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Dear Friend 
In the theatrical world in Sydney one of the 
highlights was the Sydney Critics Awards at the 
Statement Bar on 1.1.2007. Of particular interest to 
the Friends of the  SBW Foundation was a new 
category added to the awards this year. This new 
award is “The best performance in a musical” this 
award is in recognition  of the life and work of 
Sydney’s greatly respected and much loved theatre 
publicist Judith Johnson who died suddenly in 
October 2006.  Judith Johnson was very well known 
and loved by the SBW Foundation. In 1991 John 
West donated his wonderful collection to the SBW 
Foundation and Judith Johnson was the publicist and 
since then had kept in touch with us. On her death 
her husband David Johnson donated her wonderful 
collection to the SBW Foundation. 
At the awards on the 15 January Ian Phipps the MC 
of the Evening gave a wonderfully moving eulogy 
about Judith, this was added to by Judith’s husband 
David who presented the Award to Iota for his 
performance in “Hedwick and the Angry Inch”. 
Another well loved person who so deservedly won 
an award and has been long associated in many ways 
with the SBW Foundation was Sandra Bates director 
of the Ensemble Theatre Co, who won the 2006 Life 
Achievement Award. 
Below is a report by our archivist Dr. Peter Orlovich 
on the SBW/NIDA archives which is now assuming 
great importance. 
In this report Dr. Orlovich mentions the generosity of 
David Johnson in donating the archives of Judith 
Johnson Publicity P/L and again on behalf of our 
Foundation I sincerely thank David. 
Of the events we have organised for our ‘Friends’ 
full details are in the Newsletter and I suggest that 
you note in your diaries what you want to see and 
book early to avoid disappointment. 

REPORT on the SBW/NIDA Archives 
Through the generosity of David Johnson, whose late 
wife Judith, one of Australia’s leading theatrical 
publicists and a pioneer in the business of theatre and 
entertainment publicity, died suddenly on Monday 
2nd October 2006, the SBW Foundation has recently 
acquired the archives of Judith Johnson Publicity Pty 
Ltd of Milsons Point, Sydney. After emigrating from 
England  in 1964 with husband David, Judith 
Johnson worked as a publicist  in 1974 at the 
Ensemble Theatre, and in 1982, she and a small 

 
group of colleagues formed a company “Stage Wise” 
to provide expertise and advice in various theatrical 
disciplines. From this group, Judith Johnson Publicity 
was established . Judith was the publicist for New 
Theatricals, including its recent production of Woman 
in Black, and was the publicist for the world premiere 
stage production of Priscilla Queen of the Desert, 
which opened on Saturday 7th October, 2006. 
The archives include the entire collection of the 
company’s publicity files which have yet to be 
arranged and described, and which she maintained on 
the tours of dozens of international artists as well as 
more than 400 theatrical productions publicised 
throughout her career, which extended  over more 
than thirty years, according to John Hay-Mackenzie’s 
estimate in Judith Johnson’s obituary (Timelines, 
Sydney Morning Herald, Tuesday October 10 
2006,p.16). The publicity files contain, for each 
production, a detailed publicity report on print, radio 
and television exposure, publicity schedules for artists 
and performers, photographic images and slides, and 
press advertisements, interviews and reviews. A large 
collection of theatre programmes relating to the 
productions publicised by Judith Johnson 
complements the publicity files, as well as theatre 
posters, and frames publicity brochures. Entries in a 
sequence of annual desk diaries from 1996 to 2006 
verify the remark in John Hay-Mackenzie’s obituary 
that “Johnson characteristically worked at full speed.” 
A small but significant part of the accession relates to 
the Ensemble Theatre, including the refurbishment 
and extension of the theatre in the 1980’s. 
The importance of these archives is to be judged by 
their completeness and integrity, the duration of the 
career of the compiler, and the extent to which they 
reflect the life and work of a pioneer theatre publicist 
who commanded immense respect from a wide 
spectrum of practitioners in the theatre world. The 
Friends of the SBW Foundation convey their 
sympathy to David, children Kate and William, and 
their extended family, and express their deep gratitude 
for the generosity of David in entrusting the archives 
to  the custody of the SBW Foundation for the use of 
theatre students and research scholars. 
There is an on-going need for funds to sustain our 
very important archives for posterity and making them 
accessible for research. Friends of the SBW 
Foundation are invited and encouraged to contribute 
to the continuation of this important work by making a 
tax-deductible financial donation towards the project. 
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LADY WINDERMERE’S FAN 
by Oscar Wilde 

Genesian Theatre 420 Kent St Sydney 
 

The play was first published in 1893. Like many 
of Wilde’s comedies, it is a biting satire on the 
morals of Victorian society, particularly marriage. 
 
