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     Nan’s Letter Space  
Dear Friends 

As the year draws to a close and the holiday season  

approaches, it’s time to review some important recent 

theatrical events and consider the exciting shows 

planned by Carol for your enjoyment over the next few 

weeks, during the Festive Season  and in the New Year. 
 

News From the Independent: In our previous 

Newsletter I mentioned the unexpected sale by the 

AETT of the Independent Theatre (recently renamed 

the Independent Music Centre) to Wenona, a 

neighbouring private independent, non-denominational 

day and boarding school for girls. However, I am 

pleased to report that during my subsequent meeting 

with the Principal of Wenona, Dr Briony Scott, I was 

given to understand that the School’s future plans for 

the Independent closely resemble the vision held by Dr 

Seaborn and the hundreds of Friends of the Independent  

who worked to support  the Theatre’s restoration 

throughout the 1990’s . Both Dr Scott and the School’s 

newly-appointed Theatre Manager have expressed a 

lively interest in the Independent’s rich history. Dr 

Scott agreed that the Independent should be available 

and affordable to the community and the performing 

arts. 

In its heyday under Doris Fitton’s artistic direction, the 

Independent developed an excellent relationship with 

Wenona School. From 1939, while establishing its 

reputation as an important art theatre, the Independent 

promoted theatre in education and encouraged young 

people  to attend productions and to stage their own. 

The SBW Foundation hopes the Independent will serve 

the needs of the school and young people in general, 

preserve its current music programmes, reclaim its 

earlier reputation as a versatile theatre space and 

collaborate more closely with the Council and 

community to secure a viable, inclusive future. 
 

Vale John Kingsmill: We were saddened to learn of 

the death in August of John Kingsmill, author, actor, 

public speaker, amateur social historian and pioneer in 

psychiatric rehabilitation. John generously appeared as 

guest speaker at SBW fundraising functions, especially 

those relating to the Independent Theatre. 

After completing active war service in World War 

11, John trained as an actor at the Independent. But 

when Doris Fitton cast him in the role of Des Nolan 

(Gig) in her landmark, premiere production of 

Sumner Locke Elliot’s controversial play  
 

 

 

 

 

 

‘Rusty Bugles’ (1948) he found himself playing a 

part in Australian theatre history. John’s book 

‘My Brief Strt Upon the Stage’ is an entertaining 

account of underfunded life at the Independent, 

the excitement of opening night and the struggles 

encountered on tour with ‘Rusty Bugles’. My wife 

Carolyn and I valued our 20-year friendship with 

John. And as the Independent Theatre historian, 

Carolyn always acknowledged the value of John’s 

reminiscences to the preparation of her doctoral 

thesis on Doris Fitton’s contribution to the 

cultural life of Sydney during the first half of the 

twentieth century. A copy of John’s book and 

Carolyn’s thesis are preserved alongside the many 

valuable items that make up The SBW Foundation 

Archives, Library & Performing Arts collections. 

 

Get Well Wishes: Archivist Peter Orlovich, who has 

been expanding, cataloguing and preserving our 

historical records on Australian theatre to make them 

available for education and research, was injured  

recently while crossing the road near his home. He 

was badly shaken and hospitalized with a broken 

wrist but is improving steadily. I know you will want 

to join me in wishing Peter a speedy recovery. 

 

Grants and Plays: The end of the year is a busy time 

at the Foundation. The SBW Grants Committee is 

presently examining a number of grant applications 

from theatre groups who have written asking for 

financial assistance and the Trustees of the Rodney 

Seaborn Playwrights Trust are preparing to read 

through the many play scripts submitted for this 

prestigious Award designed to support new work. 

