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Dear Friend 
There have been and will be a number of significant 

happenings concerning our Foundation since our last 
Newsletter. 
(1)  
Our Artistic Director Jonathan Mills who became 

our Artistic Director in 1988 when about 21, and has 
remained our Artistic Director ever since, has 
recently been appointed  as director of the world’s 
most prestigious arts event, The Edinburgh Festival. 
We are proud of Jonathan who has been a wonderful 

‘ Friend’ of our Foundation almost since our SBW 
was founded as also has his mother Elayne Mills. 
There was a very fine report on his appointment in 
the Sun-Herald on March 12th 2006. We congratulate 
him and wish him every success. Well done Jonathan. 
(2) 
On October 11th 2005 we announced that there 

would be a prize of $1000.00 to one of the first 25 
persons who subscribed to or paid for a gift 
subscription  as a ’Friend’ of the SBW Foundation , 
the name of the winner from these 25 persons was 
drawn out of a bowl by the General Manager of the 
Griffin Theatre Co, Julie Mullins, at the SBW 
Stables Theatre on Friday 17th March 2006 and the 
winner was Mrs. Pam Hornibrook of Byron Bay . She 
was truly elated when she heard the news, and says 
she will use the money to come from Byron Bay to 
some of our functions. We congratulate Pam who has 
been a very good ‘Friend’ from the time we were 
founded and we look forward to seeing her. She has 
made many a young persons a ‘Friend’ and we would 
be happy if there were many other ‘Friends’ who 
would give every now and again  a present of  ‘a 
subscription to the SBW Foundation’. Many who 
have been given such a present have reported to us 
how grateful they have been to receive such a gift. 
(3) 
Our joint archive project with NIDA is going ahead 

wonderfully well and many of our archival 
collections which have been so carefully and 
beautifully processed by our expert archivist  
Dr. Peter Orlovich, will hopefully soon be housed in 

the building at Alexandria. We will keep you 
informed in future ‘Nan’s Letter Space’ as to what is 
happening and we welcome any donations of theatre 
memorabilia from persons or organisations. Please 
spread the news about that fact. 
  

 
 
We aim to have one of the most interesting collections 

in Australia. 
(3) 
This year is the 20th year since we were founded and to 

commemorate this will be two very interesting happy 
events. 
(a) The Griffiin Theatre Company will be holding a 

party in the SBW Stables Theatre and in Nimrod St, 
which will be closed off for the event, we will keep you 
advised.  
(b) We will be hosting, later in the year a black tie 

dinner in some prestigious place and we hope many 
many of our ‘Friends’ will attend, watch our future 
Newsletters in this ‘Nan’s Letter Space’. 
(4) 
Those who did not attend our Function at the SBW 

Stables Theatre to see the play ‘The Peach Season’ by 
Debra Oswald which won the 2005 Rodney Seaborn 
Playwrights Award, missed a real theatrical treat.  
It was a wonderful play with a wonderful cast and 

beautifully directed by David Bertholt. It was a 
wonderful evening and it got a wonderful review in the 
Sydney Morning Herald. 
I sincerely recommend every ‘Friend’ go and see it, 

you will get a discount on presentation of your SBW  
Friends Card. 
 
Please read and note in your diaries the forthcoming 

events, each and every one of them will be worth seeing 
especially at the Theatre Royal - Six Dance Lessons in 
Six Weeks on Wednesday 12th April -8pm, after a 
great sold out season at the Sydney Opera House, this 
return season is already heavily booked, but Carol has 
managed to obtain some good stalls seats. 
Antiques and Antics  - Friday 28th April - 6.30pm 

for 7pm will be something different and another 
enjoyable evening with the Opera and Arts Support 
Group. 
Wind in the Willows at the Genesian Theatre - 

Sunday 21st May -4.30pm booked so adults and children 
can enjoy the play together. 
Plus the wonderful Pirates of Penzance, Porgy & 

Bess, and The Woman in Black. 
 
Very sincerely 
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Written by 
John-Michael Howson 

David Mitchell and Melvyn Morrow 
Lyric Theatre/Star City 
Starring - Tamsin Carroll  

Deni Hines, Mitchell Butel, Glen Butcher, 
Kaye Tuckerman and Trisha Noble 

Lyric Theatre - Star City 
 

We have actually sold out but can still get extra 
tickets for the date below. Be sure to book your 

tickets for one of the best musicals that will be in 
Sydney in 2006. 

Experience the swinging 60’s as Dusty soars to 
the dizzying heights of  fame then watch as she 

plummets to the depths in the 70’s. 
You will be riveted as Dusty conquers her 

demons and bounces back into the charts in the 
80’s, finding a new generation of fans. 

