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THE SEABORN CONVERSATIONS 2019 

MAD ABOUT COWARD 
A celebration of the wit and wisdom of 

Sir Noel Coward 

English playwright, composer, director, actor and singer in 

words and song in the 120th year of his birth presented by 

self- confessed 

 “Coward tragic” 

and sometime cabaret performer 

STUART MAUNDER AM 

accompanied by distinguished pianist  

John Martin. 

Enjoy popular hits including “I’ll See You Again”, “If Love 

were All”, “In a Bar on the Piccolo Marina”, “Don’t Put 

Your Daughter on the Stage Mrs Worthington” “Mad Dogs 

and Englishmen” plus a generous helping of the ‘Master’s’ 

musings. 
 

Monday 27 May 2019 – 12 noon 
Seaborn Library, 20 Young Street,  

Neutral Bay. 

 

Tickets - $25.00 -Light lunch included. 
 

Originally from farming stock in Boggabri, our special guest 

Stuart Maunder AM has spent 30 years directing operas and 

musicals. He has held positions with the Royal Opera House 

Covent Garden, Opera Australia, New Zealand Opera and 

Victorian Opera and currently Artistic Director of the State 

Opera of South Australia. 

He agrees with Noel Coward that “Work is much more fun 

than fun” and enjoys presenting this riotous yet moving 

exploration of all things Coward. 

 

Bookings- Carol Martin – 9955 5444 
 





Join us for more of our Seaborn Conversations 

in the coming months held in our 

Seaborn Library. 
 













 

COLLABORATORS 
 by John Hodge 

New Theatre 520 King Street Newtown 
 

Winner of the Olivier Award for Best New Play 
 

“ It’s man versus monster, And the monster  

always wins.” 

Moscow 1938. Not the best place to have a sense of honour, let 

alone a yearning for freedom. 

So when prominent Russian writer, Mikhail Bulgakov, living 

among dissidents and hounded by the secret police, is given a 

surprise commission to pen a biographical drama about 

Joseph Stalin to celebrate his 60th birthday, he soon discovers 

there is a high price to pay.  

In real life, Bulgakov’s work was regularly banned, but his 

play The White Guard was one of Stalin’s personal favourites.  

Collaborators plunges into the frenzied imagination of the 

writer as he loses himself in a bizarre and disturbingly funny 

‘role-reversal’ relationship with the dictator of the Soviet 

Union. 
 

Playing – 6 June to 6 July 2019 

Thurs to Sat – 7.30pm Sun- 5pm  

Sat 6 July – 2pm only 

Tickets - $33.00 

Bookings – Carol Martin 9955 5444 





JASPER JONES 
Based on the Novel by Craig Silvey 

Adapted by Kate Mulvany 

Cast includes – Beth Daly, Elliott Weston, Nicholas 

Longthorne, Amy James, Tony Shim and 

Callan Purcell as Jasper. 

Bondi Pavilion Theatre 

Queen Elizabeth Drive Bondi 
 

Director Nicholas Christo says 

“Jasper Jones is a piece that brings with it a sweeping 

visual grandeur which intersects with legitimate 

relationships hidden in private realms…. our 

production will see a multitalented cast and creative 

team enlivening the black and brutal angularity of the 

stage/surrounds with the warmth of physical tableau, 

daring acrobatics, live music and dance” 

 

Performances 

 

Thursday – June 27 – 7.30pm 

 

Saturday June 29 – 2pm & 7.30pm 
  

Special S,B&W Friends price - $20.00 

On line discount code – JJ20 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

     PERSUASION 

       by Jane Austen 

        Genesian Theatre 420 Kent Street 
Sydney 

 

The story concerns Anne Elliott, a young 

Englishwoman of 27 years, whose family is 

moving to lower their expenses and get out of 

debt. They rent their home to an Admiral 

and his wife. The wife’s brother, Navy 

captain Frederick Wentworth, had been 

engaged to Anne in 1806, and now they meet 

again, both single and unattached, after no 

contact for more than seven years. This sets 

the scene for many humorous encounters as 

well as a second, well-considered chance at 

love and marriage for Anne in her second 

“bloom”. 