 

Friends perform in Play reading: As the Friends of 

the Independent mark 20 years since their first 

fundraising event, two of our enthusiastic volunteers 

Vola Vandere and Valerie Newstead, both of whom 

acted on the stage at the Independent  during Doris 

Fitton’s time, will be appearing at the Independent 

again next week at 2pm on 20
th
 October in the final 

Actors’ Forum play reading for 2013. The play is 

Neil Simon’s popular comedy: ‘The Prisoner of 

Second Avenue’.  No bookings but tickets can be 

purchased at the door on the day ($15/$20) from 

1pm. 
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Welcome Home Craig Hassall: Dr. Seaborn 

expressed great confidence in Craig Hassall’s 

ability as an arts administrator. Craig’s career 

began in the 1980’s at Opera Australia where he 

later returned as Marketing Manager. He also spent 

time as General Manager of Bell Shakespeare and 

the Sydney Olympic Arts Festival and Asst. 

General Manager of Sydney Theatre Company. 

Leaving for England in 2005, Craig held positions 

as Managing Director of the English National 

Ballet, chief operating officer with an international 

touring promoter and artistic adviser to the London 

Olympics. He has recently been appointed to 

succeed Adrian Collette as CEO of Opera 

Australia. Craig will be working closely with 

artistic director Lyndon Terracini to present 

Wagner’s revolutionary four-part music drama the 

Ring Cycle in Melbourne at the end of the year. I 

look forward to meeting him again then. 
 

The Link Between the Independent, SBW and 

King Kong: During the 1990’s the SBW’s 

Independent Theatre Restoration Project Team, 

appointed master plasterer Archibald Zammit-Ross 

and his A & J Constructions team to repair 

dilapidated walls, ceiling and façade of the 

Independent Theatre. A & J then leased the 

auditorium for some months to make giant moulds 

for the restoration of the Regent Theatre in 

Melbourne. Consequently, I was delighted to be 

able to inspect the beautifully-renovated Regent 

recently while attending a performance of ‘King 

Kong’. The musical was also revolutionary in its 

use of ground-breaking technology to create the 

massive, dominating figure of King Kong- a 

triumph of new age puppetry. Perhaps the most 

poignant moment in the piece came at the end with 

a powerfully-moving recorded requiem sung by 

Sydney Philharmonia choristers many of whom 

have sung at our SBW Christmas and fundraising 

functions over the years. 
 

Christmas and pre-Christmas Events (and 

Kokoda ‘singsing’): 

This month’s Newsletter contains a feast of fine 

theatre. Carol has arranged best seats for us and I 

urge you to book early (on 99555444 Monday to 

Thursday  10am – 4pm) to secure your seats. Read 

carefully through the list to check details of dates a 

times and prices. You will see we have tickets at 

the New Theatre Newtown- ‘Hayfever’ (playing 

until 2
nd

 November). The Genesian productions 

include a fun-filled family musical ‘The Star Child’ 

by Oscar Wilde (on Saturday 7
th

 December at 

4.30pm). and Hannie Raison’s ‘Hotel Sorrento’  

(on 19
th

 January at 4.30pm). The multi-talented 

Tony Sheldon returns from successes in the West 

End and on Broadway to star in ‘Dirty Rotten 

Scoundrels’ at the Theatre Royal ( we have tickets 

 

 
for 26

th
 November at 7pm). Christmas concerts are 

being presented by the Opera and Arts Support 

Group at the William Wilkins Gallery; a Christmas 

Musical Theatre and dinner (on Friday November 

22
nd

 at 6.30pm for 7pm) and by Artsong at the 

Independent with Teddy Tahu Rhodes, Yvonne 

Kenny and friends (15
th

 December at 5pm). There 

are also advance notices concerning Baz 

Luhrmann’s ‘Strictly Ballroom’ at the Lyric (at 

8pm June 4
th

,2014) and Opera Australia’s ‘The 

King and I’ (Spring 2014, place your name on a 

waiting list). 

