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Dear Friends 
 
Spring has arrived at last with summertime just a matter 
of weeks away, our SBW Foundation Administrator 
Carol Martin has advised me that this is the last 
Newsletter for 2014. This provides me with an early 
opportunity, to convey our warmest thanks and festive 
greetings to you. On behalf of the Board and Staff of the 
Seaborn, Broughton & Walford Foundation, may I wish 
you all a wonderful Christmas and a New Year filled with 
an abundance of good health, happiness and fine 
entertainment. 
 
At this time of year our thoughts inevitably turn to gift 
giving. Please consider giving a gift of Friendship.  Carol 
can help you sign up a friend or family member as an 
Annual or Life Friend of the SBW Foundation. By 
increasing our Foundation family, we can further help 
support the performing arts. 
 
As usual, Carol has devised an interesting programme of 
theatre seats for us to enjoy during the summer. I 
encourage you to go through the list carefully and ring 
Carol as soon as possible on 99555444 to secure your 
tickets. The allocation of best seats is, understandably, 
quite limited and so it’s always advisable to book early to 
avoid disappointment. 
 
Most of you will remember the pivotal and award-
winning role played by Dr Seaborn, the SBW Foundation 
and the Friends in rescuing and restoring the Independent 
Theatre in the 1990’s.  
A few weeks ago, a small celebration was held in the 
foyer, to mark the 75th anniversary, on the 2nd September 
1939, of the Theatre’s reopening as ‘The Independent 
Theatre’ under the artistic direction of the renowned 
Doris Fitton. A small chamber group of talented Wenona 
girls played for the guests, and the Principal of Wenona 
School, Dr Briony Scott, and her staff welcomed 
representatives of the SBW Foundation, the Friends, the 
North Sydney Council and the performing arts.  
It gave my wife Carolyn and I great pleasure, on your 
behalf, to honour a pledge given by Dr. Seaborn by 
presenting the Independent and Wenona with a number of 
framed photographs of historical significance for 
perpetual display. They included a portrait of Doris Fitton 
(1897-1985). 
 
 
 

 
 

The visit of Sir Laurence Olivier and Vivien Leigh 
to the Independent in 1948 to attend a production of 

Mourning Becomes Electra, the original cast of Sumner 
Locke Elliott’s landmark play Rusty Bugles (1948) and a 
promotional article for Peter Pan, a 1966 Independent 
Children’s Theatre production starring Jacqui Weaver and 
David Goddard. 
Other guests on this anniversary occasion were SBW 
Friend and member of the Restoration Project Group Bill 
Power, North Sydney Council historian Dr Ian Hoskins 
and distinguished members of the performing arts:  
Peter Cousens, Amelia Farrugia, Jane Rutter and David 
Goddard all of whom have performed at the Independent 
Theatre. 
 
It is with sadness we learned of the passing recently of Phil 
Miller, who was Dr. Seaborn’s secretary for many years, 
and well-known to all those who visited the SBW 
Foundation in its Wattle House days. 
 
I would also like to extend our warmest congratulations to 
Dr Judy White AM, a long-term member of the Board of 
the SBW Foundation. Judy has recently been honoured by 
the University of Newcastle with a special Alumni Award 
for exceptional community service in recognition of her 
significant contributions to the relationships between the 
University of Newcastle and its community. 
As many of you will know, Judy lives at Belltrees, Scone 
and is a passionate promoter of the Hunter Valley region. 
She has also written about the history of the area in 8 of 
her 11 books. She has served on many boards including 
the Hunter Valley Research Foundation, Dr Barnardo’s 
Training Farm, the AETT, the Hunter Economic 
Development Corporation, the Hunter Institute of 
Technology, and the University of Newcastle Foundation. 
Judy worked on creating the archives of the Royal 
Agricultural Society and the SBW Foundation. Judy 
received a Bicentennial Women Award in 1998 and was 
named a Member of the Order of Australia. 
After two and half decades of service, Judy has decided to 
step down from the SBWF Board. On your behalf, and on 
behalf of the Board and Staff of SBW Foundation. I extend 
our grateful thanks to Judy for her tremendous 
contribution and wish her every success and happiness in 
the future. 
Best wishes and thank you for your ongoing support. 
 
Peter Lowry OAM 

Chairman 
 
 
 
 
 



  

  HARVEST   
by Richard Bean 

Directed by Louise Fischer 
New Theatre 542 King Street Newtown 

 

This sprawling comic romp follows four 
generations of a Yorkshire pig-farming family as 

they fight to protect their livelihood over the 
course of the 20

th
 century. 

At the heart of the story is the life of William 
Harrison, beginning as a 19 year old eager for 

adventure in the trenches of the Somme during 
WW1 and ending as a wise-cracking 109 year old 

whose candle shows no signs of snuffing out. 
Bean, the celebrated writer of One Man, Two 
Guvnors, has created a theatrical landscape of 
epic proportions and infused this family saga of 

life on the land. 
 

