic backdrop 

of the most romantic city in the world. 

Saturday - 21 May 2022 – 2pm 

Tickets -$172.95 

Bookings 

Carol Martin – 9955 5444 




SYDNEY PHILHARMONIA CHOIRS 

 
Jubilation: Handel & Haydn 

Sydney Town Hall 
Brett Weymark – conductor 

 

All the ingredients are in place: 

The most celebrated composers of the  

18th century (sorry Bach, sorry Mozart). 

Anthems for a king’s coronation. A mass 

indelibly associated - after the event- 

with military victory. Trumpets and drums. 

A grand organ. And a huge chorus with 

hundreds of singers. 

Penelope Mills, Russell Harcourt, 

Louis Hurley and Christopher Richardson 

Sunday – May 22 2022 – 3pm 

Tickets - $49.00 

Bookings – Carol Martin – 9955 5444   


mailto:Contact@FOURWINDS.com.au










 1 

On display at the Seaborn, Broughton & Walford Foundation offices in Neutral Bay is an intriguing 

theatre scenery artwork by stage designer Desmonde Downing, for the 1950 production of Dark of the 

Moon at the Independent Theatre, North Sydney. 

Desmonde Florence Downing was born in Neutral Bay, Sydney in 1920, the eldest of five children. In 

1937, at the age of 17, she enrolled to study art at the East Sydney Technical College. With the 

outbreak of the Second World War, she served first as a voluntary aid in the Citizen Military Forces, 

and then as part of the Australian Army Medical Women’s Service stationed in Australia, Bougainville 

and New Guinea.   

In 1946, Desmonde Downing returned to the arts. Under the Commonwealth Reconstruction Training 

Scheme she studied painting at the Julian Ashton Art School, and dramatic arts with actress and 

producer Doris Fitton, legendary artistic director of the Independent Theatre. She started acting in 

plays at the Independent Theatre, and then specialised in set and costume designs.  

In her 1981 autobiography, Doris Fitton called Desmonde “one of our most talented stage designers”.  

Treasures from the S,B&W Foundation Performing Arts Archives and Library 

Desmonde Downing’s set design for Dark of the Moon (1950) 

 Susan Mills, Archivist 

In 1950, Desmonde Downing designed 

and made the scenery for Dark of the 

Moon at the Independent Theatre. Doris 

Fitton described the sets as “brilliantly 

effective”. 

During her career, she designed for The 

Independent and other stages such as 

for the National Opera Company, 

Gertrude Johnson’s National Theatre 

Arts Festival (1952), the Australian 

Elizabethan Theatre Trust’s The Magic 

Flute (1956), and designed with artist 

Sidney Nolan for Ned Kelly (1956) at the 

Elizabethan Theatre, Newtown. 

Desmonde Downing was also a designer 

for A.B.C. film and television from 1957 

to 1975, along with international events 

such as The Beatles’ ballet Mods and 

Rockers (1963) in London, and the 1968 

Olympics in Mexico City. 
Desmonde painting the sets of ‘Dark of the Moon’, 1950. 

(from Doris Fitton’s ‘Not Without Dust and Heat: My Life in Theatre’) 
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Treasures from the S,B&W Foundation Performing Arts Archives and Library 

Desmonde Downing’s set design for Dark of the Moon (1950) 

The scenery design on display at the S,B&W 

Foundation is for the cabin scene in Act II of 

Dark of the Moon. Part of this artwork is 

pictured, left.  

Written in 1944 by American playwrights 

Howard Richardson and William Berney, the 

play is loosely based on a Scottish folk ballad 

popular in southern America called ‘Barbara 

Allen’, which tells of a young man pining with 

love for the beautiful Barbara Allen. 

Dark of the Moon sets this fantasy-tinged 

version in the foothills of the Appalachian 

Mountains, where a witch-boy seeks 

transformation into a human after he falls 

deeply in love with the captivating mountain-

girl Barbara Allen. 

With a cast of mountain folk and witches, the story is both earthy and otherworldly. There was some 

controversy when the production travelled to Melbourne, causing the Police Inspector to view the play 

himself and declare “there is nothing in the play “Dark of the Moon” that warrants Police Attention.” 

Reviews praised Desmonde Downing’s atmospheric sets. The Age stated “The settings call for much 

ingenuity, ranging from the eerie and supernatural for the mountain top and witch scenes, to the 

amusingly decorative for the rural simplicity of the hill-billy action.” It was the beginning of a long and 

prolific career as a skilful and innovative Australian theatre designer. 

(left) Desmonde 

Downing with the 

artwork at the 

University of Sydney 

architectural 

exhibition, 1951, that 

now hangs at the 

S,B&W Foundation 

office; 

 

(right) programme of 

‘Dark of the Moon’ 

from the S,B&W 

Foundation archives. 


	SBW Newsletter Page 2 3 4 Final