We do hope you will be able to join us on two very 

important occasions at the SBW Stables Theatre: 

John Romeril’s ‘ Floating World’ (6
th

 November 

7pm) is a special fundraising night for SBW and a 

rare opportunity to see this 1970’s ‘new wave’ anti-

war Australian play often described as an ‘unruly 

masterpiece’. The excellent cast includes Valerie 

Bader, Peter Kowitz and Tony Llewellyn Jones.  

The SBW Christmas Party and presentation of the 

Rodney Seaborn Playwrights Award will be held in 

the SBW Stables Foyer. You are invited to enjoy 

complimentary drinks and refreshments from 5pm 

to 6.30pm (Tuesday 10
th

 December) prior to a 

performance of ‘Summertime in the Garden of 

Eden’ (described as funny, brilliant, outrageous and 

sometimes obscene) and starring the highly-

successful, high-camp, Melbourne based queer 

DIY theatre duo Sisters Grimm. 

I am hoping to meet many of you at these events. 

Although I will have to miss the performance of 

‘The Floating World’, my mind will certainly be on 

a suffering wrought by war. From October 25
th

 my 

sons and I will be attempting to walk the Kokoda 

Track, assisted by descendents of the Fuzzy Wuzzy 

Angels, as a fundraiser for the Wayside Chapel. 

We aim to reach Kokoda, in the razorback ranges 

of Paua New Guinea, on Fuzzy Wuzzy Day early 

in November. Here, the people of the Owen 

Stanley Ranges will celebrate the victory over the 

enemy in 1942-3 with a ceremonial ‘singsing’. The 

scene will be alive with face-painted dancers in 

feathers and possum fur cloaks moving to the 

sound of kundu drums against a green jungle 

background. We’ll be a long way from the Stables 

but this ‘singsing’ is bound to be unforgettable, 

profoundly-meaningful entertainment from the 

heart. 
 

On behalf of the Board and Staff of the SBW 

Foundation may I wish you and your families a 

very Happy Christmas and every best wish for 

2014. 
 

Peter Lowry OAM 

Chairman 
PS- Another loyal SBW volunteer, Mark McCann is 
appearing in the ‘The Good Bad & The Lawyer’ at 
the Tap Gallery bookings-1300306776 





HAYFEVER 
by Noel Coward 

New Theatre 542 King Street Newtown 


The eccentric and unconventional Bliss family- 
mother Judith (an aging actress), father David  

(a self-absorbed novelist) and their young adult 
children, Simon and Sorel – are bored and restless. 

To spice up their weekend, each has invited an 
admirer to stay but all too soon the unwary guests 

are out of their depth – teased mercilessly with 
party games, lured into flirtations and 

unsuspectingly ‘cast’ in roles they didn’t intend – 
all for the wicked amusement of their hosts. 

 

Noel Coward, only 24 when he wrote HAY FEVER, 
was himself one of the Bright Young Things who 
partied hard and fast during the 1920’s. He knew 

the restless pursuit of pleasure and the self-
indulgence of the “Jazz Age”. 

 

Playing until 2 November 2013 

Weds to Sat – 7.30pm Sun – 5pm 
 

Tickets – $30.00 
 

Bookings Carol Martin – 9955 5444 


Special Fund Raising Night for the 

Seaborn, Broughton & Walford Foundation 
SBW Stables Theatre 10 Nimrod Street  

Kings Cross 

FLOATING WORLD 
by John Romeril 

Cast includes- Valerie Bader, Peter Kowitz, Tony 
Llewellyn Jones, Justin Smith, Justin Stewart Cotta 

and Shingo Usami. 
 