Playing until 8 November 2014 
Thurs to Sat – 7.30pm and Sun – 5pm 

Tickets - $30.00 
Bookings- Carol Martin – 9955 5444 

 






AMADEUS 
by Peter Shaffer 

Directed by Stephen Lloyd-Coombs 
Genesian Theatre 420 Kent Street Sydney 

 

A prodigy who composed his first concerto at 
four, his first symphony at five. Undeniable 
musical brilliance, charm and verve: this is 

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart. 
Antonio Salieri, court composer to the Emperor 

Joseph 11, is a prolific young man at the 
Hapsburg court. Leading a virtuous life, he 

expects God to grant him fame. When Mozart 
appears at the Hapsburg court, Salieri soon 

realises that the little man’s skills greatly surpass 
his own. Thirty years after Mozart’s death, a 

rumour is spread throughout Vienna: Salieri is 
said to have poisoned Mozart. How did all this 

come to pass? And did Salieri really murder 
Mozart? 

 
Sunday – 9 November 2014 – 4.30pm 

Tickets- $28.00 
Bookings – Carol Martin - 9955 5444 

 




SWEENEY TODD 
The Demon Barber of Fleet Street 

Music & Lyrics by Stephen Sondheim 
New Theatre 542 King Street Newtown 

 

Benjamin Barker (alias Sweeney Todd) returns to 
the teeming slums of 19

th
 century London after 

15 years exile in Australia for a crime he didn’t 
commit, to find his wife has killed herself after 
being raped by the brutal judge who sentenced 
him. Tormented by unbearable grief and driven 
to kill by the need to avenge the terrible wrong, 

Sweeney sets up as a barber and begins to 
murder his unsuspecting customers, after which 
his accomplice Mrs. Lovett bakes them into pies 

which prove extremely popular with the local 
populace. 

Playing- 20 November to 20 December 2014 
Thurs to Sat – 7.30pm Sun – 5pm 

Tickets - $30.00 
Bookings – Carol Martin – 9955 5444 
  

 

Opera & Arts Group Inc  
present 

CHRISTMAS CABARET & 

MUSICAL EXTRAVAGANZA 

 

Join us at the William Wilkins Gallery  
(Level 7, 35 Bridge Street Sydney) for a 

celebration showcasing the extraordinary talents 
of the cream of Australia’s musical theatre and 
cabaret artists presenting a spectacular evening 

of star-studded entertainment. 
Tyran Parke award-winning singer, actor and 

recording artist will continue his crucial 
undertaking of producing and directing the 

show.  
 

Friday – 21 November 2014 
 6.30pm for 7pm  
Tickets - $95.00 

Bookings – Carol Martin – 9955 5444 
(The Opera & Arts Support Group kindly donate 10% 

of all ticket money to the SBW Foundation for 
bookings made by SBW Friends through our SBW 

Foundation office) 
 



Please note The Actors’ Forum play reading 
‘The Moon is Blue’ will not be going ahead on 

19 October 2014. Actors’ Forum will be in 
recess for 2015. It hopes to resume at the 

Independent Theatre in 2016. 










Seaborn Broughton & Walford 

Foundation Christmas Party 

& the presentation of the  

Rodney Seaborn Playwrights 

Award 2014 
 

To be held at the SBW Stables Theatre foyer 
10 Nimrod Street Kings Cross 

SBW Friends are invited to join us for 
complimentary food and drinks. 

 

Tuesday – 2
nd

 December 2014 
5pm to 6.30pm 

 
Please RSVP with guests names to 

Carol Martin – 9955 5444 
by 27

 
November 2014 

 

If you would like to stay and see the play at the 
SBW Stables Theatre after the party 

Details are as follows – 
 

EMERALD CITY 
by David Williamson 

Directed by Lee Lewis 
Cast includes- Lucy Bell, Mitchell Butel, 

 Marcus Graham, Jennifer Hagan, Kelly Paterniti 
and Gareth Yuen  

 
Welcome to the glittering jewel of that OZ. 

Fading screenwriter Colin is not long in Sydney 
before he’s seduced by its obsession with 

success. Teaming up with well-connected hack 
writer Mike, Colin finds himself in a tug of war 
between artistic ambition and big bucks. Fame 
and fortune – not to mention Mike’s criminally 

hot girlfriend – are up for grabs. 
Part love letter, part hate mail to the harbor city, 

Emerald City is one of the best works by 
Australian theatre’s most beloved craftsman and 

commentator, David Williamson. 
 

Play commences at 7pm 
Tickets – $39.00 

 

Bookings – Carol Martin – 9955 5444 


 

 
Sydney Opera House Ladies’ Committee 

invites all Friends of the SBW Foundation to join 
them for a  

Merry Christmas Lunch    

Castlereagh Boutique Hotel 
(169 Castlereagh Street between Market 

 and Park Streets) 
 

The festive entertainment will feature award-
winning opera director Stuart Maunder, 

accompanied at the piano by distinguished 
opera singer, conductor and pianist Anne-Maree 

McDonald, in a light hearted entertainment 
celebrating Noel Coward, entitled  

‘Mad About Coward’. 
Christmas bubbles, lunch, entertainment and 

jollity. 
 