Sunday – 30 June 2019 – 4.30pm 

Tickets- $28.50  

Bookings – Carol Martin – 9955 5444 



Australian Premiere 

RAZORHURST 
Book & Lyrics by Kate Mulley,  

Music by Andy Peterson 

Hayes Theatre 

19 Greenknowe Ave Potts Point 
 

From the 1920’s until the 1930’s, two vice 

queens, Kate Leigh and Tilly Devine, ruled the 

Darlinghurst underworld. Their rivalry was 

infamous, leading to a litany of violent crimes 

enacted by their razor gangs as each struggled to 

gain dominance in a world of sly grog, narcotics 

and prostitution. 

In 2019, Kate Leigh’s former sly grog shop is 

about to reopen as a trendy coffee spot. 

The shop is being gutted for renovation, but 

there are still ghosts in the walls who aren’t done 

settling old scores.

Razorhurst is a “compelling mediation on the 

explosive cocktail of gender, class and power 

underlying an infamous period in the history of 

crime”. (Newark Star-Ledger). 
 

Saturday – 6 July 2019 - 2pm 

Tickets - $62.00 

Bookings- Carol Martin – 9955 5444 
 




 

Sydney Opera House Ladies Committee 

DIVA DELIGHTS 
with Valda Wilson 

Utzon Room Sydney Opera House 
 

Enjoy an opportunity to meet and listen to 

Germany-based, Australian born soprano 

Valda Wilson over lunch in the Utzon Room. 

Valda’s effervescent personality and a 

remarkable singing voice have assisted 

her in establishing an international 

reputation for performances ‘full of inner 

conviction with a voice that soars 

effortlessly...flawlessly accurate yet 

meltingly smooth, to unexpectedly high 

notes’ and for ‘amazing versatility and 

virtuosity’.  She was chosen by Richard 

Bonynge as the only featured singer at the 

Westminster Abbey memorial service for 

Dame Joan Sutherland with the Orchestra 

of the Royal Opera House, Covent Garden. 

She will be accompanied by her 

accomplished  cousin, the distinguished 

pianist Jonathan Wilson,   


Friday 2 August 2019 – 12noon 

Tickets - $90.00 

Bookings – Carol Martin- 9955 5444 


A COLOURFUL LIFE 
Leslie Walford AM 

 

Friends who knew the late Leslie Walford 

(1927-2012), Dr Seaborns’s cousin and our 

second Foundation President, will be pleased to 

hear we have obtained more copies of the  

publication ‘Darling mother, darling son: the 

letters of Leslie Walford and Dora Byrne 1929-

1972’, edited by Edith M Ziegler.  

This is the first major publication to be drawn 

from a substantial archive of personal and 

business papers given to the Caroline Simpson 

Library and Research Collection (CSL& RC) in 

2012 shortly after Leslie Walford’s death, It is 

illustrated by a rich selection of rare pictorial 

material from the archive. 

If you are interested in purchasing a copy of this 

interesting book. 

Contact Carol Martin – 9955 5444 

$45.00 plus postage 
 









THE GRAPES OF WRATH 
Based on the novel by John Steinbeck 

New Theatre 520 King Street Newtown 


Across the Midwest of America, in the late 

1930’s, dust storms devastated farmlands and 

drove thousands of impoverished families to 

leave their homes in the desperate hope of 

finding a better life in California. 

The Joads are one such family. Loading their few 

possessions onto a battered old truck, they head 

west, dealing with intolerance, exploitation, 

death and deprivation along the way before 

reaching their destination, where their dreams 

are dashed by the realities of the  

Great Depression. 

Despite the anguish and suffering the play 

depicts, in the end it is a soaring and deeply 

moving affirmation of goodness and strength in 

the face of adversity.  