Les and Irene are celebrating their wedding 
anniversary. Gifted with the holiday of a lifetime, 

they set sail on the Women’s Weekly Cherry 
Blossom Cruise bound for the cultural mysteries of 
Japan. But amongst the sun hats, theme nights and 

piña coladas Les, a former WW11 prisoner of war, 
soon finds himself confronted by old diggers, 

enemies and tormented memories. As the cruise 
ship floats closer towards its destination, Les’ grip 

on reality floats ever further away.  
An electrifying descent into one man’s wartime 

nightmare, The Floating World is a resonating tale 
of the long-lasting effects of war and the ugly 

world of xenophobic Australia. 
Wednesday – 6 November 2013 – 7pm 

Tickets - $42.00 

Griffin Theatre Company kindly donate all 
proceeds from this performance to the Seaborn, 

Broughton & Walford Foundation. 
Bookings – Carol Martin – 9955 5444 








CHRISTMAS MUSICAL 

THEATRE 
William Wilkins Gallery Level 7, 35 Bridge Street 

Sydney 
 

The Opera and Arts Support Group present a 
traditional and popular musical theatre event and 

invite us to join them for a three course dinner 
including wines while enjoying performances by an 

ensemble of the cream of Australia’s musical 
theatre and cabaret artists presenting a dazzling 

evening of exceptional entertainment. You will be 
assured of another spectacular show again 

produced and directed by award-winning singer, 
actor and recording artist, Tyran Parke.  

 

Friday 22 November 2013 - 6.30pm for 7pm 
Tickets - $95.00 

Bookings – Carol Martin – 9955 5444 
(The Opera & Arts Support Group kindly donate 10% of 

all ticket money to the SBW Foundation for bookings 
made by SBW Friends through our Foundation office). 



DIRTY ROTTEN SCOUNDRELS 
Theatre Royal King Street Sydney 

Cast includes – Tony Sheldon, Matt Hetherington, 
John Wood and Amy Lehpamer 

 

Based on the 1988 film with music and lyrics by 
David Yazbek and book by Jeffrey Lane, Dirty 

Rotten Scoundrels centres on two con men on the 
French Riviera. The first is the sauve, sophisticated 

and successful Lawrence Jameson, the other a 
small-time crook named Freddy Benson. 

When Freddy threatens to expose Lawrence’s 
operation, Lawrence begrudgingly agrees to tutor 

him in the ‘art of con’, and join forces and 
successfully work the Riviera. Freddy, later 

frustrated by his apprentice ‘monkey boy’ role 
abandons the partnership and starts to compete 

with Lawrence, but the small French town isn’t big 
enough for the two of them. 

They agree on a bet, the first one to extract 
$50,000 from a young female ‘soap’ heiress, 

Christine Colgate wins and gets to stay. The other 
must leave town forever. 

A serious battle of ‘cons’ ensues, that will keep you 
laughing, humming and guessing right to the end! 

Nominated for 11 Tony Awards including Best 
Musical it is a must see production. 

 

Tuesday – 26 November 2013 – 7pm 

Tickets - $90.00 
 

Bookings – Carol Martin – 9955 5444 
 















THE STAR CHILD 
by Oscar Wilde 

Genesian Theatre 420 Kent St Sydney 
A World Premiere Musical 

 
The Star-Child is one of the delightful short fables 

Wilde wrote for his sons and in this brand new 
musical version is re-imagined with toe-tapping 

numbers, a witty contemporary script and 
extraordinary special effects. 

The story of an infant boy found abandoned in the 
woods by a poor woodcutter, who pities him and 

takes him in. 
He grows up to be exceedingly beautiful, but vain, 
cruel and arrogant, believing himself to be a divine 

child who had fallen from the stars. 
One day, a haggard beggar comes to town in 
search of her lost son, who the Star-Child is 

revealed to be. However he rejects her and sends 
her away, and in doing so, is magically 

transformed to a loathsome looking creature as a 
punishment. 

His subsequent adventures include being sold as a 
slave to an evil magician, being rescued by a tap 
dancing rabbit and, ultimately, discovering that 
true beauty lies in the quality of a mans heart. 

Witty, touching and uplifting this fun filled family 
musical is the perfect pre- Christmas treat for all 

ages!! 
 