The story concerns Lady Windermere who 
discovers that her husband may be having an 
affair with another woman. She confronts her 
husband but he instead invites the other woman, 
Mrs. Erlynne, to her birthday ball. Angered by her 
husband’s unfaithfulness, Lady Windermere 
leaves her husband for another lover. Mrs.Erlynne 
follows Lady Windermere and attempts to 
persuade her to return to her husband, and she 
then sacrifices herself and her reputation in order 
to save  Lady Windermere’s marriage. 
 

Friday- 2nd February 2007 - 8pm 
Tickets - $20.00 

Bookings - Carol Martin -9697 7654 


The Fruit Fly Circus presents 

CIRCUS GIRL 
Parade Theatre NIDA 

215 Anzac Parade Kensington 
 

They fly through the air at dizzying heights, they 
tumble with breathtaking speed and agility, they 
bend themselves into impossible contortions.  
Circus Girl is a celebration of the girls in the 
Fruit Fly Circus. It celebrates the hard times and 
the highlights of growing up in the physically 
demanding and emotionally confronting circus 
industry. It charts their passion, dedication, 
strength, courage, fear, pain and excitement. With 
stunning aerial acts intertwined with the thrill of 
the circus and the magic of theatre, this show will 
make you laugh and cry as you follow their 
extraordinary journey. 

Tues- Feb 20 at 7pm 
Weds Feb 21,Thurs Feb 22, Fri Feb 23 - 11am 

Sat-Feb 24 at 2pm and 7pm 

Tickets - Adults - $33.00 
Children under 16 - $20.00 

 
Bookings- Carol Martin -9697 7654 
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THE TIMES OF MY LIFE 
    by Toni Lamond and Tony Sheldon 

TONI LAMOND 
accompanied by Michael Tyack 

Ensemble Theatre 76 McDougall St Kirribilli 
 

Toni Lamond performs her new autobiographical 
show, a warts and all journey through the highs, 
lows, triumphs and hardships of a long , eventful 
career in theatre. From her colourful family 
background to playing the first lead roles in 
Australian musical theatre to performing around 
the world.  
Co-written with Toni’s son, well known actor, 
Tony Sheldon, this very personal, touching and 
funny evening is punctuated by the tunes that Toni 
made her own, from ‘Gypsy’, ‘The Pyjama Game”, 
‘42nd Street’ and many more. 
 

Saturday - 24th February 2007 - 5pm 
Tickets- $47.00 

Bookings- Carol Martin - 9697 7654 
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Actors’ Forum Play Reading 

MEMOIR 
by Jon Morrell 

Directed by Ron Ferrier  
Starring - Jacqueline Kott 

Independent Theatre 269 Miller St  
Nth Sydney 


During her seventy-seventh and last summer, the 
legendary French actress, Sarah Bernhardt, 

prepares a second  volume of her biography with 
her secretary companion, George Pito . 

 
A lyrical character study of an indomitable 

woman who always saw herself as the principle 
player in the exhibitionist drama of her life. 

 
Jacqueline Kott returns after past successes in  

The Prime of Miss Jean Brodie, Who’s Afraid of 
Virginia Woolf and Sweet Bird of Youth. 

 

Sunday - 11th March 2006- 2pm 
 

Tickets- $15.00


Bookings- Carol Martin - 9697 7654 
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After dinner at Gulgong RSL it is just a short stroll 
to the Prince of Wales Opera House and curtain 

up to hear major Opera Stars and future Opera Stars 
present a spectacular concert with Sharolyn 

Kimmorley on the Opera House Steinway piano, 
followed by a post concert supper with beautiful 

country fare and drinks with the artists, before being 
transported back to the motel. 

 
Sunday - 25th March 2007 

Breakfast at 8am, then a short drive to the Historic 
Putta Bucca House and Gardens, Mudgee, with 

wonderful gardens and spectacular views in every 
direction. 

Lunch at Mudgee Soldiers Club then at 2.15pm 
board the coach for the journey back to Sydney, 

with ETA back at Eddy Ave at 6.30pm 
Option 1- The amazing price for this all inclusive 
weekend is $399 per person (based on twin share 

accommodation. Single supplement $60)  
Option 2 - Private travellers $270 per person 

(does not include coach travel or accommodation) 
Some reservations have been made in lovely Bed & 
Breakfasts in Gulgong and Mudgee-early bookings 

are necessary. 
Please call Carol Martin for any further information 

9697 7654 
The Opera and Arts Support Group kindly donate 
5% of all monies received at the Foundation for 

bookings taken for this weekend at the 
 SBW Foundation office. 
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Actors’ Forum Play Reading 
MAN OF DESTINY & 

HOW HE LIED TO HER HUSBAND 
by Bernard Shaw 

Independent Theatre 269 Miller St Nth Sydney 
 

Two short plays, please read the enclosed 
brochure with this Newsletter. 