Featuring over 30 of her songs and a company 
of 35 actors, singers, dancers and musicians. 
Gold reserve tickets have been selected for  - 

 

Tuesday - 4th April 2006 - 7pm 
Adults - $59.95 Concessions $49.95 
Bookings - Carol Martin - 9697 7654 


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Discounts are available to SBW Friends  
for costume hire at- 

 
THE COSTUME SHOP 

1st Floor, 401-407 Cleveland St 
Surry Hills 

Phone - 9318 2511 
Website - www.thecostumeshop.com.au 

 
 

  
 


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PERFORMING IN CONCERT WITH A 20 
PIECE ORCHESTRA TO CELEBRATE 

MUSICAL THEATRE AND TO LAUNCH 
Peter Cousen’s 


The National Musical Theatre Company 

Lyric Theatre/ Star City 
Starring- Julie Anthony, Rachael Beck, Simon 
Burke, Debra Byrne, David Campbell, Peter 
Carroll, Judi Connelli, Peter Cousens, John 

Diedrich, Drew Forsythe, Nancye Hayes, Toni 
Lamond, Lisa McCune, Todd McKenny, 

Caroline O’Connor, Jilly Perryman, Marina 
Prior, Normie Rowe, Geraldine Turner,  

John Waters. 

 
Never before have so many extraordinary 

musical theatre stars appeared on the one stage at 
one time. 

Never again will so many loved songs from the 
most loved musicals be performed all on the one 

night 
Kookaburra is Australia’s first and only 

national musical theatre company. A non-profit 
company, its goal is to be a world leading 

producer, developer and advocate of musical 
theatre and to affirm musical theatre’s central role 

in cultural and social Australia. 
We have obtained very limited A Res stalls 
tickets for this one only performance on - 

 

MONDAY - 10th April 2006- 8pm 

Tickets - $75.00 
Bookings - Carol Martin - 9697 7654 


Some ‘Friends’ in the past have questioned the 

discrepancy of the price shown on the tickets for 
some of the functions to the price we actually 

charge. The reason for this is that our Foundation 
must make a profit on functions to build up our 

assets to continue benefiting the performing Arts, 
but the price we charge ‘Friends’ is always 

cheaper than the normal price to the General 
Public. As well as paying for tickets months ahead 

the Foundation has to pay handling fees and in 
most cases 4% credit card fees. We aim to make 
10% for the Foundation on each function but we 
seldom do, and at the same time ‘SBW Friends’ 

get the best seats at a reduced price. 

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SIX DANCE LESSONS IN 
 SIX WEEKS 
by Richard Alfieri 

(Ensemble production) 
Theatre Royal / King St Sydney 

Starring Todd McKenny & Nancye Hayes 
 

Due to outstanding success at the Sydney Opera 
House this production will have a short return season 

at the Theatre Royal. 
Swing, Tango, Foxtrot, Cha-Cha & Contemporary. 

When Lily, an attractive Florida retiree, signs up for 
six dance lessons in six weeks, it doesn’t look like 

she will last the course. 
But an unlikely relationship develops between the 
prudish widow and her cynical and equally lonely 

tutor. Michael knows all the dance moves, but 
perhaps Lily can teach him a thing or two about life. 
Richard Alfieri’s poignant comedy has danced from 

New York’s Broadway to worldwide success.  

Wednesday - 12th April 2006 - 8pm 
Tickets - $53.00 

Bookings -Carol Martin- 9697 7654 

The Opera & Arts Support Group invite you to 

Antiques & Antics Cabaret 
Sydney Antique Centre 331 South Dowling St 

Surry Hills. 
 

After enjoying drinks and sandwiches upstairs 
guests are invited to join us in the  downstairs theatre 

for a musical evening .  
Amanda Muggleton will also do a 20 minute 
excerpt from her acclaimed performance of 

“Masterclass”. 
Featuring Amanda Muggleton, with Jennifer 
Peers, Ben Lewis, Melissa Stewart, Amelia 
Cormack, Alexander Lewis, James Millar. 

Sam Roberts-Smith 

Friday - 28th April 2006 - 6.30pm for 7pm 
Entrée - $65.00 

also includes a 3 course dinner and wines 
Tables of 4, 6 & 8 are available/bookings essential 

 
The Opera & Arts Support Group kindly donate 

10% of all monies received for bookings from SBW 
Friends at our office to the SBW Foundation. 

 
Bookings - Carol Martin -9697 7654 



WIND IN THE WILLOWS 
by Kenneth Grahame 

Adapted for the stage by Alan Bennett 
Directed by Rebekah Jennings 

Genesian Theatre Co, 420 Kent St, Sydney 
 

The Wind in the Willows was published near 
the turn of the century - 1908 in England, and 
1909 in America. Written by the author for his 

son Alastair. 
The principal characters are talking animals 

who live in an around the a river. 
Several virtues are epitomized in Mole, Rat, 

Badger, and Toad, so much so that they 
become themes. 

