
             PRESIDENT’S LETTER 
                   October 2021   
Dear Friends,

GOOD NEWS - THEATRES ARE OPENING AGAIN !! 
Spring has arrived, the sun is shining and the recent lifting of 
NSW’s COVID Lockdown was celebrated as ‘Freedom Day’. 
Being allowed to gather together again has been a marvellous 
pre-Christmas gift for everyone. The easing of restrictions has 
also brought long-awaited relief to the performing arts. Venues 
are opening, companies are busily inviting audiences to enjoy 

both 2021 end-of-year and 2022 subscriptions. Our talented actors, singers and dancers 
are eagerly preparing to light up the stages, lift our spirits and entertain us once more. 

THE FOUNDATION IS CONTINUALLY STRIVING TO HELP THE PERFORMING ARTS
We did not imagine, at the beginning of 2021 - our Foundation’s 35th Anniversary year - that 
we would soon be facing more months of mandatory social isolation.  
However, despite the cessation of shows and events, the S,B&W Foundation’s Board, staff 
and volunteers have continued to work throughout this difficult year. With your generous 
encouragement, we have continued to respect and honour Dr Seaborn’s legacy by 
preserving and enhancing his mission to assist the performing arts.

Dr Seaborn was an inspirational patron of the arts. He was keen to invite theatre-lovers to 
join his Foundation’s Friends, to attend performances together and to help him fundraise to 
rescue and restore threatened theatre spaces, such as the SBW Stables and the 
Independent Theatre, for future performances, rehearsals and play readings; to help 
p r e s e r v e A u s t r a l i a ’ s 
theatrical heritage in all its 
variety by establishing the 
S,B&WF Performing Arts 
Collection and sponsoring 
research; to encourage local 
playwrights and playmakers 
through the Rodney Seaborn 
Playwr ights Award and 
through Grants to groups 
and individuals; to assist 
promising performing arts 
students e.g. NIDA; and to 
s u p p o r t t h e A c t o r s 
Benevolent Fund (ABF).   
Picture: Founding President Dr Rodney Seaborn AO OBE with current President Peter Lowry OAM 
at a fundraising function for the restoration of the the Independent Theatre during the 1990s.

SUPPORTING THE ACTORS BENEVOLENT FUND: The ABF provides compassionate 
and confidential support for entertainment professionals at critical times when lack of work 
has made meeting basic expenses so difficult. Having seed funded the ABF’s Emergency 
COVID-19 Assistance Fund, the Foundation has provided a total of $150,000 in 2020-21 for 
those in crisis. We also continue to support the ABF’s Victoria Longley Cancer Appeal.



THANKS TO OUR S,B&W FOUNDATION FRiENDS - OUR NUMBERS ARE GROWING
We are very grateful the 54 Friends who have, during this difficult time, made extremely 
generous donations. Every donation is significant in helping support the performing arts and 
we are thrilled to see that the number of our Foundation Friends is steadily growing.

SAVING AND CREATING THEATRE SPACES: 
SBW STABLES: Dr Seaborn was an advocate 
for locally-written plays. Responding to a plea 
from actress Penny Cook, he rescued the SBW 
Stables Theatre to ensure that the Griffin 
Theatre Company, with their complete focus on 
Australian plays, could remain and have a 
permanent home. He generously permitted 
Griffin rent-free use (less outgoings) with an 
agreement that permits the Foundation 
occasional use of the Theatre. The Foundation 
also provides the Company with reduced rental 
on office space next door. Over time, the foyer has been improved, the roof repaired and 
the Penny Cook Bar reopened in memory of dear Penny. The Griffin Theatre Company Box 
Office is open again 93613817. More news from the SBW Stables in the next Newsletter. 
Picture: Penny’s family, Poppy and David Lynch, at the Launch of the Bar in her name. SBW Stables, 2019.

THE INDEPENDENT THEATRE: Also rescued and 
renovated by the Foundation in the 1990s, with extra 
support by the Council and community, the Independent 
is now in safe hands, owned by Wenona Girls School 
next door. Because of its proximity, the School frequently 
used the Theatre in the past, and it’s reassuring to see 
the Independent now abuzz daily with educational 
rehearsals and performances. Our previous ownership is 
commemorated by stained glass panels, and the new 
Manager has been in contact with our Theatre Historian 
to learn more of the Independent’s history and to discuss 
a ‘relaunch’ in 2022 with plans for greater usage of the 

Theatre by the community and performing arts. Picture: Foundation’s National Trust Walk. 2021