Saturday – 7 December 2013 – 4.30pm 

Adults - $26.00 

Children under 15- $24.00 

Bookings – Carol Martin – 9955 5444 


SBW subscriptions are only $11 a year or $77 for 
a Life subscription and they make a great 
Christmas Gift for relatives and friends. 

It will keep them informed on up and coming 
theatrical events and functions.  

Ring Carol Martin and the subscription can be 
sent directly or sent to you to present personally. 

Phone – 9955 5444 


Discounts are available to SBW Friends at- 

THE COSTUME SHOP 
19/198-222 Young Street Waterloo NSW 

Phone – 9318 2511 
Website- thecostumeshop.com.au 










 
 

Seaborn Broughton & Walford 

Foundation Christmas Party 

& the presentation of the 

Rodney Seaborn Playwrights 

Award 2013 

 

To be held in the SBW Stables Theatre foyer 
10 Nimrod Street Kings Cross 

SBW Friends are invited to join us for 
complimentary drinks and food. 

 

 Tuesday – 10 December 2013 

5pm to 6.30pm 
 

Please RSVP with guests names to 
Carol Martin 9955 5444 by  

November 28 – 2013 
 

If you would like to stay and see the play at the 
SBW Stables Theatre after the party- 

Details are as follows- 
 

Summertime in the Garden of 

Eden  
Created by Ash Flanders & Declan Greene 

Cast includes – Olympia Bukkakis Agent Cleave 
Genevieve Giuffre and Peter Paltos. 

 

Georgia 1861. A faded Southern belle returns to 
the family plantation after ten years away. But 

where has she been? Why did she run? And what 
secrets are buried in the ol’ greenhouse? 

Fantastically melodramatic, at times obscene, and 
definitely outrageous, Summertime in the Garden 

of Eden is an epic story of love, betrayal and 
murder in the spirit of Gone With The Wind. 

Funny, chaotic, brilliant – it’s as close as you’ll get 
to a Christmas Panto at the Griffin. 

 

Play commences - 7pm 

Tickets - $32.00 
 

Bookings – Carol Martin -9955 5444 
 

 



 





 

CHRISTMAS CRACKER 

CONCERT 
Independent Theatre 269 Miller Street 

North Sydney 
Cast includes – Teddy Tahu Rhodes,  

Yvonne Kenny, David Corcoran, Stuart Maunder, 
Celeste Lazarenko, Andrew Greene and  

John Martin 
 

If you missed the last Teddy Tahu Concert do not 
miss this one. 

A fun-filled concert of Christmas music for all the 
family, religious songs and holiday favourites 

featuring some of Australia’s best loved classical 
singers including Yvonne Kenny and Teddy Tahu 
Rhodes. Make sure you bring your singing voices 

and join the artists in celebrating the Festive 
Season with music you know and love performed 

by some of your favourite performers! 
 

Sunday – 15 December 2013 – 5pm 

Tickets - $45.00 

Bookings – Carol Martin – 9955 5444 
 





HOTEL SORRENTO 
by Hannie Rayson 

Genesian Theatre 420 Kent Street Sydney 
 

Hilary lives in seaside Sorrento with her father and 
sixteen-year old son; Pippa is visiting from New 

York and Meg returns from England with her 
English husband. 

Three sisters, reunited after ten years in different 
worlds, again feel the constraints of family life. 

A lifetime of secrets and jealousies can never be 
buried forever and the shocking exposures rock 
this family to the core. The lesson that we can 

never really escape our actions is brutally learnt. 
 