There are numerous examples of hospitality, 
forgiveness, compassion, generosity, and  

humility. 
 

The Wind in the Willows eventually became 
the work that Kenneth Grahame became most 

famous for, enjoyed by children and adults 
alike. 

Sunday - 21st May 2006 - 4.30pm 
 

Tickets- $20.00
Bookings - Carol Martin - 9697 7654 


MUSICA VIVA 

Coffee Concert/ Independent Theatre 
269 Miller St, North Sydney 

 

EDWARD NEEMAN 
Studying with Larry Sitsky at the Canberra 

School of Music since 1999, Edward Neeman  
has won numerous awards including the 

keyboard section of the Symphony Australia 
Young Performers Award & the prestigious 

David Paul Lander Memorial Scholarship for 
pianists. 

His programme for this concert includes 
Skyabin  and Beethoven, brimming with 

energy and conviction. 
 

Tuesday - 30th May 2006 - 11am 
Tickets - $30.00 

Includes tea, coffee and cakes from 10am. 
 

Bookings - Carol Martin - 9697 7654

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Actors’ Forum Play Reading 
A HANDFUL OF FRIENDS 

by David Williamson 
Independent Theatre 269 Miller St North Sydney 

Australia’s most popular playwright examines the 
reliability of friendship in domestic and 

professional relationships. A witty and moving 
study of professional men and women in the fields 

of journalism, academia and in particular films.  
The play asks the question:  is it wise for writers      

to use friends and relations for copy? 

Sunday - June 4th 2006 - 2pm 
Tickets - $15.00 

Bookings - Carol Martin - 9697 7654 

The winner of our SBW Friends draw of 

$1000.00 for being in the first 25 to give a gift 
subscription at Christmas was drawn at the  
SBW Stables Theatre on 17th March 2006 by  
Julie Mullins General Manager of the Griffin 

Theatre Co. The winner was - 
MRS PAM HORNIBROOK 

of Byron Bay. 

THE WOMAN IN BLACK 

by Susan Hill 
Theatre Royal King St Sydney 

Starring John Waters & Brett Tucker 
Eel Marsh House stands tall, gaunt and isolated, 

surveying the endless flat salt marshes , 
somewhere on England’s bleak East Coast. Here 

Mrs. Alice Drablow lived - and died - alone. 
Arthur Kipps. A junior solicitor, is ordered to 

travel from London to attend her funeral and sort 
out her papers. Kipps is quite unaware of  the 

tragic secrets which lie behind the house’s 
shuttered windows. 

The Woman in Black treads in the footsteps of 
the classic ghost story. It is not a horror story, it 
relies on atmosphere, a vivid sense of place, on 
hints and glimpses and suggestions, on what is 

shadowy. 
Playing  with great success in London’s West 

End for the last 19 years. 
It promises to be a great production. 

Sunday - 25th June 2006- 3pm 
Adults - $60.00 Concession- $55.00 

Tuesday - 27th June 2006 - 7pm 
All tickets - $64.00 

Bookings- Carol Martin -9697 7654 
 

Gershwin’s 

PORGY & BESS 
The American Musical & Masterpiece 

Lyric Theatre/Star City 
 

Based on the Dubose Hayward novel set in 
Charleston’s famed Catfish Row, it tells the story of 
cripple Porgy and his love for the beautiful, haunted 
Bess. Theirs is a union frowned upon by the rest of 
the entirely black community, who disapprove of 

Porgy’s “fancy woman” and her free living and drug 
dependency. 

This thrilling production, fully imported from the 
United States by Living Arts (New York) and 

Andrew McKinnon presentations, has captivated 
audiences around the world. 

 

Tuesday - 25th July 2006 - 7pm 
 

A-reserve-stalls - $83.00 
 

Bookings - Carol Martin- 9697 7654 
 

Opera Australia 
  presents 


by Gilbert and Sullivan 

Opera Theatre Sydney Opera House 
Anthony Warlow, John Bolton-Wood,  
David Hobson & Kate Miller-Heidke 

 
Peppered with unforgettable melodies and tongue 

twisting songs, The Pirates of Penzance is one of 
the most popular Gilbert and Sullivan operettas ever 
written. It promises to be a riot the moment the ship 

reaches shore. 
In spite of being apprenticed to a Pirate King as a 

child, Frederic has led a very sheltered life. 
So when he arrives in Penzance with his boisterous 

shipmates, there are a few surprises in store for him! 
It all ends happily, but not before he’s dodged the 

Old Bill, fallen in love and made some rather 
inconvenient discoveries. 

We still have a few stalls seats available on- 
Wednesday - 16th August 2006 - 7.30pm 

Saturday - 28th October 2006 - 1pm 
           

Tickets $81.00 
Bookings -Carol Martin 9697 7654 
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