THE SEABORN LIBRARY: Throughout  
Lockdown, our Seaborn L ibrary 
continued as a music studio. Singing 
lessons were conducted via Zoom. 
Face-to face teaching has now resumed 
as have rehearsals for Three Winters 
Green directed by Les Solomon and 
playwright Campion Decent. This play 
will be presented in November at the 
Fringe HQ as part of the Sydney Fringe 
Festival. Booking details in this 
Newsletter. Picture: Cast members opening a 
borrowed panel of the AIDS Memorial Quilt sent 
from Melbourne for the show. 2021



FRIENDS EVENTS AT THE FOUNDATION, 2021:  Prior to Lockdown, we managed to hold 
five functions for our Friends and their guests as part of our 35th Anniversary Words and 
Music series in the Seaborn Library, as well a National Trust Theatre Heritage Walk and 
Talk. These events embraced a wide variety of entertainment and provided opportunities for 
performers to explore new work, shine fresh light on favourite words and music, introduce 
archival films and for our Friends to examine performing arts history. Jazz singer Evie Pikler 
used her songs, including her new Australian Anthem, to illustrate her life’s journey, and 
tenor Brad Cooper, accompanied by Donna Balson, presented a varied program of classical 
and cabaret songs filling the Library with his amazing voice. Brad subsequently flew to 
Germany in time to appear as Florestan in Beethoven’s opera Fidelio at Kammeroper 
Scloss Rheinsberg. He then undertook Lohengrin coaching with Siegfried Jerusalem in 
Nürnberg and was invited to return to 
perform in a concert in early December. 
Next month he will perform Berlin 
Electric at the Chelsea Theatre London, 
the same Cabaret act he has performed 
at the Eternity Theatre in Darlinghurst 
Theatre Company’s Cabaret Lounge.
Our Friends were similarly delighted by 
Peter Carroll’s presentation of Les 
Murray’s poetry and Sandy Gore’s 
readings of letters from important 
women composers, both performances with piano accompaniment by Donna Balson and 
James Boyd-Hoare respectively. The general consensus from the appreciative audience 
was that these quality performances should be seen by a much wider audience. The 
screening of The Marriage of Figaro (ABC TV,1960) was made all the more special by the 
presence of two of the stars Geoffrey Chard and Marie Tysoe. Marie presented the Archives 
with a copy of the opera video and wrote: I love coming to the Seaborn Foundation events 
and especially as you presented 'our' Figaro!!  My best wishes to all.. love Marie T..💕 🎶
RESCHEDULED EVENTS: We look forward to Kamahl appearing on Thursday 4th 
November, as advertised in this Newsletter but will, unfortunately, need to restrict numbers 
according to safety guidelines. Other 2021 postponed events will be rescheduled in 2022.
THE FOUNDATION ARCHIVES AND PERFORMING ARTS COLLECTION
Although the COVID Lockdown presented some challenges in regard to archival work, 
technology has enabled continued progress and planning. As you will read elsewhere in this 
Newsletter, research has continued on a recent gift from Joan Taylor of the Robin Lovejoy 
costume designs for Smugglers Beware! and this has opened up a whole new area of 
research into Australian plays written especially for children and the importance of saving 
our precious cultural and built heritage.
Work is also continuing on managing the Allan Lees Collection, including set models, and  
making the contents of our collections, including programmes, available online for research. 

CONGRATULATIONS  ‘Our nation’s greatest strength - it’s people’
It was pleasing to see that quite a few names from the performing arts sector in this year’s 
Queen’s Birthday Honours List (June14th). It was a special delight to see that Peter Carroll 
AM and Judy Farr AM were among recipients ‘for significant service to the performing arts 
as an actor’, Leah Purcell AM ‘for significant service to the performing arts, to First Nations 
youth and culture, and to women’, Jonathan Biggins OAM ‘for service to the performing 
arts through theatre’, Brett Weymark OAM ‘for service to the performing arts through 
music’ and David Graeme McAllister AC ‘for eminent service to the performing arts, 
particularly to ballet both nationally and internationally, to artistic directorship and dance 
education, and as a mentor’. Warmest congratulations to them all.