Tickets - $33.00 

Playing from the 8 August to 7 September  

Thursday to Saturday – 7.30pm 

Sun – 5pm - Sat – 7 September only 2pm 
Bookings – Carol Martin – 9955 5444 

 





CAUSE CELEB 
75

th
 Anniversary Celebration 

THE FABULOUS ACTORS 

BENEVOLENT FUND CABARET & 

INDOOR PICNIC IS HAPPENING AGAIN 
 

Once again, our top music theatre stars will 

gather together in a night of great music, 

laughter and song to celebrate the ABF  

75
th

 Anniversary 
 

Directed by Luke Joslin (In the Heights) 

Musical Director Michael Tyack 
 

SUNDAY 18 AUGUST 2019 6pm 

The Joan Sutherland Rehearsal Room 

Opera Centre – 480 Elizabeth Street 

Surry Hills 

 

Tickets -$85 
Bookings – Carol Martin 9955 5444 

 




 

SEABORN CONVERSATIONS 

REMEMBERING DORIS FITTON 

Seaborn Library Ground Floor 

20 Young Street Neutral Bay. 



80 years ago the little hall at 269 Miller 

Street was re-opened by Miss Doris Fitton as 

the Independent Theatre. Hundreds of our 

Foundation Friends helped Dr. Seaborn 

restore this beautiful building in the 1990’s. 

Come along and enjoy this talk down 

memory lane as our theatre historian  

Dr Carolyn Lowry, introduces some very 

Special Guests who remember the amazing 

contribution to the performing arts of the 

redoubtable Actress/Artistic Director 

 Dame Doris Fitton. 

Enjoy a light lunch with Foundation Friends 

in our friendly Seaborn Library, hear some 

fascinating theatrical tales and indulge in a 

little nostalgia with light music from a 

bygone era. 
Monday 19 August 2019 – 12 noon 

Tickets - $25 Adults - $20 Concession 







FRENCH WITHOUT TEARS 

Independent Theatre 

269 Miller Street North Sydney  



A moved reading of ‘French Without Tears’ by 

Terence Rattigan directed by Aarne Neeme to 

celebrate the 80
th

 Anniversary of the naming of 

the Independent Theatre and the start of the 

Doris Fitton era. (She and her Independent 

Theatre Company took up residence at the theatre 

in 1939 and this was the first play performed at the 

Theatre under its new name,) 
 

Tea/coffee and cakes will be served at 2pm and 

the play reading will be performed at 3pm. 
 

Sunday – 1 September 2019  

Tickets – Price TBA 
Bookings – Carol Martin – for both events  

above – 9955 5444 





TOWARDS ZERO 
by Agatha Christie 

Genesian Theatre 420 Kent Street Sydney 
 

The formidable Lady Tressilian reluctantly hosts 

a house party on her Devon estate, Gull’s Point, 

where loyal companion Mary and old friend 

Treves will help their wheelchair bound host to 

entertain a glittering array of guests. 

Eyebrows are raised when the dashing 

Wimbledon tennis star Neville Strange arrives, 

with his attractive high maintenance new wife 

Kay, even though his elegant first wife Audrey is 

also attending.  

Miss. Marple an old school friend of Lady 

Tressilian, is intrigued when the eccentric Treves 

tells the story about a child murderer who was 

never convicted. The next day Treves is found 

dead. 
 

Sunday – 22 September 2019 – 4.30pm 

Tickets - $28.50 

Bookings – Carol Martin – 9955 5444 


 

Sydney Opera House Ladies Committee 

LUNCH AT PARLIAMENT 

HOUSE 
The Sydney Opera House Ladies Committee 

warmly invite you to join them for a lunch 

in the legendary Strangers Dining Room at 

Parliament House Macquarie Street. An 

invitation has been extended to Liesl Tesch, 

an Australian wheelchair basketball player, 

sailor and politician to be the Guest 

Speaker, Liesl became an incomplete 

paraplegic after a mountain bike accident at 

the age on 19. She competed in her national 

wheelchair basketball team at five 

Paralympics, winning three medals, and was 

the first woman to play the sport 

professionally, She took up sailing in 2010, 

winning gold medals at the 2012 London 

and 2016 Rio Paralympics with partner 

Daniel Fitzgibbon. In 2017, she was elected 

the member for Gosford in the New South 

Wales Legislative Assembly at the Gosford 

State election. An inspirational speech, 

beautiful music and a delicious meal are 

guaranteed at this special lunch. 
 