Sunday – 19 January 2014 – 4.30pm 

Tickets - $26.00 
 

Bookings – Carol Martin – 9955 5444 
 




Please note the SBW Foundation office 

will be closed between  

20
th

 December 2013 and  

3
rd

 January 2014 

We will re-open on Monday 

6
th

 January 2014 

 













Advance Notice 

 
Baz Luhrmann’s 

STRICTLY BALLROOM 

Sydney Lyric Theatre 
 

Strictly Ballroom The Musical will tap, tango and 
sashay its way onto the stage thanks to the 

original creative team behind the classic 1992 film, 
including Baz Luhrmann, set and costume designer 
Catherine Martin, choreographer John “Cha Cha” 

O’Connell and co-writer Craig Pearce. 
Strictly Ballroom the Musical is the story of a 

championship ballroom dancer who defies all the 
rules to follow his heart. This uplifting and 

courageous tale was conceived in 1984 as a 
student work by Baz Luhrmann at the National 

Institute of Dramatic Art (NIDA), before dancing 
into the hearts of audiences world wide as an 

award winning feature film. 
Be a part of history and witness The Story that 

inspired the World of Dance. 
Please book early as this production will sell out 

fast! 


Wednesday – 4 June 2014 – 8pm 

Tickets - $106.00 

Bookings- Carol Martin – 9955 5444 




Opera Australia 

THE KING and I 
by Rodgers and Hammerstein 

Joan Sutherland Theatre Sydney Opera House 
 

Following the success of the John Frost and OA  
production of South Pacific, the same team will 

bring another Rodgers and Hammerstein classic to 
Australian audiences. 

The production appeared in Australia in 1991 
before opening on Broadway in 1996. 

If OA can match their success in South Pacific 
they’ll cement their place as a serious player in 

musical theatre.  
A casting announcement is expected in the near 

future. 
Opening Spring 2014. 

 
If you would like to put your name on a wait list 

please call Carol Martin – 9955 5444 
 





    Seaborn, Broughton and Walford Foundation   
     Your Christmas Gift to the Australian Performing Arts 
 

Since 1986, when the Seaborn, Broughton and Walford Foundation was launched by the 

Late Dr Rodney Seaborn, it has offered significant financial encouragement to many 

worthy theatrical ventures through the generosity of its Friends. 

 

It has saved and restored the SBW Independent Theatre and the unique SBW Stables 

Theatre in Kings Cross; it has assisted in establishing the Rodney Seaborn Library at 

the National Institute of Dramatic Art (NIDA) as well as subsidising a number of 

academic projects; and now has a building to house the comprehensive SBW 

Performing Arts Collection, which is one of the most important theatrical archives in 

Australia and a valuable resource for practitioners, students and theatre lovers. 

 

Each year the SBW Foundation provides funding to a number of theatre companies to 

offset their expenses and organises many theatre parties to support both commercial 

and independent productions. It is the Patron of the acclaimed Griffin Theatre 

Company and continues as a major sponsor of the Sydney Theatre Critics Awards and 

the GLUGS Awards. 

 

The Foundation has always relied on the kind and often substantial donations from its 

Friends, in meeting the many requests it receives for grants. With the difficult times that 

the performing arts are experiencing at present, it is essential that the Foundation is in a 

position to increase its contributions to ensure their robust viability into the future. 

 

Accordingly the Foundation is asking its Friends, to consider giving a donation for 

Christmas so that the Foundation may continue Dr. Seaborn’s inspired vision of 

supporting the performing arts. Your contribution would be most appreciated; all 

donations of $2 or more, are tax deductible. 

 

Mr/Mrs/Ms/Miss/Dr_________________________________________________ 

 

Address ___________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________p/c_________________________ 

 

Phone _________________________________Fax________________________ 

 

Cheque for $__________________ Enclosed payable to SBW Foundation 

 

Cash for     $__________________ Enclosed 

 

Amex/Master card/Visa ($                     ) 

 

No_________________________________________________________ 

 

Expiry _____________________________ Amex ID________________ 

 

Signature____________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Mail to – Ms. Carol Martin – SBW Foundation, 925 Botany Rd Rosebery NSW 2018 

Phone – 9955 5444 Email – office@sbwfoundation.com  

mailto:office@sbwfoundation.com