Thursday – 4 December 2014 
12 noon for 12.30pm 

Tickets - $72.00 
Bookings – Carol Martin – 9955 5444 



RUPERT 
by David Williamson 

Theatre Royal King Street Sydney 
 

This smash hit new production from Australia’s 
best-known playwright is coming to Sydney! 

Featuring a brilliant ensemble cast, Rupert is an 
unconventional, revue style exposition of the life 
and times of Keith Rupert Murdoch – the most 

powerful media magnate in modern history. 
Watch as Rupert tap-dances his way (sometimes 

literally!) through his first newspaper 
acquisitions, discos towards his American 

breakthrough, shares a fiery flamenco with 
Margaret Thatcher and charms some of the 

most colourful characters of the 20
th

 Century in 
his spectacular rise to the top. But what happens  

when the man behind the news suddenly 
becomes the news? 

This exhilarating play will have an exclusive 
three-week season at the Theatre Royal before 

transferring to London’s West End. 
 
 

Wednesday – 10
 
December 2014 

7pm 
Stalls tickets - $95.00 

Bookings – Carol Martin – 9955 5444 
 





DIRTY DANCING 
The Classic Story onstage returns to Australia 

for a 10
th

 anniversary production! 
Sydney Lyric Theatre 

 

Seen by millions across the globe, this world 
wide smash hit explodes with heart-pounding 
music, passionate romance and sensationally 

sexy dancing. 
Featuring hit songs including ‘Hungry Eyes’, ‘Hey 
Baby’, ‘Do you love me?’ and the heart stopping 

“(I’ve Had) The Time Of My Life” it’s an 
unforgettable live experience. 

Relive the iconic love story of Baby and Johnny, 
two fiercely independent young spirits from 

different worlds, who come together in what will 
be the most challenging and triumphant summer 

of their lives. 
 

Sunday 1 February 2015- 1pm 
Tickets - $84.90 

Thursday 12 February 2015 – 8pm 
Tickets - $79.90 

Bookings – Carol Martin – 9955 5444 




THE WINSLOW BOY 

by Terrence Rattigan 
Directed by Nanette Frew 

Genesian Theatre 420 Kent St Sydney 
 

With the revival of interest in Rattigan it seems 
the perfect opportunity to bring back this most 

powerful and moving play about a Father’s belief 
against all odds, that ‘Right must be done’. 

Terence Rattigan based his 1946 drama on the 
actual experience of an upper-middle-class 
family whose legal defense of a son’s honor 

became a cause célèbre when its brief against 
the English political establishment was debated 

in London’s High Court. A top-draw ensemble do 
the honors in this tense legal drama, which 

Rattigan has shrewdly taken out of the 
courtroom and into the drawing room.  

 

Sunday – 1 February 2015 – 4.30pm 
Tickets - $28.00 

Bookings – Carol Martin – 9955 5444 


VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
We have our Newsletter mail out 4 times a year 
if you can spare 2 or 3 hours to help us it would 

be very much appreciated. 
Friendly company and morning tea provided 

2015 dates to be confirmed. 
Please call – Carol Martin 9955 5444 




BLOOD BROTHERS 
Hayes Theatre 

19 Greenknowe Ave Potts Point  
Cast includes – Helen Dallimore & Bobby Fox 

Blood Brothers is the hilarious and 
heartbreaking musical that tells the 

unforgettable story of the Johnstone twins. 
Separated at birth when their mother cannot 

afford to keep them, they grow up streets apart, 
becoming best friends but never knowing the 

truth. The prophecy that twins who are 
separated at birth will die on the day they find 
out their heritage brings this stunningly crafted 

musical to its shattering conclusion. 
 

Sunday – 8 February 2015 – 1pm 
Tickets - $53.50 

Bookings – Carol Martin – 9955 5444 


ADVANCE NOTICE 
 

Opera Australia and John Frost 
present 

ANYTHING GOES 
by Cole Porter  

Joan Sutherland Theatre Sydney Opera House 
Cast includes –Caroline O’Connor,  

Todd McKenney, Carmen Duncan, Alan Jones, 
Wayne Scott-Kermond, Claire Lyon and  

Alex Rathgeber 
 

For decades, Anything Goes has captivated 
millions with its delightful story of madcap antics 
aboard the S.S. American.  When the ocean liner 

embarks from New York to London, etiquette 
and convention get tossed out the portholes as 
two unlikely pairs set off on the course to find 
true love ….. proving that sometimes destiny 

needs a little help from a crew of singing sailors, 
an exotic disguise and some good old-fashioned 

blackmail. 
Winner of three Tony Awards, including Best 
Musical Revival and Choreography during its 

most recent Broadway revival, Anything Goes is 
a stunning nautical favourite. 

This production is way into next year but please 
book early, we have some great stalls seats put 

aside for SBW Friends, and they will not last 
long. 

 
Sunday – 20 September 2015- 3pm 

Stalls -Tickets   
A Reserve - $139.90 
B Reserve - $104.90 

Bookings – Carol Martin – 9955 5444 