Thursday- 26 September 2019 

11.30am for 12 noon 

Tickets - $90.00 
Bookings – Carol Martin- 9955 5444 

 


 

 

 
 

Opera Australia & GWB Entertainment 

Present BB Group Production of 

WEST SIDE STORY 
Joan Sutherland Theatre 

Sydney Opera House 

Cast includes – Todd Jacobsson, Sophie 

Salvesani, Chloe Zuel, Noah Mullins, Lyndon 

Watts and Ritchie Singer.  
 

The moment the curtain went up on  

West Side Story on Broadway, musical theatre 

changed forever. 
 

Hailed as the greatest Broadway musical of all 

time, the genius of West Side Story’s creators is 

unquestioned. The remarkable collaboration 

between Leonard Bernstein, Arthur Laurents, 

Stephen Sondheim and Jerome Robbins 

produced a timeless masterpiece. 
 

A modern retelling of Romeo and Juliet, this 

tragic love story tells the tale of two young people 

whose happiness is destroyed by the hate of two 

enemy camps in New York City’s urban jungle. 

The Jets, sons of previous immigrants to 

America, battle the new arrivals from Puerto 

Rico, the Sharks, for domination of the streets. 

 

Bernstein’s world-famous score features 

unforgettable songs including ‘Maria’, ‘Tonight’, 

‘Somewhere’, ‘America’, and ‘I Feel Pretty’, that 

have been universally adored for generations, 

proving this iconic dance musical remains one of 

the most poignant stage works of the twentieth 

century. 



Special A reserve stalls seats have been put aside 

for S,B&W Friends at a discounted price. 

We have just a few tickets available. 

Please book early our allocation will go quickly. 

 

Sunday 29 September 2019 – 3pm 

Tickets - $184.00 
 

Bookings – Carol Martin – 9955 5444 

 

 








    Seaborn, Broughton and Walford Foundation   
 Your Gift to the Australian Performing Arts at Christmas 

 

Since 1986, when the Seaborn, Broughton and Walford Foundation was launched by the 

Late Dr Rodney Seaborn, it has offered significant financial encouragement to many 

worthy theatrical ventures through the generosity of its Friends. 

 

It has saved and restored the SBW Independent Theatre and the unique SBW Stables 

Theatre in Kings Cross; it has assisted in establishing the Rodney Seaborn Library at 

the National Institute of Dramatic Art (NIDA) as well as subsidising a number of 

academic projects.  

 

Each year the SBW Foundation provides funding to a number of theatre companies to 

offset their expenses and organises many theatre parties to support both commercial 

and independent productions. It is the Patron of the acclaimed Griffin Theatre 

Company and continues as a major sponsor of the Sydney Theatre Critics Awards. 

 

The Foundation has always relied on the kind and often substantial donations from its 

Friends, in meeting the many requests it receives for grants. With the difficult times that 

the performing arts are experiencing at present, it is essential that the Foundation is in a 

position to increase its contributions to ensure their robust viability into the future. 

 

Accordingly the Foundation is asking its Friends, to consider giving a donation so that 

the Foundation may continue Dr. Seaborn’s inspired vision of supporting the 

performing arts. Your contribution would be most appreciated; all donations of $2 or 

more, are tax deductible. 

 

Mr/Mrs/Ms/Miss/Dr_________________________________________________ 

 

Address ___________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________p/c_________________________ 

 

Phone _________________________________Fax________________________ 

 

Cheque for $__________________ Enclosed payable to SBW Foundation 

 

Cash for     $__________________ Enclosed 

 

Amex, Visa, 

Mastercard_________________________________________________________ 

 

Expiry _____________________________ Amex ID________________________ 

 

Signature___________________________________________________________ 

 

Bank transfer to – Seaborn Broughton & Walford Foundation 

Westpac Private Bank- 032-102 - 820196 
 

Mail to –   

Carol Martin SB&W Foundation, Suite 10, 20 Young St Neutral Bay NSW 2089 

Phone – 9955 5444 Email – office@sbwfoundation.com 
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