 
Sunday - 15th April 2007- 2pm 

Tickets - $15.00 
 

Bookings 
Carol Martin - 9697 7654 
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Company B 
presents 

KEATING 
The Musical 

by  Casey Bennetto 
York Theatre Seymour Centre 

Cnr City Rd & Cleveland St Chippendale 
 

Keating is back after a highly successful season 
in 2006 at Belvoir St Theatre. 

Casey Bennetto’s scathingly hilarious lyrics tear 
through the reign and tragic fall of the Placido 
Domingo of Australian politics in a production 

with Neil Armfield and comic satirist John Clarke 
blowing wind into Casey’s spinnaker.  

Part French farce, part Greek tragedy, and all 
Australian history, ‘Keating’ transports you back 
to a timeless politically grey as it charts the rise, 
fall and rise again of an antique clock collector 

from Bankstown. 
Bennetto’s outlandish and biting musical is 

bigger and better than ever. 
 

Sunday - 18th March 2007- 5pm 
Tickets - $49.00 

 
Bookings - Carol Martin 9697 7654 
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

Opera & Arts Support Group 
invite SBW Friends to join them for 

a 

WEEKEND IN THE COUNTRY 
Saturday - 24th March 2007 

 
The Opera and Arts Support Group have 

arranged a trip to historic Gulgong and Mudgee. 
Board a 5 star coach in Eddy Ave Railway 

Square at 7am, Bay number will be notified - 
Pickups also available in Parramatta, Chatswood 

and Medlow Bath. 
10am Morning tea will served in the reading 

room of Peppers Fairmont Resort in Leura, then a 
leisurely drive to Lithgow for lunch before 
travelling onto your motel in Gulgong or 

Mudgee.  






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Kookaburra presents 

PIPPIN 
Book by Roger O. Hirson 

Music & Lyrics by Stephen Schwartz 
Produced by Peter Cousens 

Cast Includes , Lisa Callingham, Sharon 
Millerchip, Trisha Noble and many more. 
Sydney Theatre Hickson Rd Walsh Bay 

 
Kookaburra’s inaugural season kicks off with 

Stephen Schwartz’s Broadway hit ‘Pippin’ 
This musical tells the story of young prince Pippin 
who longs to discover the secret of true happiness 

and fulfilment.  
His quest takes him to the glories of the battlefield, 

the temptations of the flesh and the intrigues of 
political power. 

This hip, tongue-in-cheek and timeless fairy tale 
captivated Broadway audiences and continues to 

appeal to the young at heart everywhere. 
With one show stopping number after another, from 

soaring ballads including “Corner of the Sky” to 
infectious dance numbers like “Magic to Do”. 

 

Saturday - 21st April 2007- 2pm 
or 

Thursday - 26th April 2007-8pm 

Tickets- $69.00 
Bookings- Carol Martin 9697 7654 






Discounts are available to SBW Friends for 
Costume Hire at- 

THE COSTUME SHOP 
1st Floor, 401-407 Cleveland St 

Surry Hills 
Phone - 9318 2511 

www.thecostumeshop.com.au 
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



Some ‘Friends’ in the past have questioned the 

discrepancy of the price shown on the tickets for 
some functions to the price we actually charge. 
The reason for this is that our Foundation must 

make a profit on functions to build up our assets to 
continue benefiting the Performing Arts, but the 
price we charge ‘Friends’ is always cheaper than 

the normal price to the General Public. 
As well as paying for tickets months ahead the 

Foundation has to pay handling fees and in many 
cases 4% credit card fees. We aim to make 10% 

for the Foundation on each function but we seldom 
do, and at the same time ‘SBW Friends’ get the 

best seats at a reduced price. 


CONGRATULATIONS to 
Jenny O’Neill 

Who won our Christmas promotion of 2 Life 
subscriptions to the SBW Foundation for herself 

and a friend. 
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Advance Notice 

Opera Australia 

THE GONDOLIERS 
Opera Theatre Sydney Opera House 

Starring - Judi Connelli & Reg Livermore 
 

Guiseppe and Marco are gondoliers who spend 
their days floating through the magical waterways 
of Venice, and their nights with their lovely wives. 

Life doesn’t get much better. So when a royal 
delegation from an unknown corner of Spain 

arrives with some rather important news, their 
response is, well mixed. 

An all-singing, all-dancing cast of stars  make up 
this evening of irresistible tunes and high-energy 

action. 
Sometimes we have to book way ahead for some 
productions so we can obtain the best seating we 

have selected the following two dates. 

Saturday- 13th October 2007 - 1pm 
or 

Thursday- 18th October 2007 - 7.30pm  
 

Tickets - $83.00   
Bookings - Carol Martin -9697 7654 
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