VALE 
Jacqueline Kott (1927-2021) was a highly-
respected stage actress who also appeared 
in film and on television. Originally from 
Perth, one of her early memories of Sydney 
theatre was as a stage manager for Rusty 
Bugles at the Independent Theatre. Her 
acting career included the Elizabethan 
Trust’s touring production of Terence 
Rattigan’s Separate Tables acting alongside 
Br i t i sh theat r ica l luminar ies Ra lph 
Richardson, Sybil Thorndike, Meriel Forbes 
and Lewis Casson in 1955. She also toured 
with Summer of 17th Doll in 1956 and made 
a vivid impression in the Old Tote’s Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf  (1964). In 1967 she joined the 
fully professional repertory company at the Independent theatre and is remembered for her many 
fine performances there e.g. in The Lion in Winter and The Prime of Miss Jean Brodie. Her husband 
Gordon Samuels AC CVO QC was appointed a judge, a Vice Chancellor of UNSW and, from 1996 
to 2001, Governor of New South Wales. She was described as ‘a companion whose style and 
intelligence matched his own’. Jacqueline Kott assisted her husband at the reopening ceremony of 
the restored Independent in 1998 and launched The Independent Theatre - A Brief History (2001) by 
Carolyn Lowry as part of North Sydney Council’s Centenary of Federation celebrations. Among her 
many activities she was Vice President of the Peter Summerton Foundation, served on NIDA and 
Seymour Centre Boards, was a Trustee of the Sydney Opera House and Patron of 35 charities.
Photo: Dr Seaborn with Jacqueline Kott and composer Peter Stannard at a fundraising event at the Independent Theatre

Valerie Newstead (1925-2021) was a dedicated member of the Actors 
Forum. The Forum played an important role in the restoration of the 
Independent Theatre by organising fundraising play readings that 
eventually developed into a 16-year movement with an extensive 
Sydney-wide following. Valerie’s lengthy acting career included roles 
for the Phoenix Theatre, Doris Fitton’s Independent, Hayes Gordon’s 
Ensemble, Bondi Pavilion and TV. She appeared for a number of 
years in a lead role in You Say the Word (WIN4) for migrant 
education and was also a founding member of the Q Theatre serving 
on its Board for 24 years and also served on the Board of the Peter 
Summerton Foundation. Valerie was known for her generous 
hospitality delighting her friends and colleagues with invitations to 
parties in her pink-painted home surrounded by roses. 

Dinah Shearing AM (1928 - 
2021) was a greatly-loved 

actress of stage, radio, film and television whose luminous 
presence and distinct, mellifluous voice lit a career that 
spanned 60 years. Initially acting with May Hollinworth’s 
Metropolitan Theatre in Sydney, Dinah was selected as a 
member of the Australian Elizabethan Theatre Trust’s 
national theatre company set up in the 1950s to tour major 
centres and train actors to ‘West End’ standards. She later 
appeared with the Old Tote giving performances that were 
received with critical acclaim. Dinah appeared at the 
Independent Theatre in 1950 in  Amphitryon 38 in a cast 
that included Alan White, Michael Pate, Alistair Roberts, 
Margo Lee and Alan Herbert. Photo Dinah Shearing with her 
husband, artist Rodney Milgate, Independent Theatre event 2011

Best wishes for Christmas and the New Year and thank you for your ongoing support especially at 
this challenging time for the performing arts,                                      
nn

Peter Lowry  
Peter Lowry OAM
President











The Foundation archive recently received a splendid donation from a Friend of the Foundation, Joan 

Taylor, of costume designs and photographs belonging to her mother, Mrs Rosa Taylor (nee Phillips). 

Rosa Phillips was a costume maker for The Independent Theatre and the John Alden Company in 

Sydney. In 1951, she made costumes for the British Commonwealth Theatre Company’s tour of 

Australia. Towards the end of that year, she moved overseas to work in London theatre.  

Also moving to London at this time was Australian playwright Eleanor Witcombe. Eleanor had found 

success in Australia as a children’s playwright. She had received a scholarship at Sydney’s Mercury 

Theatre company in 1947 and, the next year, had written three popular children’s plays commissioned 

by the Mosman Children’s Theatre: Pirates at the Barn, The Bushranger and Smugglers Beware! The 

Australian themes were a novelty at that time. Arriving in London in 1952, she found work at the BBC 

as a typist.  

Another Australian in London was actor, director, set and costume designer Robin Lovejoy, on an 

International Theatre Institute travelling scholarship during 1953 and 1954.  In Australia he had 

designed for the National Theatre Ballet Company and the National Opera of Australia, among 

others including The Independent Theatre in North Sydney. 

Treasures from the S,B&W Foundation Performing Arts Archives and Library 

Robin Lovejoy costume designs for Smugglers Beware! 1954 

 

Smugglers Beware! debuts in London 

In 1954, Eleanor Witcombe took the chance to 

produce Smugglers Beware! at East London’s 

Tonybee Hall, the first Australian children’s play 

to be professionally performed in England. 

Smugglers Beware! had first been produced at 

the Mosman ANZAC Memorial Hall in July 1950 

and then at The Independent Theatre in August, 

and the popular show toured NSW. 

Set in The Rocks of Sydney in 1818 at a time 

when rum was a valuable currency—and 

smugglers rife—the London show was reviewed 

by The Times as “a rough and often jolly farce”.  

Robin Lovejoy designed costumes for each 

character, and Rosa Phillips turned his designs 

into professionally finished pieces. Those 

costume designs with Rosa Phillips’ writing on 

the back are now preserved in our archives.  

Susan Mills, Archivist 

Robin Lovejoy’s costume design for Minnie Huggle, wife of  

rum-smuggler Herbert Huggle, 1954. Donated to the S,B&W 

Foundation archives by Joan Taylor, 2021. 



Treasures from the S,B&W Foundation Performing Arts Archives and Library 

Robin Lovejoy costume designs for Smugglers Beware! 1954 

Rosa Phillips married actor Geoffrey Taylor and stayed in London, becoming the head wardrobe 

mistress at London’s Old Vic Theatre.  

Robin Lovejoy returned to Australia and worked with the Australian Elizabethan Theatre Trust, Old 

Tote Theatre Company, Victorian State Opera and Queensland Theatre Company. He connected with 

Smugglers Beware! again in 1959 when he directed the play at the Elizabethan Theatre, Newtown. 

Eleanor Witcombe went on to have a varied and colourful career. In 1963, she adapted Smugglers 

Beware! as the first children’s television programme produced by the A.B.C. She also adapted Norman 

Lindsay’s classic children’s book The Magic Pudding for the Marionette Theatre of Australia. Along with 

writing scripts for radio and television such as The Mavis Bramston Show and Number 96, she adapted 

very successful film scripts for My Brilliant Career and The Getting of Wisdom. 

The S,B&W Foundation has another connection to this story. Foundation President Peter Lowry 

became an active supporter, in 2003, of the campaign to save and renovate the historic building ‘The 

Barn’ in Mosman Bay, which was the subject of Eleanor Witcombe’s other play Pirates at the Barn, 

produced alongside Smugglers Beware! at Mosman and The Independent. Eleanor was extremely 

pleased to learn that the Foundation had successfully restored the heritage Independent, another 

loved local landmark, for future generations.    

(Left) Rum smuggler Hubert Huggle disguised as Miss Maria and (right) the villainous rum smuggler Croaker.  

Costume design by Robin Lovejoy. Donated to the S,B&W Foundation archives by Joan Taylor, 2021. 



    Seaborn, Broughton and Walford Foundation   
 Your Gift to the Australian Performing Arts at Christmas 

 

Since 1986, when the Seaborn, Broughton and Walford Foundation was launched by the 

Late Dr Rodney Seaborn, it has offered significant financial encouragement to many 

worthy theatrical ventures through the generosity of its Friends. 

 

It has saved and restored the SBW Independent Theatre and the unique SBW Stables 

Theatre in Kings Cross; it has assisted in establishing the Rodney Seaborn Library at 

the National Institute of Dramatic Art (NIDA) as well as subsidising a number of 

academic projects.  

 

Each year the SBW Foundation provides funding to a number of theatre companies to 

offset their expenses and organises many theatre parties to support both commercial 

and independent productions. It is the Patron of the acclaimed Griffin Theatre 

Company and continues as a major sponsor of the Sydney Theatre Critics Awards. 

 

The Foundation has always relied on the kind and often substantial donations from its 

Friends, in meeting the many requests it receives for grants. With the difficult times that 

the performing arts are experiencing at present, it is essential that the Foundation is in a 

position to increase its contributions to ensure their robust viability into the future. 

 

Accordingly the Foundation is asking its Friends, to consider giving a donation so that 

the Foundation may continue Dr. Seaborn’s inspired vision of supporting the 

performing arts. Your contribution would be most appreciated; all donations of $2 or 

more, are tax deductible. 

 

Mr/Mrs/Ms/Miss/Dr_________________________________________________ 

 

Address ___________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________p/c_________________________ 

 

Phone _________________________________Fax________________________ 

 

Cheque for $__________________ Enclosed payable to SBW Foundation 

 

Cash for     $__________________ Enclosed 

 

Amex, Visa, 

Mastercard_________________________________________________________ 

 

Expiry _____________________________ Amex ID________________________ 

 

Signature___________________________________________________________ 

 

Bank transfer to – Seaborn Broughton & Walford Foundation 

Westpac Private Bank- 032-102 - 820196 
 

Mail to –   

Carol Martin SBW Foundation, Suite 10, 20 Young St Neutral Bay NSW 2089 

Phone – 9955 5444 Email – office@sbwfoundation.com 
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